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Writing from the Rectory: Earthy heavenliness  
We live and breathe and think and act.  We have to decide how and why to act in 

the ways that we do.  I guess self-preservation is our basic animal instinct.  But 

there’s more to us than this.   Because we are not alone.  We live, breathe, think, 

and act in relation to other people.   

Beyond the instinct to preserve ourselves, we have another: to care for and protect 

those who are meaningful to us – our family, friends, people we may not know but 

know they need to be cared for and protected, and creatures around us who need 

care and protection too.   

For some, this is enough to determine their life practices, which they may think fair 

enough if their living is kind.   

For others, living requires a sense of accountability and guidance about how to 

measure our living, showing us how to live better, how to live well.  Or experience 

an innate sense of wonder that is not fully explained by the technicalities of science  

- or find wonderment in science too.  And grow in 

awareness of something beyond reaching out to 

connect with us, that is beautiful and finds us 

beautiful too, if we can but understand why.  That 

can make us want to weep with thankfulness for its 

being there and finding us precious in its sight.  

Though sometimes it makes us feel ashamed too, 

when we act so poorly ourselves, in relation to 

ourselves, and others, and this beyond-ourselves 

entity we cannot explain except in terms of divinity.  

Until we learn this is not the end of the story. 

A simple way of engaging with transcendent 

experience is to attend a crib service. Our own was 

popular this past Christmas.  Through God’s good 

grace, there was a living, four-week-old baby, 

fragile, vulnerable, full of potential and life.  There 

were creatures, there were children, parents, angels, 

shepherds, innkeepers, kings of wisdom and 

wickedness, all representing something beyond 

themselves – everyone receiving a divine encounter,  

4 Continued on next page  

 
Vivien cradles the village’s 

newest arrival Jasper (see 

page 11) at St Giles’ crib 

service on Christmas Eve. 
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4 Continued from previous page  

in the holy chaos, the messiness of it all!   Writing this in early January, it has taken 

me quite some time to recover.  But oh, how beautiful it was. Heavenliness touching 

earthiness, instinctively understood.   

May you grow in awareness of the mystery of divine redemption through 

experiencing such tangible, earthy heavenliness as this, as we turn from the manger 

to the cross. 

• Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, which comes early this year, falling on 

Valentine’s Day.   Our Ash Wednesday Service with the imposition of ashes is at 

St Giles Church on 14 February at 7pm.  All welcome.   

May I encourage you to use the Lenten season as an opportunity to reconsider your 

own life practices, bringing you closer to experiencing ‘earthy heavenliness’ in the 

fullness of life for which God created you.   

With love,

 
Reverend Vivien 

 

Jasper is not the only baby Rev Vivien has cradled in her 

arms in recent weeks – after she became a grandmother 

for the fifth time just after midnight on 11 January with 

the arrival of Seren Elizabeth Grace Turner, a first child 

for her son Thomas and his wife Amy.  Seren – 

pronounced like the beginning of serendipity – means 

‘star’ in Welsh, and she arrived, appropriately, on a 

clear night illuminated by stars.   Vivien said: “We are 

so delighted to welcome Seren into our world and thank 

God for blessing us with her.” 

 

 

 

  

  

Priest in charge:  Reverend Vivien Turner      
01798 867199              hello@stgilesgraffham.org 

Churchwarden:  Ginny Barrett   01798 867113 

 
stgilesgraffham.org     @stgilesgraffham 

https://www.facebook.com/schneiderova1?__tn__=%2CdR*F
https://www.facebook.com/schneiderova1?__tn__=%2CdR*F
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Plans firming up for June’s Graffham Festival 
Plans are firming up for Graffham Festival this June, with a packed programme of 

events to cater for all tastes and ages – and to involve the entire community.  The 

tentative schedule includes concerts, a revue, a floral celebration, open studios,  

garden trails, barbeques, poetry readings, films and much more. 

Phil Jones, who is leading the team of organisers, said: “We’ve a 

great tradition of this kind of thing here in Graffham – and, after 

missing out in the past few years, we are pulling out all the stops 

to make 2024’s festival our biggest and best yet.  That needs 

everyone in the community to offer their talents, skills, 

enthusiasm and a little bit of time, to join in with a smile!”  

The 10-day mid-summer extravaganza – opening on Friday 14 June and running to 

Sunday 23 June – will be the first such event in the village since before the 

pandemic.  Among the elements that will definitely feature: 

The Great Graffham Revue, at the Empire Hall on the festival’s final Saturday 

evening, 22 June – a touch of Britain’s Got Talent (without the judges and voting) 

and the Cambridge Footlights, showcasing local talent, with sketches, readings,  

 musical numbers and more.  Actors, comedians, singers, 

dancers, musicians, jugglers – now is your time to shine!  

