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On the cover:  Last month’s 

Graffham Christmas Fair was 

generally considered one of 

the best yet.  Financially, it 

certainly was the best, and 

by a long chalk, netting 

more than £9,000 for our 

village’s St Giles Church.  

For a full report and more 

pictures, see pages 26 and 

27.  Picture by © John 

Bracey.                    
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distributed free each month to 

every household in Graffham 

and   East   Lavington   by   the  

 

Parish of Graffham with Woolavington.   

Please  support  us:   If  you  enjoy   reading 

this magazine, then please 

make a contribution towards 

its costs through a monthly or 

one-off online donation – just   
point your phone camera at this QR code or go 

to bit.ly/GPN-donation 

Archives:  Back copies can be viewed online 

at bit.ly/stgarchive1 

Subscriptions: If you live outside the parish, 

you can receive copies by mail by taking out 

an annual subscription for £36.   Contact the 

editors for full details. 

Advertising:  We love our advertisers!  If you 

are interested in being one of them, please 

contact Philippa Sanders (below) or email 

ads.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 

Copyright:  All content is © Graffham Parish 

News unless otherwise stated and may not be 
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This dreamy winter view of St Giles was posted to Facebook’s Graffham 

Noticeboard by © Martina Schneiderova. 

Writing from the Rectory: New Year’s Realisation 

How many of us can look back to a New Year’s Resolution which led to 

transformative change in our life? Something about ourselves we didn’t like, which 

we managed to change by our own strength of will. And how many, having 

identified some kind of shortcoming and attempted to alter ourselves have failed to 

do so after a dismally short time? 

Why could this be? Is it that the ambition is unrealistic, too high a mountain to 

climb in one go? Or is it the wrong challenge in the first place? Have we properly 

considered why we are wanting to make that change?  To what extent is it driven 

by something about oneself we don’t like?  Too ugly, too lazy, too unfit, too tired, 

too ineffective?  If so, the stakes are high because any failure in the attempt to 

change just reinforces our sense of inadequacy, which a failed attempt just seems 

to prove.  Oh  dear,  better  not  go  down  that  road,  maybe  better  not to even try.   

4 Continued on next page  
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4 Continued from previous page  

Though doesn’t that just imprison us in whatever negative state we would like to 

escape? Doomed to fail then, whatever we do or don’t do.   

The above approach is driven by a sort of inverted pride. Could it be our ambition 

instead to be driven by something about ourselves there is to like – a positive quality 

we could give more space to grow? A great resolution could be just to like ourselves 

more, as we are. I mean as we really are, not a superficial interpretation of ourselves 

we too often assign to ourselves to our detriment. Can we allow ourselves to do 

this? Yes, we can. 

Allowing oneself the opportunity to reflect on the possibility we have good qualities 

is itself a positive step. Many people are surprised to discover others have a higher 

regard for them than they have for themselves. That’s certainly the case with God’s 

attitude to us. To know ourselves to be known and liked, respected, valued, loved 

for oneself is a liberating blessing that needs no uphill effort to achieve, because 

it’s already there.  Maybe it just requires a New Year’s Realisation to bring about. 

Is this too easy? Are we setting the resolution bar too low for ourselves? By no 

means.  I would say having the humility to like ourselves the way God likes us has 

far more power to bring about positive change, in us and through us, than any 

determination on our part to redress something we think is bad in us, by some kind 

of superhuman effort on our own. Worth having then. 

A happy new year to you all, with love.

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  

I praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

From Psalm 139 

 
Reverend Vivien 

 

Martina	Schneiderova 
 

  

   

Priest in charge:  Reverend Vivien Turner      
01798 867199              hello@stgilesgraffham.org 

Churchwarden:  Ginny Barrett   01798 867113 

 
stgilesgraffham.org     @stgilesgraffham 

https://www.facebook.com/schneiderova1?__tn__=%2CdR*F
https://www.facebook.com/schneiderova1?__tn__=%2CdR*F
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Overhaul of roof over hall among key upgrades 
Several key improvements have recently been 

completed or are scheduled for the coming months at 

the Empire Hall, making the venue even more 

attractive for its many users, Chairman and Bookings 

Secretary Sally Blunt reports. 

Silver screen installation  A new three-metre, 

powered screen, high definition projector and sound 
 

projector and sound system are on track for installation late this month.  The sound 

system will come complete with a hearing loop and two radio microphones, making 

it ideal for talks and announcements.   The entire set-up will pave the way for a 

potential return of Graffham Empire Movies, screening films in the hall, and be 

ideal for presentations and other uses.  It is being paid for through grants from the 

Lottery Foundation. 

Ultrafast broadband  Like most of the rest of the neighbourhood, full fibre 

broadband has reached the Empire Hall.  With its arrival, the building has a new 

router with boosters in various locations to ensure fast and reliable wifi in all areas 

where it is most needed.  It will be particularly useful for the many users of the hall 

who need to take online payments there. 

Roof renovations  A surveyor carried out a full check of the fabric of the 

building in recent months, focusing in particular on the roof, which has not been 

looked at for many years.  As a result, a specialist firm of roofers has been 

contracted to replace broken and/or slipped tiles in the early spring.  

Drainage  The hall’s drains have also been checked recently and have proved to 

be in good working order, requiring just one new drain cover.  But all users of the 

hall are being reminded not to put anything down the sinks, basins or loos that might 

cause blockages, including coffee grounds. 

Popular venue   The hall continues to host some excellent events.  Recent 

highlights include St Giles’ Christmas Fair (see centre pages) and a Madness tribute 

band.  Unmissable up-coming attractions include the Songwriters Circle on 20 

January (see pages 18 and 19),  Burns Night on 27 January (page 16), Spitz and 

Co’s return with Elvis in Blue Hawaii on 2 February (pages 24-25) and the ever 

popular Easter Market.  And perhaps we’ll soon be welcoming the return of 

Graffham Empire Movies with some pop-up film nights.   Watch this space! 
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Bin collections two days later after festivities  
Bin collection days in Graffham will be a couple of days later than usual in the 

weeks after Christmas and New Year – on Fridays 29 December and 5 January then 

on Thursday 11 January before reverting back to Wednesdays from the following 

week.  The garden recycling service will be suspended from Friday 22 December 

to Monday 8 January.    

Chichester District Council has issued a reminder that the following festive items 

CAN be recycled in your red bin: 

• Greetings cards and envelopes, and empty chocolate advent calendars. 

• Wrapping paper and empty cardboard tubes but NOT shiny or metallic wrapping 

paper, ribbons or bows. 

• Mince pie cases and other foil, plastic confectionary tubs and meat trays but 

NOT plastic film and wrapping. 

• Cardboard boxes and packaging EXCEPT polystyrene. 

You can use the garden recycling service to recycle your Christmas tree – or St 

Wilfrid’s Hospice will do it for you in return for a donation.  See www.stwh.co.uk 

Thursday Club to hear of water everywhere! 
After the wet second half of 2023, the title of the talk at the first Thursday Club 

meeting of 2024 is appropriate – Water, Water, Water Everywhere.  It will be 

delivered by Tony Sneller, of the Coultershaw Heritage Site, who will draw on 

memoirs and literature to look at how water shaped the landscape, activities and 

infrastructure locally, and at the reverence in which it was held by millers-past.  All 

welcome – at the Empire Hall on (you guessed it!) Thursday 11 January at 2.30pm.  

Graffham Parish Council has a new clerk 
Graffham Parish Council has a new clerk.  Caroline Davison took 

up the appointment at the beginning of November – in addition to 

her established role filling the equivalent post at Tangmere Parish 

Council.  She has nine years’ experience of working for parish 

councils. 
 

 

  
Please support our advertisers – they are why  

Graffham Parish News is free for you, our readers! 
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Graffham Garden Group 

2024 diary 
31 Jan Wed 12.30 for 1pm New year lunch 

8 Mar Fri 7pm AGM 

11 May Sat 10am Spring plant sale 

13 Jul Sat 2.30pm Flower and produce show 

All events in the Empire Hall.   

In addition there will be garden visits which will be 

announced at the AGM                                               

and in Graffham Parish News. 

Happy gardening! 

 

 

War memorial 

community garden 

work parties 

Last Saturday of every 

month for just one hour 

from 10am 

No gardening      

experience necessary! 
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Crimestoppers  

Sussex Police updates on crimes reported across the local community. 

Two cars parked directly outside Graffham Infants School were broken into on 

Monday 4 December.  Vandals gained entry into the vehicles by smashing their 

windows.   

The incident was one of 36 reports of vehicle crime across the Chichester police 

district in recent weeks.  While most were in the southern part of the area, vehicles 

have been broken into and targeted for their belongings at Easebourne’s Canada 

Grove, Crossways, Dodsley Grove and Hazelwood Close, Midhurst’s North Street 

and East Dean’s Selhurst Park Road. 

There were also 33 burglaries from buildings reported, again mainly in the south of 

the district but also including at Petworth’s Church Street and Damers Bridge, 

Tillington’s River Lane, Midhurst’s Petersfield Road and Village Road, Lickfold’s 

Surrey Road, Fernhurst’s Fernden Lane, Fridays Hill, Marley Heights, Poplar Way 

and Ropes Lane, 

 

  PETWORTH PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 

DROP IN             ALL WELCOME 

PETWORTH SURGERY 

Wednesday 10 January, 1pm to 2pm 

CAKES AND TEA FOR ALL  

Come and meet a few valuable community organisations 

 
MIND:  Founded 1946 
‘For better mental health’.  

CARERS SUPPORT:  
Advice, guidance,  

Offering advice and information about 
mental health. 

assistance to all registered carers.  
Events for carers. Listening service. 

 

SERV-Sussex:  Service by 
Emergency Rider Volunteers, 
delivering blood and breast   

SOCIAL PRESCRIBING: 
Non-medical help for 
social isolation, housing  

milk 7pm-6am midweek and all 
weekends.  100% volunteers.  Queens 
Award for Voluntary Service recipient. 

and financial advice, emotional and 
practical support, help with training 
and employment opportunities. 
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Transport to and from 
medical appointments 

(authorised by the NHS) 
from a stay in hospital to 
a routine check-up when 

you can’t drive yourself for 
whatever reason.

Help, for those in need, 
with paying for spectacles 

or dental care.

Subsidised foot health 
clinics and exercise 

classes at the Empire Hall.

Free collection from 
Petworth Surgery of your 

prescriptions, which 
are then dropped o昀昀 at 

Gra昀昀ham Village Shop for 
you to pick up from there.

Loan of a wide-range 
of medical equipment 

- pressure cushions, 
toilet surrounds, 

crutches, walking sticks, 
wheelchairs, walking 

frames, bathing aids etc.

The HSA volunteers will be knocking on doors throughout the 
neighbourhood this month and next to encourage current members to 

renew their subscriptions and to invite village newcomers to join.

Some 200 residents are currently on HSA’s 
books - around half the village’s adult 
population. The association in one format or 
another has been caring for the community 
for more than a century. Each year, the 
HSA provides numerous trips to medical 
appointments and on a weekly basis collects 
many prescriptions for members, while every 
week a group of “seniors” takes advantage of its 

Being part of the HSA delivers a number of key benefits:

subsidised “ease-into-exercise” sessions.    
Organising lifts is shared by committee 
members on a rota basis, with just one number 
to call to request transport  - 07391 802541.    
The lifts to medical appointments are 
carried out by volunteers from among its 
membership ranks, on a voluntary basis. They 
are recompensed towards their fuel expenses 
annually.    

More drivers are always needed, so if you would like to help,  
please call the transport phone number: 07391 802541

 and a HSA member will call you back.

All this  
for £5 a year for  

each adult member - 
while under 21s can 

join for free
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Planners turn down Tangletrees replacement 
A proposal to replace Tangletrees, to the immediate north of Graffham recreation 

ground, with a new house has been turned down by South Downs National Park 

and Chichester District Council planners.   

In their ruling, posted on 1 December, they said the design, scale and architectural 

treatment would result in “a visually intrusive and discordant form of 

development”, concluding that “the design approach and execution of the proposal 

relates insufficiently clearly to its local context and is not considered to be 

landscape-led as required by the local plan” and conflicted with six of the national 

park’s development policies.  While the plan had attracted some letters of support 

from local residents, both East Lavington and Graffham Parish Councils opposed 

it, although the latter originally gave its backing. 

The applicant has until June to decide whether to appeal to the Secretary of State 

for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities against the decision.  

• South Downs planners have also refused approval for a new garage and 

driveway at Down House, in Graffham’s the Street, in a ruling on 13 November.  

Planning applications 
Applications for Graffham and East Lavington filed with the South Downs 

National Park as this edition went to press.  For details, see bit.ly/sdnp-planning 

High Bank, Beechwood Lane, East Lavington GU28 0NA:  Proposed single-storey 

wraparound extension and two-storey rear extension. Alterations to existing roof 

including new roof tiles, dormers and roof raised with crown flat roof and solar panels. 

External and internal refurbishments. Replacement outbuilding. 

SDNP/23/04929/HOUS.  Received 22 Nov. 

Property watch 
Homes for sale locally, posted at rightmove.com since our previous edition: 

 

Still Room, Burton House, Burton Park, Duncton GU28 

0QU: Two-bedroomed split-level apartment in mansion 

house, one bathroom plus cloakroom, kitchen/ breakfast 

room, sitting room, snug, utility.  Private terraces.  Shared 

parkland grounds with tennis court and lakes.  130sq 

m/1,404sq ft. Guide price £450,000.  Savills, Petworth  01798 

303558.  Listed 5 Dec.   
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From Town Hall: Making the Rother healthy 

Our representative on Chichester District Council, John 

Cross, provides his regular update on his key issues of focus 

right now. 

In the last month I attended a Rother River Summit, which was 

organised by the South Downs National Park Authority 

(SDNPA).  I attend for three reasons: the river Rother runs   
through Fittleworth Ward, I am the Chichester District Council representative on 

the authority and thirdly it greatly interests me to see how and what can be done to 

not only improve the water quality of the River Rother, but also the nature recovery 

that is necessary to have a healthy river.    

It was surprising to see so many projects related to the Rother River, from nurturing 

the first beavers that have made the river their home (as yet no voles reported), to 

the work some of the landowners are undertaking to improve their patch of the river.  

There are more than 40 schemes already underway along the full length of the 

Rother – an amazing achievement.    

Yet more work needs to be done to make the Rother a healthy river again.  The 

Arun and Rother Rivers Trust (ARRT) has agreed to take the lead in coordinating.   

This will be a difficult task as there are many competing projects, and ones that may 

adversely affects others, hence the need for a coordinator body.    

Currently, there are three major polluters of the river.  Two are well known – 

Southern Water and the phosphates that run off farmland – but the third major 

polluter is the 1,600 septic tanks that, it is thought, are failing and leaching waste 

into tributaries and water courses that lead into the Rother.   

I will get back to this subject when we move things forward. 

I also attended a meeting, held again by SDNPA, for parishes concerning the 

updating of local plans and how parish priority statements and village design 

statements and neighbourhood plans contribute to the future of the park, to its 

planning for the needs of residents for decades ahead.   

Parish councils will have received emails and requests for information from the 

SDNPA.  Its officers will guide the parishes through the process.  The deadline for 

their responses – yet to be set – will determine the pace at which those local plans 

will need to emerge. 

Happy New Year! 
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Not the River Rother, but Graffham’s The Street, on Tuesday 12 December when 

rainwater gushing up from the drains under the road by The Woodman flooded 

it deeper than for some years.  Picture from a video posted to Facebook’s 

Graffham Noticeboard by Zoe Scaman. 
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Patricia Sherman 1927-2023 
Patricia Sherman, better known to many as Pat, passed away on 14 November, 

aged  96, after living at Fir Tree Cottage, Graffham for some 70 years.  Here’s 

an edited version of the tribute written by her son Barry for her funeral, at St 

Giles, on 14 December. 

Patricia was born on 15 March 1927 of Welsh parentage in Swansea.  While early 

family life was enjoyed by the sea and bays of the Gower Peninsula, it was 

overshadowed by the austerity of the depression, resulting in the eventual demise 

of their long-established bespoke boot and shoe making business.  

They relocated to London, where Patricia enrolled in a good school and a had 

normal childhood until 1 September 1939 when the school’s German headmistress 

was interned and Patricia was abruptly evacuated to Lodsworth – timely as both her 

home and school were to be bombed.  She lost the closeness of one loving family  

but was fortunate to gain that of another, the Stennings 

of Church Lane, Lodsworth.  She especially valued, 

for the rest of her life, the acquisition of a de facto 

younger ‘sister’, Lilly.  Patricia quickly became 

accustomed to country life.  She became a girl guide 

and part of a gymnastic team.   

Not being able to advance her education from the local 

school, she was obliged to leave and started work at 

Randalls’ village shop where her numeracy and 

adeptness with figures resulted in her dealing with the 

bookkeeping, order book and ration-book tasks.  She  
also became a Red Crosser, knitted big heavy socks for merchant navy seamen and 

excelled in a tap-dancing troupe, drawing on the genes of her father who years 

before had been a traditional Welsh clog dancer.  Her talents did not go unnoticed 

as towards the end of the war a band leader, visiting Lodsworth to entertain the 

troops stationed in the area, invited her to become part of their dance troupe.  She 

declined, however, as by then she had met Arthur John Sherman, husband to be, 

who was in the RAF. 

After the war she returned to a very different London. The family home was a 

bombed wasteland, as was her old school.  However, with her ‘get on with it’ 

attitude, she joined an accounting firm in Piccadilly as an office clerk, taking her 

bookkeeping skills on another level.  Although she greatly enjoyed her work, the 
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call of the country life and friends beckoned.  By then, Arthur, who went by the 

nickname Joe, had been demobbed. They married in July 1947, settling in 

Pulborough where son Barry arrived in November 1949. 