Helpers with costumes, lighting, props and front-of-house 

roles are also wanted. Impresario Brian Lanaghan said: “If 

you’ve a party piece, then this is a chance to share it with the 

wider community!”  Anyone interested in taking part, contact 

Brian at brian.lanaghan@hotmail.com or on 07775 947976. 

Flower festival, at St Giles Church, throughout the festival, opening on Friday 14 

June.  It will be masterminded by Graffham’s own Georgie Macqueen, who has 

served previously as festival designer for Chichester Cathedral's Festival of Flowers 

and many other high profile floral displays.  Working with many of St Giles’ regular 

arrangers, the theme will be ‘The Glory of the Garden’. 

Open Studios and Open Gardens – any artists of any kind in the village who 

would like to open their studios and anyone who would like to welcome visitors to 

their garden are invited to contact the festival organisers at 

graffhamfestival@mail.com   Also planned is a day of painting under the guidance 

of, and hosted by, noted Graffham artist Richard Davidson. 

Actors, singers, 
comedians, 

dancers, 
musicians, 

stagehands – 
Graffham  

needs you! 

mailto:brian.lanaghan@hotmail.com
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Graffham parish precept to be increased  
Council taxpayers in Graffham will be charged more next year to fund the village’s 

parish council after councillors agreed its first increase in precept for several years. 

Although in headline terms the rise is 35 per cent, in real terms it will mean the 

average householder contributing just a pound or two a month more than in the past 

half decade or so, once the parish’s precept is included in the council tax billed by 

Chichester District Council from April. 

As councillors noted at their 10 January meeting, since Graffham parish’s funding 

was last increased, in pre-pandemic times, inflation has been rampant, pushing up 

all its costs significantly.  While it has endeavoured to contain its finances, its 

budget for the current year is now being run at a deficit, funded by reducing its 

reserves, as its expenditure exceeds the £13,000 it receives through its precept, 

funded by all home owners and businesses operating here. 

The precept approved for the year from April will raise £17,500. This is still a 

fraction of the amounts levied by many other parish councils in the district. 

Graffham Parish Council Chairman Roger Coakes said: “None of us wants an 

increase but we cannot continue to draw on reserves forever and look after the 

village’s landscape and facilities in the way we do today.  Neither do we want our 

parish council going bankrupt, as many other local authorities have done elsewhere 

in the country.  So we are biting the bullet today to put things back on an even 

footing.”  

Checking that our public rights of way are OK 
An inspection of public rights of way throughout Graffham parish is due to be 

carried out this month by West Sussex County Council.  Its team will review all the 

footpaths and bridleways in the area to check that stiles, gates and the routes 

themselves are fit for purpose and then develop action plans for any needing 

attention. 

Could you be our new councillor? 
Graffham Parish Council is looking to co-opt a new councillor, to fill the vacancy 

caused by the resignation a few months ago of Jon Warren.  If you are interested in 

this opportunity to contribute to the community in this way, then please contact 

parish clerk Caroline Davison at clerk@graffham-pc.uk. 
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Making Hangar woods safe and wildlife friendly  
A team of tree surgeons was due to start work late last month (January) in the 

‘Hangar’ woods on Graffham Down’s north slope to make the public rights of way 

through the area as safe as possible and improve wildlife corridors for the birds and 

butterflies – many of them rare – that live there. 

The project is expected to run well into this month (February).  Anyone using 

footpaths or bridleways there is urged, for their own safety, to observe the signs 

that will be in place while the forestry operations are carried out. 

It is believed to be the first time in decades that the 264 acres of woodland, which 

two years ago became part of Lavington Estate, have been paid such care and 

attention.  The work has been shaped by South Downs National Park’s woodland 

expert Nick Heasman, who is providing advice to the estate as it undergoes its 

regeneration (see page 18). 

Most of the forestry work will be centred on ash trees affected by dieback, a fungal 

disease native to East Asia first identified in England in 2012 though believed to 

have been present here since at least 2005.  Since then, it has caused the wide-

spread decline of our native species across the UK.     

The woodmen will also make safe any other trees that might endanger walkers, 

horse riders and others passing through.  Initial inspections indicate that around 60 
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trees in this woodland were blown over or badly damaged by Storm Henk at the 

turn of the year alone.   