Two years later, Arthur’s father Alfred elected to semi-retire from his position as 

landlord of the Three Moles at Selham, after a busy 17 years there.  Arthur took 

over the pub, along with Pat.   She ran it during the day while he continued with his 

building maintenance and decorating business and in the evenings they joined 

forces.  Although the country was in a period of austerity with rationing still in 

force, the Three Moles was known as a happy place with traditional pub activities 

augmented by the music emanating from the much-loved gramophone sited in the 

front room.   Pat could be seen breaking into tap-dancing steps behind the bar. 

By 1955, after working unrelenting 16-hour days combined with raising a young 

child, she longed for a home of their own.  It was then that 1 & 2 Fir Tree Cottages 

and 1 & 2 Eggshell Cottages were put up for sale as single lot.  Pat and Joe bought  

 

them – and she started a new life as a Graffham 

housewife.  She quickly entered into local 

village life. Being sporty by nature she joined 

and played for Graffham Stoolball Club for a 

number of seasons and, later, Graffham Bowls 

Club, which became an important part of her 

life.  Even to this day above the stove in her day 

room is a phrase ‘Life is a game, but bowls 

serious’. 

Bookkeeping again entered her life, serving as 

treasurer of the bowls club for more than 20  

years, during which its playing surface was relaid.  No one could miss the rattle of 

the collection box for annual subs, match fees or raffle tickets.  

Pat was also a member, supporter of and participant in the Nursing Association 

(now the Graffham Health Support Association), Graffham Garden Group, the 

Village Shop Association, Recreation and Fete Committees as well as, predictably, 

the live band dance events at the Empire Hall. 

As the years rolled by, she slowed down to take life more calmly. An avid reader 

and knitter, she enjoyed a good film, documentaries and sport at any time.  Her 

sociability never waned, and she always welcomed visitors to her Graffham home 

of nearly 70 years, Fir Tree Cottage, where she had always wished to remain, to the 

end of her days.   
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June Taylor 1932-2032 
June Taylor left us on 1 December, after living at Guillods for 70 of her 91 years.  

This tribute is based on an article she contributed to the 2013 book Graffham 

Memories, Articles, Photos. 

June was born in Streatham, London, on, appropriately, 3 June 1932 and brought 

up in a Salvation Army home with her two sisters before moving to work at 

Charterhouse School in Godalming, where she met her first husband. 

They settled at first in Fernhurst with his family before hearing that a flat was 

becoming available to them – in Graffham’s Guillods.  They moved there in 1953, 

when son Raymond was eight months.  Second son Christopher was born there, 

followed by Michael. 

They moved to the house at Guillods that would be her home for more than half a 

century in the late 1960s.  She made many life-long friends there. 

After her first husband left the family, she married neighbour David, a Graffham 

man who had been raised in Eldridge Lane at what is now Peter’s Farm and went 

on to work on the farm at Seaford College and then Lavington Stud.  

David died in 2004. 

When her boys were old enough to go to school, June worked as a barmaid and 

cook at the Foresters Arms for eight years.  She remembered the New Year’s Eve 

and fancy dress parties there: “One year I dressed as Dame Edna Everidge in a wig.  

Another  year,  I  was  a  fairy,  but  at  the  time  I  had a bad leg and wore an elastic  

  
June with David – and with a cut out the late queen at a village jubilee event. 
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stocking so they called me the geriatric 

fairy!”  When the landlord Mr Standing 

went on holiday, June was left in charge. 

Later, she moved to the White Horse. 

She also worked as cleaner at some of the 

larger houses in the villages, including for 

the Duke and Duchess of Northumberland 

when they lived at The Potteries in the 

1980s.  They bought her a scooter to 

enable her to get around the village more 

easily.  She learned to drive it by going 

around the Rec with her L plates on.  

She joined in many village activities, first the Young Wives Club, then as a regular 

at social events at the pavilion and as one of the longest serving committee members 

of the District Nursing Association, forerunner to the Graffham Health Support 

Association. 

Des King, Irish regular at village pubs 

 

Friends of Des King are mourning his 

loss following his death in late 

November.  Although he did not live 

actually in Graffham, he was a regular 

fixture at the village’s pubs, propping up 

the bar with a pint of Guinness in hand, 

forever with a friendly word for anyone 

with time to chat and share a laugh. 

Born in Ireland, he moved to London 

when young before settling in our corner 

of the South Downs. 

The family conducted a private funeral. 

 

 

 

  

Did you know…?  You can raise funds for St Giles Church whenever 

you shop online – and zero cost to you.  To find out how simple it is, just 

go to stgilesgraffham.org/shopping-online 
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DOORS OPEN 7PM • DANCING STARTS 7.30PM

Cost £30 per person
Please bring your own drinks

Enquiries and to book please telephone 
Harriet Rowntree on 01798 867536

SATURDAY 27 JANUARY

DANCING TO THE SUSSEX PISTOLS

PIPING IN THE HAGGIS

BURNS SUPPER

Dance practices in the Empire Hall:
Sunday 7th, 14th and 21st of January 2024

4-6pm, £2 per session
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Welcome to the world, Otis! 

 
Back at Slow Grown Farm, 

proud parents Brett and Katie, 

with baby Otis 

Katie Forman and Brett Sacks, of Slow Grown 

Farm on Graffham’s border with Heyshott – 

and regular contributors to these pages –  have 

had their first Christmas as parents.  Son Otis 

was born on Sunday 29 October at 4.55pm at St 

Richard’s Hospital, weighing 6lbs (2.72kg). 

The plan had been for him to enter the world at 

their home at the farm, but after a long labour 

the midwives decided that specialist facilities 

were needed, so an ambulance was called to 

transfer Katie to St Richard’s– taking a number 

of detours along the way to avoid floods. 

After a couple of nights under the care of the 

“amazing team” at the hospital, Katie and Otis 

were declared fit enough to return home – by 

when the floods had thankfully abated! 

 

Graffham Garden Group 
New Year lunch 

Wednesday 31 January 2024, 12.30pm for 1pm 

Empire Hall 
£19 a head, two courses including wine, coffee and mints 

Booking sheet will be in Graffham Village Shop from                   
1 December to 20 January to make your meal choices: 

Mains:  Fish pie, chicken curry or feta and spinach pie 

Puds: Sticky toffee pudding or profiteroles 

All members and partners warmly welcome 

New memberships or renewals £2 on the day 

Please book early to avoid disappointment.     Payment in cash on the day. 
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Graffham Gourmet:  The Three Moles 
A new regular feature in which our food and drink critic checks out a local 

eatery.  This month, we head on a Saturday evening to The Three Moles. 

Selham’s jewel, The Three Moles, was the venue chosen 

by a returning son for a pre-Christmas family night out - he 

was even picking up the tab! The yuletide decorations 

decking the pub’s façade are particularly impressive from 

the car park and there was the usual welcoming warmth 

inside, and in the cosy function room downstairs, log 

burner blazing away, a ‘works do’ was in full swing.   

Despite the Three Moles’ Victorian origins (readers may remember last year’s 

articles covering its 150th anniversary), landlords Tom Richardson and Ollie 

Boulton (somehow reaching the seventh anniversary of their arrival next May) have 

a thoroughly 21st century choice of food and drinks available.  

Veggies and vegans can find some pub options limited, but not at the Moles, where 

a whole page caters for them.  Gluten-free and eco needs are accommodated, too.  

You won’t pay more than £17.95 (the enormous 16-ounce Mole Burger, and lamb 

shank) for the main meals, with most around £15. Apart from a couple of exceptions 

(chicken pesto, BBQ chicken, £16.50), the 12-inch pizzas are also £15-ish with the 

exception of the Rustic Classic at a mere £11.50. Eight-inchers are about £10, and 

a gluten-free base and vegan cheese are available on any of the 11 varieties. There 

is nothing more costly than £12.95 on the veggie/vegan page and, for the less 

famished, “light bites” are also on offer.  

Of the 132 reviews of the pub currently on TripAdvisor, 108 (82 per cent) rate the 

pub “excellent” and another 18 “very good”, making over 95 per cent in total. You 

have to go back to 2021 to find anybody negative. 

Two of the herbivores in our party chose the nachos at £9.95 (which were described 

as “top tier” by the consumers), with the other selecting the chilli tacos, rendered 

vegan by the omission of the sour cream from the guacamole, salsa and mixed 

leaves accompaniment.  

The residual carnivores opted for the standard beef burger (£14.95), the rack of 

slow-cooked, BBQ-seasoned pork ribs (£16.50) and the Mexican chicken burger 

(£14.50), all of which were of course fries-positive.  

Anybody who has eaten at The Three Moles will know there is no skimping on the  
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portions, but despite this all 

our plates were left with a 

thinner glaze by the time they 

had been scraped clean.   We 

were fussed over throughout 

by Jodie and Dima, who also 

made sure the dog was 

thoroughly attended to – the 

Moles must be the ultimate in 

canine-friendly hostelries.  

It all came in at £135 for the six 

of us, and that included the 

drinks, comprising a bottle of 
 

A selection of Three Moles dishes.  
prosecco, three softs (ginger beer and two fat Cokes) and a pint each of a seasonal 

ale (‘Eat, Drink & Be Merry’, from Somerset), the flagship Tribute (from St Austell 

in Cornwall) and Grolsch.  Were we so disposed, a good range of alcohol-free 

bottles and tins are also available (I’m told the Guinness-zero actually tastes like 

the real stuff).  Some of the aforementioned reviews have also raved about the 

comprehensive range of gins on sale, and the several flavours of Thatcher’s cider. 