While making the public byways as safe as they can be, the work will also improve 

the area’s biodiversity by enabling more light to reach the wildlife corridors, so 

encouraging a wider range of native plants to grow there.  Many of the tree trunks 

and boughs being taken down will be left where they fall for the benefit of the many 

insects and animals there. 

Lavington Estate adviser on BBC’s Countryfile 
South Downs National Park Authority Countryside and Policy Manager Nick 

Heasman, who has advised Lavington Estate, featured in a recent episode of 

BBC1’s Sunday evening Countryfile programme, which focussed on the South 

Downs. He was filmed speaking with legendary host John Craven about the 

region’s woodland and its ancient trees. 

The episode, broadcast in late November  

and still available on catch-up through the 

BBC’s iPlayer, also looked how the 

Roman villa was found under farmland at 

Bignor, the life of charcoal burner Lucy 

Wall-Palmer, of Didling, Kirdford’s 

village shop and its background 

supporting the local apple farmers and 

naturalist Gilbert White, who lived 200 

years ago at Selbourne, between Liphook 

and Alton. 

• You can still watch it via iPlayer at 

bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001snw8 

 
Nick Heasman (left) talking with 

Countryfile’s John Craven in the recent 

episode of the BBC1 show focussing on 

the South Downs. 

New website for Graffham Parish Council 
Graffham Parish Council is to create its own website, with the current facility it 

shares with neighbouring East Lavington Parish Council declared by councillors as 

unfit for purpose, using outmoded technology that makes updating its content a 

nightmare. 

The new internet site will be dedicated to Graffham civil parish alone, covering 

everything the council does for the community and how individual citizens can play 

their part.  It is expected to be in place during the financial year starting this April.    
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Garage replacements approved by planners 
Proposals to replace garages with new buildings at two houses in The Street, 

Graffham, have been approved by South Downs National Park and Chichester 

District planners. 

At Nampara, they have given the go ahead for a garage to make way for a home 

office, gym, games room and guest bedroom/annexe.  Among the conditions for 

approval, the new annexe may only be used as additional accommodation for 

Nampara, not as a separate dwelling. 

At Down House, besides giving their blessing for the replacement of the current 

garage and conversion of an annexe, they also backed an application for a single 

storey side and rear extension, replacement of its porch and replacement of a bay 

window with a sash.  

• An application for planning approval to extend the residential garden of 

Tangletrees, opposite Graffham recreation ground, over land to the north of it has 

been withdrawn after South Downs National Park and Chichester District planning 

officers indicated they would recommend refusal.  The applicants said they would  

resubmit the proposal after compiling additional evidence.   A few months earlier, 

planning permission was refused for replacing Tangletrees itself with a larger, more 

modern house. 

Planning applications 
Applications for Graffham and East Lavington filed with the South Downs 

National Park as this edition went to press.  For details, see bit.ly/sdnp-planning 

Ripples, The Street Graffham GU28 0NL:  Erection of garage. 

SDNP/23/05099/HOUS.  Received 4 Dec. 

  
Need a helping hand…?  Graffham with Woolavington’s Parish Priest 

Discretionary Fund is available to help any parishioner in real financial need.  

Funded by donations to St Giles, it’s already come to the rescue of multiple 

individuals and families in the village hit by the cost of living crisis.  Stretched 

to pay for something essential?  Struggling to pay for your child’s school extras?  

No cash for urgently needed groceries?  It could be the answer to your prayers.  

Contact Rev Vivien to find out more. 
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Aiming to drain lake in road by Selham House 
The lake that has formed on the road outside Selham House for much of the past 

few months is hoped to be a thing of the past come next winter.   

West Sussex County Council highways officials have been working with land 

owners in the area to investigate why water has been building up there and to come  

up with a plan to solve the issue. 

County councillor for our ward, Tom 

Richardson, told a meeting of 

Graffham Parish Council on 10 

January that an inspection of the 

drains serving that stretch of the road 

showed that they had nowhere to 

empty into – effectively, they are 

blocked.  It is hoped that work to sort 

out this problem can be carried out 

before autumn returns. 

 
The ‘lake’ on the road by Selham 

House. Picture by © Jonathan Simons. 

Now you must book to visit recycling centres 
From the middle of this month, you will need to make an appointment if you want 

to drop off any household or garden rubbish at local waste recycling centres – and 

you won’t be able to visit them more than five times in any single calendar month. 

The bookings system will come into force at West Sussex County Council’s plants 

at Midhust, Billingshurst and Chichester from 12 February.  It has been in place at 

the authority’s other recycling centres, at places like Bognor, Horsham, 

Littlehampton and Worthing, for a couple of years.  The council says this has been 

a hit with the public and reduced the amount of waste dumped at these sites – which 

has meant in turn that it has saved money in recycling.   