Summer will of course bring the glorious beer garden, fully landscaped in 2018 

with a permanent, large marquee and outside bar, back into play.  There will be the 

usual shindig, with live music from 9pm, on New Year’s Eve, when the pub will be 

open from 12 noon to 1am, with the kitchen offering its legendary roasts from 12-

3pm and outstanding pizzas from 6-9pm.  On New Year’s Day opening hours are 

from 12noon to 10pm, with the kitchen going from 12-3pm and 5.30-8pm. The 

normal kitchen opening hours are listed below. 

Verdict:  Why bother traipsing into Midhurst or Chichester for a decent burger or 

pizza fix when it’s on your doorstep?  Or why cook your Sunday lunch at home? 

Kitchen opening hours: Monday and Tuesday 5.30-8pm, Wednesday pub 

closed, Thursday 12 noon-2pm, 5.30-8pm, Friday 12 noon-2pm, 5.30-9pm, 

Saturday 12 noon-2pm, 5.30-9pm, Sunday 12 noon-3.30pm (roasts), 6-8pm (pizzas, 

including the original Sunday Roast pizza!). Current offers include ‘buy one pizza, 

get another half-price” when eating in on a Saturday, and ‘Mexican Mondays’ 

(meal and a glass of wine for £15 per person).  No children under the age of 14. 

Contacts:  thethreemoles.co.uk, 01798 861303, Facebook, Instagram, X. 
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T: 01483 208408

E: office@ghinn.net

www.ghinn.net

For over 50 years Ghinn & Co. have 

been helping home owners improve 

and extend their properties throughout 

Surrey and West Sussex.

Call now for a FREE, professional 
quotation from the experts.

 

 

Work party dates 
Sunday 7 January 

Saturday 10 February 

Saturday 9 March 

  

Coffee, tea and cakes provided! 

Join us for some outdoor fun and 

exercise after which you can feel 

virtuous for having done something 

positive for your environment!   

                      

 
 

Work parties meet at St Giles Church, Graffham, at 9.30am.     

You will need a pair of gloves, strong shoes or boots and warm clothing.    

Please email jimkirke@hotmail.com if you plan to come along and say if 

you would like a ride up so he can arrange transport. 
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Graffham Parish News’ jocund January quiz 
Ten quick fire questions from Bill Barrett to test your local, topical and wider 

general knowledge.  Answers at foot of page 42 (no cheating now!) 

1  In 1874-5 architect GE Street redesigned St Giles’ Church as 

a memorial to which recently deceased Bishop of Winchester?  

2 In which village’s church will you find the Lady Mary May 

monument - [a] Cocking, [b] Singleton, [c] Lavant? 

3 Which Middle Eastern leader has a surname which means 

‘God has given? 

4  Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone (left), who died on 3 

January 1981, aged 97, was whose last surviving grandchild 

5 What is the more common name of the flower Galanthus 

nivalis? 

6 What is the cube root of 8,291,469,824? 

7 The Canary Islands are named after which animal? 

8 Which cricketing noun has been added to Collins’ 2024 dictionary, and is one of 

their ten Words of the Year? 

9  Dusty Springfield (right) was the opening act on which 

weekly BBC TV show, which ran until 2006, when it first 

aired on 1 January 1964? 

10  In Joe Walsh’s landmark 1978 single Life’s Been Good, 

what did his Maserati do? 

  

 

 

He got 25 days 
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DOORS AND BAR OPEN 7.30PM
 Tickets £12.50 from www.empirehall.org.uk/tickets

GRAFFHAM EMPIRE HALL
FRIDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 8.00PM
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Placing bids at the silent auction – which earned a bumper £5,500 in total. 

Christmas Fair nets all-time record for St Giles 
By all accounts, 2023’s Graffham Christmas Fair, in the Empire Hall on Saturday 

2 December, was one of the best yet.  In financial terms, it was by a long way a 

record breaker.  As the biggest single fund-raiser of the year for St Giles, it more 

than lived up to its billing, with an estimated £9,000 plus raised for our village 

church – much needed at a time when its roof has been undergoing its biggest 

overhaul for decades. The biggest contributor was the silent auction, which by itself 

raised some £5,500, spurred on by a number of exceptionally generous donations 

and bidders.  One item alone was knocked down for £2,000, and another for £1,500. 

  

The ever popular home produce stall took record receipts while the new 

jewellery stand also attracted a great deal of attention. 
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Singalong time around the piano, while the raffle team were kept busy. 

Almost 1,500 raffle tickets were snapped up, at £1 each, lured, again, by some 

wonderful donated prizes. 

The café zone, manned by St Giles’ bell ringers, came under such high demand that 

they had to send out for additional supplies of mulled wine. 

The ever-popular home produce stall, groaning under the weight of cakes, other 

bakes and preserves and Christmas decorations donated by the village’s generous 

cooks and crafters, surpassed £1,000 in takings for the first time. 

Marie Bracey, who led the team of organisers, said: “It was an amazing success, 

with so many playing their part in reaching that fantastic total.  It was also good 

fun, a great atmosphere and a wonderful way to kick start the Christmas season.” 

  
Ginny shows off her baubles, while neighbours chat in the happy hall. 

All pictures by © John Bracey and Holly Sabin. 
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Graffham’s hibernators in the hills 
Is the winter weather tempting you to hunker down for the next couple of 

months?  If so, you’re sure to be outdone by other locals – the Hazel dormice to 

be found in Graffham Down Trust’s reserves.  Carole Kirke explains all – and 

how the village is working to preserve them and their habitat. 

Most people will know what a hazel dormouse looks like – although few of us have 

actually seen one ourselves, though we are lucky enough to count this increasingly 

rare, shy, sleepy and beautiful creature as one of our neighbours here in Graffham.     

They are undeniably cute – large black eyes, soft fine fur and fluffy tails, with 

gripping pads on their feet making them feel almost sticky and enabling them to 

climb among branches.   

They have little, if anything, in common with ordinary mice and rats, which belong 

to the family ‘muridae’, along with many hundreds of other species.  The dormouse, 

however, is a member of the ’gliridae’ family, which features only 20 or so species 

worldwide with the Hazel dormouse its only representative native to Britain. 

They only breed once or twice a year, with about four young in each litter.  They 

live much longer than ordinary mice and rats, too – about five years in the wild.  

Also to be found in Britain, mostly in the Chilterns, is the Edible dormouse, but this 

isn’t native.  It was brought to our country in 1902 by Walter Rothschild and 

released into the wild.  It is very different to our native Hazel dormouse.  It’s much 

larger and was originally likened to a chinchilla.  It can cause a lot of damage to 

people’s houses, giving dormice a bad name.   

Our native Hazel dormice have become progressively rarer for many years, but 

people hardly noticed because they are so elusive.  In the late 19th century dormice 

 
Branching out          © Clare Pengelly 

could be found in all but two 

English and Welsh counties, but 

during the 20th century they 

became extinct in 20 English 

counties.  The State of Britain’s 

Dormice 2023 study reported that 

between 2000 and 2022 the 

population fell by 70 per cent.   

As a result, the current 

classification     of     the     Hazel 



  

January 2024    Graffham Parish News 29 

 
A Hazel dormouse fast asleep on a bed of leaves.                © Michael Walker 

dormouse as ‘vulnerable’ may now need to be upgraded to ‘endangered’.   In any 

event, it is a protected species by law, so you must not catch or disturb them or 

interfere with their habitat.   

Hardly anything was known about the ecology of the Hazel dormouse until 

relatively recently.  In 1983 zoologist Pat Morris started to find out more about 

them.  He and his research partner Paul Bright were instrumental in setting up the 

National Dormouse Monitoring Programme (NDMP), which charts long-term 

dormouse population trends.   

It has about 400 monitoring sites now across the UK, each with 50 nesting boxes 

which are checked monthly between May and October, with data on numbers, 

gender, weight, age and breeding condition entered onto a national database.  This 

programme has been running for more than 25 years, giving a fantastic record on 

the state of the species across the country. 

Graffham Down Trust has been taking part in the NDMP for a number of years.  

Since 2017, the boxes in our reserves have been monitored by South Downs 

National Park ranger Chloe Goddard.  To do the monitoring, you must be licenced 

and Chloe is currently training up three Graffham residents to help with the activity. 

4 Continued on next page 
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4 Continued on from previous page 

The greatest threat to Hazel dormice is the removal or the inappropriate 

management of woodland and hedgerows.  They also find it challenging to 

hibernate in wet, mild winters, so climate change is also having an effect. 

They are found in diverse, species-rich woodland and hedgerows, which is also 

good for a broad range of flora and fauna, so their presence is a good indicator of 

animal and plant diversity in an ecosystem, making them a flagship species for the 

management and conservation of woodland.   