You’ll be able to book an appointment at any West Sussex recycling centre on the 

day you want to visit any of them and up to 14 days in advance.  There’ll be a 

limited number of slots each day, booked on a ‘first-come, first-served’ basis.  

You’ll need to provide the registration number of the vehicle you will be driving 

there at the time you make your booking – and you can only make five bookings in 

any calendar month. 

To find out more, see bit.ly/wsx-recycling 
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2023 was Graffham’s wettest year recorded 
2023 was Graffham’s wettest year yet since local amateur meteorologist John 

Sutton started logging the village’s weather more than a decade ago.  He 

gives his review of a decidedly damp year here. 

 
 Graffham’s annual rainfall in millimetres by year for the past decade. 

A total of 1,558 mm of rain fell in Graffham in 2023 – more than 5 ft 1 in if you 

prefer imperial measures.  It was not only the wettest year since I started recording 

the village’s rainfall 10 years and more ago, but more than double the total for the 

driest year yet that I’ve recorded – 2016 when we had just 731 mm. 

The final three months of the year were the wettest.  October was the dampest 

month of the year, with 282 mm (11.1 ins) of rain, followed by December, with 

218.5 mm (8.6 ins) and November with 205.5 mm (8.1 ins).  They still did not touch 

 
Graffham’s monthly rainfall in 2023 and 2022 in millimetres.  
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the wettest month I’ve yet recorded, though – November 2022, when 304.1 mm of 

rain fell, fractionally less than a foot, more than twice the average for the month. 

The wettest single days were 18 October, when 48.0 mm (1.9 ins) poured down, 

closely followed by 17 September (46 mm) and 3 December (43 mm). 

In complete contrast, February – usually regarded as the ‘fill dyke’ month, saw just 

8.5 mm of rain, just a third of an inch. 

Also, if you can remember it, we had a long dry spell.  I recorded just one day with 

rain between 12 May and 16 June, and only 0.5 mm fell then. 

It will likely not have escaped your notice that that the first two days of 2024 were 

particularly wet – so what the rest of the year will bring remains to be seen! 

Welcome, Jasper – to Graffham… and the world 
Jasper George Mackie-Sheehan 

was born on 20 November 2023 in 

sunny California weighing in at a 

healthy 7lbs 8oz.  

He and parents Simon and Giles 

came back across the Atlantic just 

before Christmas.   

The new arrival is reported to be 

settling in very well to life in 

chillier Graffham and as a little 

brother to Phoebe.  

Thursday Club to hear of Petworth history  
Local historian and editor of the Petworth Society magazine Miles Costello will be 

delivering the February talk to Graffham’s Thursday Club – at the Empire Hall on 

(you guessed it!) Thursday 8 February at 2.30pm.   All welcome. 

 

 
Did you know…?  You can recycle the tops from your plastic milk bottles and 

used printer cartridges – and raise funds for charities at the same time?  Just drop 

them (as clean as you can make them!) into the appropriate boxes at St Giles 

Church.  The milk bottle tops are recycled to make plastic toys for children, with 

proceeds given to Chestnut Tree Children’s Hospital.  Old printer cartridges are 

also sold for recycling, in aid of other good causes.  
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Graffham Garden Group 

2024 diary 
31 Jan Wed 12.30 for 1pm New year lunch 

8 Mar Fri 7pm AGM 

11 May Sat 10am Spring plant sale 

13 Jul Sat 2.30pm Flower and produce show 

All events in the Empire Hall.   

In addition, there will be garden visits which will be 

announced at the AGM                                               

and in Graffham Parish News. 

Happy gardening! 

 

 

War memorial 

community garden 

work parties 

Last Saturday of every 

month for just one hour 

from 10am 

No gardening      

experience necessary! 
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Slow Grown Farm gains Soil Association logo 
Katie Forman and Brett Sacks continue their occasional diary as they 

establish Slow Grown Farm, at Hoyle, on Graffham’s Heyshott border. 

Winter for us is our ‘quiet’ time, a chance to slow down and 

plan the year ahead. We’re not currently milking – during the 

winter months we ‘dry off’ the cows to let them rest and 

rejuvenate, until they have their calves around April onwards.  

We still have some cheese ageing so that’ll continue to be 

available to buy through our website and pop-up shops.  

When we begin making cheese again in the spring, we’re pleased to say it will bear 

the  Soil  Association  organic  logo  –  after  two  years  in  conversion  we are now  

certified fully organic.  The next 

batch of pigs we send off will also 

be certified organic. 

Being organic isn’t just about not 

using pesticides, it governs every 

part of the food production 

process from what the animals 

eat, to the slaughter and 

butchering, to the herbs and spices 

we add to the charcuterie. 

We’ll be holding more pop-up 

shop events at our HQ this year, as 

well as more farm tours – 

including with local schools.   

Our product range will expand as 

more charcuterie is ready out of 

the ageing room, and we’ll have 

another batch of 100% grass-fed 

beef to sell.  We’ll also have for 

 
Yarrow, one of the farm’s Northern Dairy 

Shorthorn cows, enjoying her winter break 

in the frosty sunshine.  In case you are 

wondering, on the ground in front of her is 

a lump of pink Himalayan salt, which the 

cows lick to give them important minerals 

that help them stay healthy over the dark 

and colder months. 

sale marinated and slow smoked pulled pork, ready for you to heat up at home. 

To get the year off to a good start, we've just had some great news from Chichester 

District Council – the Food Standards Agency has awarded us the highest rating for 

food hygiene of ‘5 very good’! 
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Graffham Village Shop Association 

 

To find out 

more, contact 

any committee 

member or 

email 

admin@gvsa.uk 
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Crimestoppers  

Sussex Police updates on crimes reported across the local community. 

Eight burglaries were reported across the Chichester police district since Graffham 

Parish News’ previous edition went to press.  The nearest properties to Graffham 

reporting break-ins were at Ebernoe’s London Road, Fernhurst’s Lickfold Road and 

Square Drive, Lickfold’s Highstead Lane and Mid Lavant’s St Nicholas Road. 

Police remind all residents to keep their windows, doors and side gates locked when 

their property is unoccupied, and ensure any ladders and tools are hidden away. 

There have also been 23 vehicle crimes reported across the district.  The nearest 

incident to Graffham was at Petworth’s North Street, where a vehicle was damaged. 

Property watch 
Homes for sale or rent locally, posted at rightmove.com since our previous edition: 

For sale 

No houses in the neighbourhood have been posted for sale at rightmove.com since 

the January edition of Graffham Parish News went to press. 
 

For rent 
 

 

Calloways, Graffham GU28 0NJ: Newly refurbished, 

unfurnished, three-bedroomed, semi-detached cottage in 

gated estate. Living room, kitchen/diner, upstairs family 

bathroom, downstairs cloakroom.  Detached studio.  Large 

garden.  Guide price £2,250 pcm.  Savills, Petworth  01798 

345993 or info@lavingtonstud.co.uk.  Listed 22 Nov.   
 

Burton Park, Duncton GU29 0QU: Unfurnished four-

bedroomed semi-detached house, two bathrooms plus 

cloakroom, sitting room, dining room, kitchen garden, 

double carport.  £2,750 pcm.  Barrington & Co, Petworth, 

01798 309663.  Listed 5 Jan.   
 

  
Please support our advertisers – they are why  

Graffham Parish News is free for you, our readers! 
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SATURDAY 23RD M
ARCH 

10AM - 3
PM

ENTRANCE ONLY £1 - CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE

LOCATION: EMPIRE HALL, GRAFFHAM, GU28 0QB

WWW.EMPIREHALL.ORG.UK/HOME/EASTER-MARKET

Wonderful Raffle Prizes

GRAFFHAM

Easter Market
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There’s black gold in these here parts! 
Jonathan Simons reports on unusual finds uncovered during a local dig in the 

deep Sussex midwinter. 

On a Sunday in mid-January, I went on a Truffle Foraging event organised by 

Totally Wild UK.  It was a present.  I was initially reluctant to attend, on ethical 

and health (bad cold) grounds.  However, on the basis of ‘know your enemy’ and 

the fact that the fee was not refundable I duly opened the secret joining instructions.  

To my astonishment it turned out to be at XXXXXXXXX (well I can’t really reveal 

exactly where, can I?!), less than three miles from Graffham’s St Giles Church! 

Our party set off to the beech woodland led by the Truffler (“No pictures please”) 

with his two truffle hounds – Jack Russells, but any proper dog can be trained.  

They cast rapidly about checking all the scents.  After just a few minutes the lead 

hound’s ears signalled success and it began to dig. The Truffler raced across to 

rescue the truffle and to reward the animal with a treat. 

I had never seen one in the wild before but before the day was out we found about 

 

20 more. The national fungi database 

has 11 truffle records for West Sussex, 

only three this century. 

We later consumed the best ones 

shaved onto a giant bowl of pasta, 

prepared on-site along with foraged 

mushroom pâté and apple crumble – 

quite delicious and quite an experience 

all round. 