Hazel dormice are arboreal and nocturnal.  They forage in the tree canopy and in 

scrub at night.  They are sequential, specialist feeders, eating nectar, pollen, seeds, 

fruit, nuts and invertebrates.  They build a range of nests – summer nests to sleep 

in during the day, breeding nests to raise their young, and hibernation nests in the 

winter.  They make their nests from a variety of material – strips of honeysuckle 

bark, green hazel leaves, bark, grass, moss, bracken, woven into a ball about the 

size of a grapefruit, in natural cavities in trees and in scrub.  They move home 

frequently and only come to the ground to hibernate between October and April, 

with their ground nests giving a more stable temperature over the winter.   

The average healthy dormouse weighs about 20g, but as they fatten up before 

hibernation they can be as heavy as 35g. 

They can enter a state of torpor for part of the day, as they come out of hibernation 

in the spring or, in the summer, during bad weather or periods of poor food supply.  

Their body cools down and they curl up as if they are in hibernation, saving energy, 

but this delays their breeding season, so they may not have time for a second litter 

– a further challenge to the future well-being of this delightful species we are lucky 

enough to have as our neighbours. 

 
Mum and young in a box  © Selena Bone 

How you can help 
The dormice boxes currently in our 

reserves will need renovation and 

replacement this winter.  If you 

would like to help by donating 

towards the cost involved, there’ll 

be a dormouse box to take your 

cash at Graffham Village Shop this 

month – or contact Graffham 

Down Trust via 

graffhamdowntrust.co.uk 
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Bill’s bygones:  Foodbank, lych-gate, OBE 
A regular feature in which joint editor Bill Barrett looks back at what was 

happening in the village and the wider world this month in the past.   

10 years ago – January 2014:  Hilary Major and Penny Jennings organise 

a highly successful Burns Night at the Empire Hall.  Pine trees and rhododendron 

are extensively cleared from Gallows Hill. Two Williams’ hold the UK number 

ones - Pharrell’s single Happy and Robbie’s album Swings Both Ways.  England’s 

cricketers are hammered 5-0 by the Australians.  Deaths of 11th Israeli prime 

minister Ariel Sharon (aged 85), athlete and Chichester MP (1969-74) Chris 

Chataway (82), singer Phil Everly (74), Portuguese footballer Eusébio (71) and 

actor Roger Lloyd-Pack (Trigger in Only Fools & Horses, 69). 

25 years ago – January 1999:  The Millenium Co-ordinating Committee, 

chaired by Don Allen and comprising June Challen, Allan Findlay, Diana  

Kingsmill, Stuart Le Fevre and Diana White, outlines 

proposals to mark the occasion, including a lych-gate at 

St Giles – one of Johnny Covington’s designs is 

approved.  Death of Graffham painter and decorator 

Francis “Taffy” Jones, aged 82. The Euro currency is 

established.  Release of Fatboy Slim’s number one   

single Praise You. Martina Hingis wins her third successive Australian Open 

singles title. Who Wants to Be a Millionaire is watched by 17 million viewers.  

Holby City airs for the first time. 

50 years ago – January 1974:  Gwen Mullins, of Shuttles, Graffham, is 

awarded an OBE for charitable works in the New Year’s Honours list. Graffham 

Tennis Club holds a successful hop when 75 couples dance to the Bernard 

Marshall Band, but lighting is kept to a minimum because of the fuel crisis. The 

latter also causes sales of large cars to drop 50 per cent. The introduction of the 

three-day week affects 573 workers in the Chichester and Midhurst area and Gor’ 

Blimey, What a Mess is the subject discussed at Graffham Men’s Forum, held at 

Sandrock.  Severe cuts in expenditure mean a £650,000 sewerage improvement 

scheme for Graffham, Heyshott and East Lavington is shelved.  A new £2.8 

million bypass route proposed for Petworth involves digging a 350-yard-long 

tunnel 80 yards from Petworth House - the scheme could be completed within two 

years but is later dropped.   The 10th Commonwealth Games open in Christchurch, 

New Zealand.  Death of movie mogul Sam Goldwyn (91) 
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Graffham Chronicles: The Old Ways 
With many of us thinking of going for more walks as one of our New Year’s 

resolutions, village historian Pauline Goodwin in her regular column this 

mont, remembers when our legs were the prime means of transport in and 

around Graffham in days of yore. 
‘Watch the path of your feet – and all your ways will be established.’ 

Proverbs 4:26 

An extensive countywide network of paths exists in West Sussex.  Many are located 

along the ridgeways of the Downs and were carved out by the feet of dawn people.   

As Robert McFarlane, author of the authoritative book on this subject The Old 

Ways, says: “The chalk is also likely to have carried the first significant hominin 

trails, which… followed the lines of game trails and must count as being the earliest 

acts of human landscaping.”  

The oldest dates back 6,000 years to the Neolithic period.  Routes have always been 

needed to cross the wall of the Downs to gain access to the bounty of the sea and 

foreshore, but most will be medieval in origin and closely associated with sheep, 

mutton and wool.  

Today our county has 2,500 miles (4,000 km) of public rights of way, including 

footpaths, bridleways, restricted byways and those open to all traffic. 

Looking back along the corridors of time, paths provided doorways onto the world. 

All life passed here: transport of animals and trappings, movement and access, 

gathering of food, interactions and communication with other groups.  

The names given to these paths reveal their origins: church ways, coffin paths, 

burial roads, funeral roads, lych ways, procession roads, corpse roads, monk’s 

trods, drovers' ways, green roads, pilgrims' ways and hollow ways.  

Wooded West Sussex has many hollow ways which have been carved out by 

generations of hoof prints with vegetation growing up the sides and over the top, 

making a tunnel.  This verge vegetation can indicate the age of the path.  Hooper’s 

Rule is a rule of thumb used to date a hedgerow.  It states the age of a hedge is equal 

to the number of woody species in a 30 yard stretch, times 110, plus 30 years.  A 

hedge with two woody species would be 2 x 110 + 30 = 250 years.  

Another name for the steep downland paths of West Sussex is ‘bostal’.  The word 

itself is from the Sussex dialect and is said to be rooted in the Anglo Saxon beorh  
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A South Downs holloway path – at nearby Halnaker, dating to pre-Roman times. 

(meaning hill) and stigel (rising path) hence beorh-stigel (or bostal) meaning ‘hill- 

path’.   The functions of the humble footpath, these human highways, have changed 

so much and so too the attitudes towards the land over which they pass, in terms of 

control and ownership.  More change is observed as many human interactions today 

occur across an information superhighway and yet physical pathways still exist and 

the majority of people who use these paths do so in pursuit of leisure, a concept 

which would have been so alien to those ancients. 

In its current access provision document West Sussex County Council (WSCC) 

refers to these paths as “the rights of way network”.  This term “rights of way” 

opens our eyes to the complex relationship that humans have with the land and their 

movements across it.  

In early mediaeval times agriculture took place in open fields with yeoman farmers 

cultivating strips of land.  In the 12th century, a move started towards ownership or 

renting of fields, usually based on informal agreements, and this became popular in 

Tudor times.  But in the 17th century it became the practice to apply for an Act of 

Parliament to obtain authorisation for a land enclosure.  Between 1604 and 1914, 

more than 5,200 enclosure Bills were enacted by Parliament, covering some 6.8 

million acres – or just more than a fifth of the total area of England.  From this time, 

signs began to appear declaring “Private Property, Trespassers will be prosecuted.” 

From the start of the 19th century, walking began to be a pastime and the pendulum 

4 Continued on next page 
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began to swing back from landowners to walkers, culminating in an 1835 Act of 

Parliament which decreed that all footpath closures should come before a jury.  On 

24 April, 1932, a ramblers' campaign began and one protest saw 10,000 protesters 

near Castleton marching to secure use of a pass.   

In 1949, the National Park and Access to the Countryside Act was passed.  Shortly 

afterwards, path identification at a micro local level was in full swing.   

The Graffham Archive holds documents dating from 1950, detailing the ensuing 

battles by the parish council to ensure that the status of public rights of way were 

determined and recognised.  A letter dated 20 April 1950 from WSCC to S. A. 

Blakesley of Popple Hill Cottage, then clerk to Graffham Parish Council, details “a 

list of rights of way claimed to date as public”.  A total of 29 paths were identified 

and the letter asked for the parish council to identify other claims for paths. 

A new era for footpaths and their classifications had begun.  A number of paths 

became the source of very lengthy, prolonged battles.  Dealings with WSCC were 

difficult.  The archives include a note written by the late Daphne Taylor, one of the 

village’s true path warriors, who sent a complaint and petition signed by 71 locals 

stating that “there was a great feeling in Graffham at the cavalier way our parish 

council has been treated by your (county) council”.  As its chairman, Dick Challen 

also sent a letter on behalf of the parish council with a “strongly worded protest”.  

These campaigns were not easy!  

One of the first major battles to be fought by Graffham Parish Council was over the 

right of way between Graffham with Woolavington’s then two churches – St Giles 

in Graffham and St Peter’s in East Lavington, which is now Seaford College’s 

chapel.  This route runs along what is now called The Drive, between West Lodge  

 
A Graffham Archive photo showing 

Lavington Park’s West Gate in the 

days before a barrier across the road. 

and the college.  Historically, 

parishioners from the joint parish would 

attend both churches, walking between 

the two.  There had been other trails to St 

Peter’s – a footpath below the modern 

driveway, called Ladies’ Walk, that had 

become unused by 1914, and another 

track which “ran through the foot of the 

woods along the alignment of the old 

coaching road to the parish boundary … 

(so  to  St  Peter’s)”.   The  untangling  of 
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these rights of way led to a protracted wrangle to establish a legal way and its status.  