 
A Sussex truffle in Jonathan’s hand after 

being unearthed near Graffham. 

T: 01483 208408

E: office@ghinn.net

www.ghinn.net

For over 50 years Ghinn & Co. have 

been helping home owners improve 

and extend their properties throughout 

Surrey and West Sussex.

Call now for a FREE, professional 
quotation from the experts.
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What has 2024 in store for Lavington Estate? 
James and Bianca Pitt became the new owners of the 

400-acre Lavington Stud in 2021, in arguably the 

village’s most significant property transaction in 

more than a century.  Since then, they have added 

260 acres of woodland on Graffham Down’s 

northern slope to the farm.  In the first of a regular 

series of features, they outline the initial steps they 

are taking to establish the expanded estate as a 

flagship environmental landscape.  For more 

information, sign up at info@lavingtonstud.com  

Our second year of ownership of Lavington Stud and Estate has seen a continued 

flurry of activity – thanks to the many staff and advisers who give their time and 

dedication and without whom the estate would be nothing.  

Many of our rental properties have been refurbished – some had been derelict – and 

farm buildings saved from collapse.  

One of Britain’s leading entomologists (insect specialists), Graeme Lyons, came to 

survey both our farm at Hoyle and Lavington Estate.  Interestingly, while his survey 

of Hoyle brought us top marks (“a site of conservation status”), he confirmed that 

there was a lot more to be done to increase biodiversity at Lavington, although it is 

in principle a very exciting site.  

We met many fantastic local residents, whose vision we share and support, such as 

Annie Dennig and her team at Botany Bay and Jim Kirke and co at the Graffham 

Down Trust.  Other villagers signed up as volunteers to help on the estate, and some 

are already contributing by clearing litter from our footpaths – a big thank you!  

Thanks, too, to all those who expressed their support for our plans to bring back 

wildlife, by creating a better habitat – understanding that, for example, hedges and 

brambles are both important nesting and feeding places for red-listed sparrows.  

While we're transitioning the estate, we rely on the goodwill of those who both walk 

the footpaths and live in the vicinity – respecting the countryside code and being 

‘spokespeople’ for what we are doing here, well beyond our own little team.   

The changing climate presents many challenges to us – increased rainfall turns the 

paths through the Hangar Woods on Graffham Down into streaming torrents, while 

fungus  and  storms  have  decimated  our  ash  trees  and  also  brought  down  some 
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majestic veteran trees on the estate. We will have to work with these conditions 

going forward, trying to make the estate climate future-proof and safe for walkers, 

riders and workers alike (see page 6). 

What are our plans for this new year?   

We’ll be seeding the wildflower meadows around Graffham Infant School and 

Home Farm and planting more hedges and trees.   

We are also starting up a herd of organic sheep to help us with grazing, in addition 

to our current small beef herd.  Building on the estate’s heritage, a horse breeding 

operation continues to be based in our main stable yard. 

More properties will have to be refurbished, insulated and brought up to date with 

efficient heating systems, and the sewage pipes which run under our land from 

Seaford College and Wallace Square will hopefully be repaired by Southern Water. 

We plan to hold more educational tours to enable more of our neighbours to see at 

first hand the progress we are making and our plans for the future, and we are 

already thinking about what we can contribute to Graffham Festival in June (see 

page 3). 

We look forward to meeting many more of our neighbours and seeing more wildlife 

return to this wonderful part of the world in the months and years ahead.  
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From Town Hall: Listed buildings and energy efficiency 

Our representative on Chichester District Council, John Cross, provides 

his regular update on his key issues of focus right now. 
 

Late last year, a government consultation was circulated to Chichester District 

Council’s planning committee on proposed easing of planning requirements for 

listed buildings – a subject that generates many questions in the ward I represent. 

This consultation became necessary because of the government’s intention to 

introduce an energy efficiency scheme for residential properties that are rented.  

The scheme was meant to be launched in 2026, but the problems presented by 

historic, listed buildings had not been appropriately considered, so the scheme has 

now been delayed.     

The government realised that the strict guidelines on double glazing, air heat pumps 

and solar energy, for example, meant that these properties have little chance of 

meeting its energy efficient requirements – and so would not be able to be rented 

out once the scheme comes into force.  This would be a considerable problem in 

rural areas, resulting in many houses falling empty and tenants being required to 

move out of their homes.   This was clearly not the intention of the scheme and 

hence why it has been delayed.  So, the consultation has been a chance for national 

planning guidance on listed buildings to be updated.  

The consultation period is now over, and it is hoped the new guidelines will be 

issued soon.  These should mean that some listed buildings would be able to have 

heritage glazing, also known as slimline glazing, among other things – much more 

energy efficient than single-pane glazing which results in enormous heating bills if 

their residents are to stay warm.    

If you have a listed building and are thinking of seeking planning permission to 

change windows or for other measures to comply with the originally proposed 

guidelines, then you may wish to wait a few months as the changes now under 

consideration could make things easier for you. 

  John Cross will be hosting Chichester District Councillor surgeries at: 

• Graffham Village Shop on Saturdays 24 February and 23 March, 10.30-11-30pm. 

• Bury Village Hall on Saturdays 3 February and 2 March, 10.30am-12.30pm. 

• Fittleworth Village Shop on Thursday 22 February and Wednesday 20 March, 

10.30am-12 noon. 
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In 2023, our local foodbank 

broke all its records… 

 

 
More than 90% of food distributed is donated by the public – that’s why 

your contributions are absolutely vital to our ability to give everyone 

referred to us a balanced and nutritious three day supply of food. 

Without your goodwill, we would really struggle to operate. 

Food donations can be left in the specially marked containers at Graffham 

Village Shop, Petworth Co-op or Midhurst Sainsbury’s or Tesco.    Only items 

that are in-date, unopened, with a full ingredients list (because of  ‘Natasha’s 

Law’, to protect allergy sufferers) can be accepted. 

Prefer to donate money?   You can donate money monthly, annually or 

just as a one-off online via bit.ly/chi-foodbank 
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An open letter to fellow parents on school run 
From Lavington Park Federation Mum Nicola Garrard 

Question: At what age do young people learn to drive? 

Answer: When they are first strapped into their baby car seat. 

Admit it. You were going to say: “17, when teenagers apply for their provisional 

driving licence”.   But the fact is that children start learning how to drive from their 

very first journeys with their parents, carers and grandparents. 

They are watching us very carefully, absorbing our attitudes – whether we wait and 

wave on others at junctions, how we behave when stuck behind a slow-moving 

vehicle, whether we speed to make an appointment, if we handle our phone while 

driving…. By six or seven, children begin to de-code road signs and speed limits.  

They know if we obey the law or take risks.  They can see if we park in a no-parking 

zone or in a disabled parking bay without a permit. 

“Ah, come on!” I hear you say. “Get over yourself! Why does parking matter at a 

small rural school?  The minibus can get through okay!  There’s loads of room!” 

But it’s not about here and now.  The decisions we make have an impact on our 

children’s future driving behaviour, years before they sit behind the wheel.  If we 

‘bend’ the rules, then they will.  If we ignore signs, they will come to the conclusion 

that road safety experts ruling on speed limits and parking restrictions are not 

worthy of their notice.  They will learn a dangerous sense of exceptionalism that 

has the potential, later in life, to kill. 

In 2021, there were, according to government statistics, 23,939 casualties caused 

by drivers aged 17-24 years of age.  Of those, 250 young people were killed and 

4,279 sustained serious injuries.  Drivers aged 17-24 are the most vulnerable to 

crashes and road fatalities. They have little experience of driving but a lifetime of 

being driven.  

How we drive, and where we park, matters.  Our children are watching and learning 

right now.   Teach them respect for the law and consideration for other road users. 

Talk about the consequences of getting it wrong.  Explain your decisions: “We’re 

late, but I’m not driving over 50 because it’s raining” or “we’re not allowed to park 

there.  Sometimes we have to walk a bit when there is no space close to the school.”  

Our children won’t stay strapped into a child car seat forever. One day they will be 

behind the wheel.  The way we drive now – and where we park – might just save 

their lives. 
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DOORS AND BAR OPEN 7.30PM
 Tickets £12.50 from www.empirehall.org.uk/tickets

GRAFFHAM EMPIRE HALL
FRIDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 8.00PM
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Nature Notes: Nut crackers from the north 
A regular column by Sussex naturalist and wildlife guide, regularly spotted 

in and around Graffham, Michael Blencowe. 

Well, I must say I feel a little smug. Last month I predicted a Waxwing invasion – 

and we certainly got one.  Flocks of these beautiful, berry-loving birds have been 

spotted all across Sussex.  Nine of them descended on my cul-de-sac in January and 

started ransacking my neighbour's Rowan tree – I love it when I can go 

birdwatching in my slippers.  

So, as I’m feeling lucky, I’m planning on heading out into the Graffham woods next 

month (not in my slippers) to look for another winter visitor who is also escaping 

the big freeze in Scandinavia – the Hawfinch. 