When I was a child, the gate at West Lodge, opposite St Giles, stood open but was 

locked for one day each year, supposedly to maintain the right to close it.   

The most infamous dogfight of all was the battle for RUPP 952, the pathway that 

begins next to Ladywell Cottage and continues to Cocking along the ridgeway.  

This legal battle took the best part of 10 years to reach a final resolution.  Many, 

many stalwarts from Graffham grafted tirelessly to secure the result that 

safeguarded this ancient route and its habitat, including the unique mosses on 

Heyshott Down. The substantial metal gate at Ladywell is a symbol of that 

prohibition order against the use of mechanical vehicles.  

To achieve this result, the parish council enlisted the aid of villagers, asking them 

to record any examples of misuse by motor vehicles on the path.  Special incident 

forms and log sheets were provided and a team of four people volunteered to collate 

them.  In a document from the archive entitled ‘Long Bostle Downland Action 

Group (Monitoring Survey)’, it states that “because of various unpleasant incidents 

on the Downs, it is essential that anyone recording incidents…. does so in a discreet 

and non-confrontational manner”.  Surely passions were running very high. 

Countless groups were involved in the 

process to achieve a TRO (Traffic 

Regulation Order) on RUPP 952.  Several 

walkers’ associations, wildlife groups, 

six parish councils, various trusts, MPs 

and the Society for Sussex Downsmen 

were all called upon to add their weight 

to the campaign, while opponents 

included the British Driving Society, The 

Trail Riders’ Fellowship and Land 

Access Recreation Group.  

Finally, in November 2001, a letter was 

sent out proclaiming that the Long Bostle 

Downland Preservation society had won 

the court action and a TRO was awarded 

to RUPP 952.   

A lunchtime celebration party was held at 

noon on the final Sunday of that month.  

This was a victory worthy of celebration! 

 
RUPP952, the path from Graffham’s 

Ladywell Cottage to Cocking – and 

subject of the village’s most infamous 

rights of way dogfight. 
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December proved dryer than November, allowing tennis fixtures to go ahead 

as planned, but the darker evenings mean that much of the sporting activity can 

be found indoors in the Empire Hall. 

Pickleball in the Empire Hall     
This is a new social get-together activity for everyone, regardless of your sporting 

abilities – if you’re more than 70 years young and thought your tennis or badminton 

days were over, this is for you! writes Beanie Bradley.  Everyone can join in.  It’s 

fun for all the family to play together, stimulate their cognitive skills and laugh a 

lot.  We currently have an age difference of 60 years between players – and that is 

the spirit of Graffham! 

We play in teams to start with, getting to know the rules in a low-key fashion, and 

we end the evening finding our ‘king and queen’ of the court.  Our pickle is slightly  

adapted to fit the Empire Hall, but it 

works really well. 

The simple rules are that you must serve 

underarm with a foot touching the base 

line, and the ball has to bounce on each 

side of court before going live for volleys. 

You change players when you’ve lost 

your point, with the winners staying on. 

In a proper match, the winner is the first 

to 11 points, subject to being two points 

clear.   

 
Graffham’s pickleball players during 

one of their Sunday afternoon sessions 

in the Empire Hall. 

We plan to have doubles and single tournaments in the New Year. Our venue is a 

great hall so do come along to spectate up in the gallery. Music and refreshments 

are available, too. 

In future I see some great matches to be had, with the upcoming Graffham 

Picklemasters – with the atmosphere of a volleyball tournament.   

Pickleball is a great activity to play in the dry during the winter months – a little bit 

of light exercise and something for families and friends to come together and have 

fun.  Come along, get into a pickle and see why it is the fastest growing sport for 

all – Sunday afternoons in the Empire Hall, usually from 5 to 6pm. 

Reports from the Rec                    Edited by Philippa Sanders 
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Graffham Badminton Club 
Wednesday evening badminton session continue throughout the year but seem 

particularly cosy in the heated Empire Hall in the winter months.   

Although the club has been in existence for some time, it has only just launched an 

annual tournament.  Contested by the most regular members, the pairings have been 

carefully selected to make for an even contest.   

In the earliest matches, Angie Thornley and Philippa Sanders narrowly defeated 

Tony Rabina and Stuart Mathie but could not get the better of Jeeva and an injured 

David Sanders (playing left-handed).  The following week’s matches ended with 

wins again for Angie and Philippa against Christina Federowicz and Nick 

Montgomery.  The latter were beaten by Jeeva and David, who are looking 

favourites at this stage in the round robin.  More next month! 

Yoga in the Empire Hall 
A third weekly yoga session has been added in the Empire Hall – in the evening, 

on Thursdays, from 6.15 to 7.30pm, and aimed at beginners and intermediates. 

Like the established two sessions – on Wednesdays, also for beginners and 

intermediates, and Fridays, for intermediates and advanced seoners, both from 9 to 

10.15am, they are being led by Debs Albon.   Each class costs £16 – reduced to £14 

for block bookings. 

Debs has been practicing and teaching Hatha yoga for more than 25 years  and  
4 Continued on page 39 
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Specialist travel insurance
from the experts

Winter
Sports
Insurance

w: retail.mpibrokers.com/graffham     t: 01428 664265 e: info@mpibrokers.com

✓ On and off piste - with or without guide

✓ 24hr emergency medical cover - 

including rescue by helicopter

✓ Discounted family rates

✓ Snowparks

✓ Ski event cancellation cover

✓ Up to age 80 - over 80, please call

✓ Covid cover extension option

✓ Personal liability - injuring other skiers

and cover for ski leading

Online discount and MPI will also make a small donation to village charities for every policy sold
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is a fully qualified and insured teacher with the British Wheel of Yoga and the  
internationally recognised body Yoga Alliance.  She holds further qualifications as 

a tutor for Anusara Yoga (Anusara = grace and flow, a form of Hatha yoga which 

combines tantric spiritual practices with an emphasis on the re-alignment of the 

body in movements and poses), Kundalini practices, pre- and post-natal yoga, yoga 

as therapy and meditation.  Traditional Hatha yoga incorporates a deeper focus on 

inner re-alignment by using asana/posture work (both flow and static), breathing 

practices (pranayama), mudra and bandha and deep relaxation to enhance the subtle 

flow of energy, and helping to develop strength, flexibility and aiding the 

detoxification process to bring balance to all levels of your being. 

As those taking part in her established two sessions can testify, Debs brings her 

sense of humour, dynamic style of teaching and close attention to alignment detail 

to ensure a supportive, fun and fruitful experience. 

To find out more or make a booking, call Debs on 07790 367009 or email her at 

deborah.albon@gmail.com 

Graffham Tennis Club  
Graffham’s Mixed team continued to hold their own in the heights 

of Division One.   A strong team of Emma Amin, Andy Craig, 

Andy Major and Sarah Selman fought an epic battle against   
Headley A to lose narrowly, 3-5.  Graffham Ladies are positioned at the top of 

Division 2 despite struggling against a ‘crafty’ Denmead team.  In the only East 

Hants League match played since our December edition went to press, Graffham’s 

Ladies lost 1-7 to Denmead in the Division 2 doubles.  All club fixtures in January 

are away.   

 

 
 

  

 

TEDDY TIME  

IN THE PAVILION 

TODDLER GROUP 

Wednesdays 10.15-11.30am 

Pavilion, Graffham Rec 

No charge.   

All welcome.   

Just come along! 
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St Giles to host PACT’s Christian Unity service 

 

Churchgoers from all denominations across the district 

will be converging on our village’s St Giles Church as it 

hosts 2024’s Christian Unity Services arranged by 

Petworth Area Churches Together (PACT).  It takes place 

on Sunday 21 January at 3pm.  All are welcome. 

The following week, Petworth’s United Reformed Church  

(URC) will be the venue for PACT’s lunchtime talks, with a soup and roll lunch 

offered from 12.30pm. No bookings are needed and, again, all are welcome.  

Speakers include: 

• Monday 22 January – Rev Anne Lewitt, from Petworth’s URC. 

• Tuesday 23 January – Father Peter Newsam of Petworth’s Roman Catholic 

Sacred Heart Church. 

• Wednesday 24 January – Rev David Crook, from Fittleworth’s Church of 

England St Mary’s, Fittleworth. 

• Thursday 25 January – John Riddell, of Tillington. 

 

 



Graffham Parish News    January 2024 42 

Who’s doing what at St Giles in December 
Here’s the rota for 10.30am services this month.  If you cannot do your slot, please 

arrange a swap and advise Diane Bellis at diane.bellis@gmail.com and the Rev 

Vivien at reverendvivien@gmail.com 

 Welcomers Reader Reading Refreshments 
7 Diane Bellis Ann Brown Isaiah 60 v1-6 Nettie Lanaghan 

14 
Fiona Mackie and 

Yvonne Churchward 
Phillip Turner Psalm 139 v1-5,12-18 To be confirmed 

21 Ann Brown Sue Hill Luke 10 v25-37 Phillip Turner 

28 Marie Bracey Nettie Lanaghan Luke 2 v22-40 Sue Hill 

 

Flowers 

 

Diane Bellis 

Annual church big clean 

Saturday 13 January 

Other denominations locally 
Methodist: Midhurst.  Minister: David Muskett  Tel: 01730 233436. email:  

superintendent@esanddcircuit.org.uk.  Web: midhurstmethodist.com   Worship: Sundays 

10.00am, and Café Church 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 10.30am.  

Roman Catholic:  The Catholic Churches of Saints Anthony and George, Duncton, The 

Divine Motherhood and St Francis of Assisi, Midhurst, and The Sacred Heart, Petworth.  

email:  petworth.abdiocese.org.uk. Tel: 01798 342169. Web: www.petworthcatholic.org 

Mass 

Sun 

8am Duncton 
Thu 

9.30am Petworth 

9.30am Midhurst 12noon Midhurst Convent 

11am Petworth Fri 6.30pm Petworth 

Tue 10.30am Petworth 
Sat 

9.30am Midhurst 

Wed 9.30am Midhurst 5.30pm Petworth 

Society of Friends (Quakers): St Anne's Community Centre, St Anne's Hill, Midhurst, 

GU29 9NN.  Web:  sussexwestquakers.org.uk  Meetings:  2nd and 4th Sundays 10.30am. 

United Reformed Church:  Petworth. Minister: Revd Anne Lewitt   Tel: 01798 872535. 

Web: petworthurc.co.uk  Worship: Sundays 10.30am. 

  Quiz answers (from page 23) 
1 Samuel Wilberforce.  2 St Nicholas’, Mid Lavant.  3 Queen Victoria’s.  4 

Benjamin Netanyahu.  5 Common snowdrop.  6 2024.  7 Dog.  8 Bazball.  9 Top of 

the Pops.  10 One eighty-five. 

http://www.petworthcatholic.org/
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What’s on at our village church and chapel 
• All residents of and visitors to Graffham are welcome to all services. 

• St Giles Church is at the far south end of Graffham Street, near the Downs. 

• All Saints' Chapel is opposite Graffham Village Shop. 

• Both St Giles Church and All Saints' Chapel are open daily.  

• See stgilesgraffham.org or Facebook's @stgilesgraffham for any changes. 

• Teddy Time is at the Rec Pavilion every Wednesday 10.15 to 11.30am. 

December 

31 Sun 10.30am Parish Eucharist Christmas 1 St Giles Church 

January 

2 Tue  No Morning Prayer or Pilgrims  

7 Sun 10.30am Parish Eucharist for Epiphany  St Giles Church 

8 Mon 1-3pm Visionary meeting for PCC members The Rectory 

9 Tues 9.30am Morning Prayer then Pilgrims at 10 All Saints Chapel 

10 Wed 12-2pm ‘Food with Friends’ singles lunch The Rectory 

13 Sat 9am ‘Come and Sing’ to be confirmed St Giles Church 

14 Sun 
10.30am Parish Eucharist Epiphany 2 St Giles Church 

4pm BCP Evensong – note earlier time All Saints Chapel 

16 Tue 9.30am Morning Prayer then Pilgrims at 10am All Saints Chapel 

17 Wed 7pm PCC meeting with Archdeacon Luke The Rectory 

21 Sun 

9am BCP Holy Communion St Giles Church 

10.30am Family Eucharist St Giles Church 

3pm Christian Unity Service St Giles Church 

23 Tue  No Morning Prayer or Pilgrims  

28 Sun 10.30am Parish Eucharist Epiphany  St Giles Church 

30 Tue 9.30am Morning Prayer then Pilgrims at 10am All Saints Chapel 

February 

1 Thu 2.30pm PCC ‘Community’ meeting tbc 

3 Sat 9.30am ‘Come and Sing’ St Giles Church 

4 Sun 10.30am Parish Eucharist  St Giles Church 

6 Tue 9.30am Morning Prayer then Pilgrims at 10am All Saints Chapel  

We rely on the generosity of villagers and visitors to safeguard the future of Graffham’s St Giles 

Church and the ability of our parish to deliver its mission to the community it serves – including this 

magazine.  Please support it through a donation – preferably a regular one via our Parish Giving 

Scheme.  You can also raise donations for St Giles virtually every time you shop online – at no extra 

cost to you.  For full details, see www.bit.ly/stggive1  
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What’s on in and around the village  
December 

31 Sun 
Evening New Year’s Eve party  Foresters Arms 

Evening New Year’s Eve party Three Moles 

January 

1 Mon New Year’s Day bank holiday 

2 Tue WSCC schools term starts – but Midhurst Rother College INSET day 

6 Sat 
 Epiphany  

9am-2pm Midhurst Farmers Market Midhurst 

7 Sun 
9.30am Graffham Down Trust work party (page 22) Meet at St Giles 

4-6pm Burn’s Night dancing practice (page 16) Empire Hall 

8 Mon  Seaford College term starts 

9 Tue 9-11am Great Feet foot health professional1 Empire Hall 

10 Wed 

12noon Food with friends Rectory 

1-2pm Petworth Patient drop in event (see page 7) Petworth Surgery 

7pm Graffham Parish Council meeting Empire Hall 

11 Thu 2.30pm Thursday Club talk on Coultershaw mill etc Empire Hall 

14 Sun 
4-6pm Burn’s Night dancing practice (page 16) Empire Hall 

7pm Folk music night Three Moles 

15 Mon 6.15pm East Lavington Parish Council meeting Seaford Coll 

20 Sat 7pm Songwriters Circle Music Night (pages 18-19) Empire Hall 

21 Sun 
3pm Petworth Area Christian Unity service St Giles 

4-6pm Burn’s Night dancing practice (page 16) Empire Hall 

24 Wed 12.30pm Lunch Club2  Empire Hall 

27 Sat 

10-11am Community garden work party War Memorial 

9am-1pm Petworth Farmers Market Petworth 

7pm Burns Night celebration (see page 16) Empire Hall 

30 Tue 9-11am Great Feet foot health professional1 Empire Hall 

31 Wed 12.30pm 
Graffham Garden Group new year lunch 
(see page 17) 

Empire Hall 

February 

2 Fri 9.30am Come and sing! St Giles 

3 Sat 9am-2pm Midhurst Farmers Market Midhurst 

9 Fri  Seaford College half-term (to18 Feb)  

10 Sat 9.30am Graffham Down Trust work party (page 22) Meet at St Giles 

11 Sun 7pm Folk music night Three Moles 

12 Mon  WSCC schools half term (to 16 Feb)  

13 Tue  Shrove Tuesday – Pancake Day  
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14 Wed 
 Valentine’s Day   

 Ash Wednesday, start of Lent  

24 Sat 10-11am Community garden work party War Memorial 

28 Wed 12.30pm Lunch Club2  Empire Hall 

1Great Feet foot health professional:  Available to Graffham Health Support Association members only. 

2Lunch Club:  Graffham Empire Hall Lunch Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 12.30pm for 

12.45pm for a home cooked two-course meal and coffee, at £8 a head.  Please book via Sarah on 01798 867567. 

Regular weekly activities (for notes, how to book, etc, see below) 

Mondays 

8am Functional circuit training1 Westerlands 

9-10am Fitflows Fitness2 Empire Hall 

Daytime-evening Osteopath3 Empire Hall 

Tuesdays 

8.30am–12noon Post Office Empire Hall 
9.30am Strength and mobility with Abi Martin Westerlands 

Daytime-evening Osteopath3 Empire Hall 

Wednesdays 

9–10am Yoga4 Empire Hall 
10.15-11.30am Teddy Time toddler group5 Pavilion 

11.15am-11noon Pilates6 Empire Hall 
7-8.30pm Badminton7 Empire Hall 

Daytime-evening Osteopath3 Empire Hall 

Thursdays 

Daytime-evening Osteopath3 Empire Hall 

9.30am Strength and mobility with Abi Martin Westerlands 

10.45-11.45am Ease Into Exercise8 Empire Hall 

6.15-7.30pm Yoga4 Empire Hall 

Fridays 

8am Functional circuit training Westerlands 
9-10.15am Yoga4 Empire Hall 
9am-3pm Physiotherapy clinic9 Empire Hall 

4pm Functional circuit training Westerlands 
Sundays 5pm Pickleball Empire Hall 

 

Empire Hall:  For booking and contact details, see Directory, inside back cover. 

1For all Westerlands events:  Book online at www.westerlands.com/experiences/wild-fit 

2Fitflows Fitness:  Contact Susie Bush 07870 219956. 

3Osteopath:  Bookings required.  To make an appointment, for daytime or early evening, contact Anna 

Shawcross on 01798 867523 or see www.annashawcross.co.uk 

4Yoga: Deborah Albon on 07790 867009. 

5Teddy Time:  No charge.  All welcome.  Just come along.  

6Pilates:  Contact Nicky Capes on 07990 517858 or 01730 812297. 

7Badminton: Contact Louisa Thomas, at louisa9000@hotmail.co.uk.  All welcome.   

8Ease Into Exercise:  Contact Susie Bush 07870 219956. 

9Physiotherapy:  Contact Serena Cooper on 07884 445983 or at serenacooper.physiotherapy@outlook.com. 
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t. 03300 945596

w. www.scorpio-alarms.co.uk

a. Pippin Farm, Toat Lane, Pulborough RH20 1BZ

New or upgraded 

system? Call us 

today to arrange 

a FREE survey

 

 

 
 

The Gables 

Tillington 

GU28 9AB 

Tel: 01798 342174 

 

95 Lower Street 

Pulborough 

RH20 2BP 

Tel: 01798 872000 

 

Email: wbryderandsons@hotmail.co.uk 

 

5
TH

 GENERATION   LOCAL   FAMILY RUN  

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS  

24 Hours Service 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Monumental Stones supplied 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available 

Grave Maintenance service 
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With 30+ years’ experience, we are the 

leading fencing and groundwork 
specialists in West Sussex and Surrey. 

Quality workmanship assured, 
whether you need to keep children or 

horses in, wildlife out or just want 
security for your home. 

01428 685222 
slf@straightlinefencing.co.uk 

 

  

  

ME CONTRACTING  

SUSTAINABLE LAND 

MANAGEMENT  
 

• Land reclamation and repurposing  

• Installing farm tracks 
• Drainage 

• Bulk excavation work and site 
clearance  

• Aggregates 
• Creating and restoring lakes and 

ponds 

• Ditch clearance  
 

hello@me-contracting.co.uk 

07786 161666 
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Dismantling and felling 

Crown thinning and reducing 

Removal of deadwood     Pruning 

Hedge cutting        Stump grinding 

Full public liability              Certified arborist 

Free estimates and advice 

 

brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com 

07763 844422 
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BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES 

for small business and sole traders 

VAT RETURNS      CIS RETURNS  

SELF-ASSESSMENT  

GENERAL BOOKKEEPING  

Jennifer Sear MICB 

Heyshott, Midhurst 

T: 07834 765761  

E: athenabookkeeping@aol.com 
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Matt Wheatley 

Local electrician 
Part P approved contractor 

Fully insured 

For prompt and friendly 
service, please call 

07976 465974 
or email 

mattwheatley1971@btinternet.com  
reallygreatsite.com

SERENA COOPER
PHYSIOTHERAPY

SPECIALIST MSK  PHYSIOTHERAPIST
MSC, HCPC, MCSP 

  Friday Physiotherapy Clinic 
 Graffham 

For more information please get in touch on:
07884445983

serenacooper.physiotherapy@outlook.com
 

Low back pain/sciatica
Neck pain
Joint pain

Muscular aches and strains
Sporting/ligament injuries

Chronic pain
Home visits available  

 

Born out of a family of gardeners   

and skilled craftsman 

¥ All hard landscaping, garden clearance 

¥ Site/garden clearance 

¥ Ground works & site levelling 

¥ Garden walls & raised planting beds 

¥ Paving, decking, wooden structures 

¥ Fencing and edging 

07913 118780 

greg@timberscapes.co.uk 
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pescadorashire.co.uk

pescadorasprivatehire@gmail.com

07467 521 760PLEASE CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL FOR A QUOTE.

24 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE BY PRIOR 

ARRANGEMENT.

!"#$#%&'#()*&+#,-&.)"/-0)

 

 

 

West Sussex Logs 
 

Logs cut to size.  
All seasoned timber. 

Four days for delivery  
once ordered. 

 

Grass cutting, hedge cutting             
and tree work also available. 

 

01730 814751 
07950 035997 
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Directory 
DOCTORS Petworth Surgery 01798 342248 

Midhurst Riverbank Medical Centre 01730 812121 

Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit 01483 782334 

DEFIBRILLATOR On wall outside Empire Hall Code is C240Z 

FLOOD ALERT for Lods Bridge To check river level bit.ly/lodsbridge 

POLICE In emergency 999 

 Non-emergency 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk   101 

BURST WATER MAINS Southern Water 0800 820 999 

POWER CUTS Scottish & Southern Electric 0800 0727 282 

99 FLEX BUS Linking Graffham with 

Chichester, Petworth etc 

01243 858854             

bit.ly/99flexbus 
  bit 

All Saints Chapel Trust Chairman Clive Rowntree 01798 867536 

Badminton  Louisa Thomas louisa9000@hotmail.co.uk 

Bees / Swarms   

Wisboro’ Green B’keepers Tom Moore 07984 606214/01798 343470 

Local beekeeper Murray West evenings 01798 867048 

Chichester District Council  01243 534734 

District Councillor John Cross jcross@chichester.gov.uk 

07592 307027 

Dog Warden Office hours 

Emergency  

01243 534734 

01243 785339 

Citizens Advice Bureau  03448 487969 

East Lavington Parish Council Chairman Charles Britton charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk 

 Clerk Amy Harte 07889 979820 

eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com 

Empire Hall empirehall.org.uk empirehall@gmail.com 

Chairman and Bookings Sally  Blunt bookings.empirehall@gmail.com 

 Treasurer  Carole Sargent 01798 344790 

Secretary and Maintenance Gillian Charlesworth empirehall@gmail.com 

Empire Lunch Club Sarah Lydiard-Wilson 01798 867567 

Foresters Arms forestersarms-pub.co.uk   01798 867386 

Graffham Archives Robin Brind graffhamarchive@outlook.com 01798 867619 

Graffham Bellringers  Tower Captain    Howard Pescott 01798 867029 

Graffham Bowls Club Chairman Sheila Allen 01798 342869 

Secretary Liz Pegram 01798 867770 

Graffham Cricket Club  Bill Barrett 01798 867113 

Graffham Down Trust Chairman Jim Kirke 01798 867026 

Graffham Garden Group Carole Kirke 01798 867026 

Graff’m Health Support Assc Chairman Sarah Lydiard-Wilson 01798 867567 

Membership Tracy Rowe 07881 698993 

Transport  07391 802541 

Prescription collection Ann Rowney ann.rowney@icloud.com 

Loan of equipment Karin Skanberg 07920 091014 
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Graffham Nursery School Office  01798 867324 

Graffham Parish Council Chairman Roger Coakes roger.coakes@graffham-pc.uk 

 Clerk Caroline Davison   clerk@graffham-pc.uk 

Graffham Parish News Editorial and circulation:  editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 

 Advertising:      ads.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 

 See also bottom of inside front cover 

Graffham with Woolavington Parochial Church Council stgilesgraffham.org 

Priest-in-Charge Rev Vivien Turner 01798 867199 

hallo@stgilesgraffham.org 

Churchwarden Ginny Barrett 01798 867113 

 Treasurer Yvonne Churchward 07808 781510 

  graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com 

Graffham Rec Committee Chairman John Bracey 01798 867760 

 Treasurer Bernard Bayly 01798 867042 

Bookings Sec Sonya Gillespie graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com    

Graffham Tennis Club Chairman Simon Longman 01798 867317 

Membership Richard Gyles 01798 867484 

 Coaching Emma Amin 01798 867063 

Graffham Village Shop Jeeva and Vasu 01798 867700 

graffhamvillageshop.co.uk 

Graffham Vill’ge Shop Assoc Chairman Steve Dover 07770 499223 

 Treasurer Andy Paterson andyp1692@gmail.com 

 Secretary Neil McLean neil.mclean@brookorchard.com 

   07971 142252 

Katherine Maud Guillod Fund c/o Graffham PC Clerk graffhampc@gmx.co.uk 

Lavington Park Federation graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk 

Graffham CE Infant School 01798 867324 

Duncton CE Junior School 01798 342402 

Friends of Graffham & Duncton Schools 01798 867324 

Long Bostle Downland Soc Gillian Brandt 01798 867276 

MP Arundel & South Downs Andrew Griffith andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk 

Midhurst & Petworth Observer Nikki Jeffery 01243 534163 

National Trust (Lavington Common)  01730 816638 

Neighbourhood Watch Michael Crickmay 01798 867486 

Osteopath Anna Shawcross 01798 867523 

Oil Buying Syndicate Derek Bradnum derekbradnum@gmail.com 

Petworth Food Bank  07501 921617 

Pilates at Empire Hall Nicky Capes 07990 517858 

Seaford College  01798 867392 

Three Moles Ollie and Tom    thethreemoles.com    01798 861303 

Thursday Club Secretary Diane Bellis 01798 867444 

West Sussex County Council General enquiries 01243 777100 

County Councillor Tom Richardson 07463 785039 

White Horse    whitehorsegraffham.com    01798 867331 

Yoga at Empire Hall Deborah Albon 07790 867009 
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Downsizing, Upsizing, Extending?
If you are considering the sale of your property or

need good advice, we would love to hear from you.

01730 812357    midhurst@jackson-stops.co.uk
Market Square, Midhurst, West Sussex, GU29 9NJ

Please get in touch with our team in

Midhurst to find out more 

“Seems like it was only five minutes ago this place felt as spacious as a palace.”