You probably won’t be familiar with the Hawfinch so I’ll give you a few key 

identification features… aw, forget it.  Just look for a small bird with a massive 

beak!  You can’t miss it.  It’s like someone crossbred a Chaffinch with a Puffin. 

I’m amazed it can stand up – you’d half expect that ridiculous beak to send it 

tottering face-first to the floor.  This pair of monstrous mandibles combined with 

  

Specialist travel insurance
from the experts

Winter
Sports
Insurance

w: retail.mpibrokers.com/graffham     t: 01428 664265 e: info@mpibrokers.com

! On and off piste - with or without guide

! 24hr emergency medical cover - 

including rescue by helicopter

! Discounted family rates

! Snowparks

! Ski event cancellation cover

! Up to age 80 - over 80, please call

! Covid cover extension option

! Personal liability - injuring other skiers

and cover for ski leading

Online discount and MPI will also make a small donation to village charities for every policy sold
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powerful jaw muscles can 

exert a whopping 150 lbs per 

square inch of pressure and are 

designed to crack its favoured 

food – fruit stones and seeds. 

You know how horrible it is 

when you bite down on an 

olive and find there’s a stone 

inside? Hawfinches would 

shatter that stone without 

batting an eyelid.   

Just like the Waxwing, Britain is a favourite winter holiday destination for hungry 

hordes of continental Hawfinches, especially when they have a successful breeding 

year followed by a drastic shortage of food – an equation that sends them flocking 

across Europe in search of seeds and stones.  

We have a few pairs of resident Hawfinches breeding in Sussex but we don’t know 

exactly how many because, despite being a bulky-billed bird of bulky build, it is 

famously hard to observe.  

Back in 1938 Sussex ornithologist Walpole-Bond remarked that the Hawfinch was 

“the very incarnation of all that is wary and shy” and commented on their propensity  

 

to roam far and wide. “Inclined to 

vagabondage,” as he put it.  A 

wonderful phrase even though these 

days it sounds like something you’d 

read on a Tinder dating profile. 

I’ll be leading a wildlife walk to look 

for Hawfinches on Sunday 17 March 

(10am-1pm) in the woods near 

Graffham.  We’ll start with a lesson in 

Hawfinch hunting and learn how to 

recognise their distinctive call, which 

sounds like someone chiselling away at 

a block of granite.  Places are limited, 

but you can find more details and book 

tickets on my website 

www.michaelblencowe.com.  
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Work party dates 
Saturday 10 February 

Saturday 9 March 

  

Coffee, tea and cakes provided! 

Join us for some outdoor fun and 

exercise after which you can feel 

virtuous for having done something 

positive for your environment!   

                      

 
 

Work parties meet at St Giles Church, Graffham, at 9.30am.     

You will need a pair of gloves, strong shoes or boots and warm clothing.    

Please email jimkirke@hotmail.com if you plan to come along and say if 

you would like a ride up so he can arrange transport. 

 



  

February 2024    Graffham Parish News 29 

Bill’s bygones: Quest for Gold, 100th GPN, Quatro 
A regular feature in which joint editor Bill Barrett looks back at what was 

happening in the village and the wider world this month in the past.   

10 years ago – February 2014:  Mike Dimmers’s novel Quest for Gold is 

published as an e-book. Selham’s Phil Walker, Deputy Harbour Master for 

Chichester, is the speaker at the Parish Breakfast at the Foresters. Summer in 

February is on at Graffham Empire Movies. Prime Minister David Cameron 

announces that an extra £100 million will be spent on dealing with the aftermath 

of the floods that have hit the UK.  The West African Ebola virus epidemic begins. 

At the Winter Olympics in Russia’s Sochi, Great Britain wins one gold, one silver 

and two bronze medals, its best performance at a winter games since 1924.  Death 

of footballer Tom Finney (aged 91). 

25 years ago – February 1999:  Following his death three months’ earlier 

aged 86, the obituary of Graffham surgeon, mountaineer, scholar, sage and 

weather watcher Michael Harmer is published in Graffham Parish News, the 100th 

edition since it was revamped in November 1990.  The Macpherson inquiry into 

the murder of teenager Stephen Lawrence concludes that the Metropolitan Police 

is "institutionally racist".  GP Harold Shipman is charged with seven further 

murders, bringing the total to 15.  England football manager Glenn Hoddle is 

sacked after bizarre comments he made in a newspaper interview.  Deaths of 

Graffham Garden Group founder member Pat Morton (78), village civil engineer 

Jim Speake (82), novelist Iris Murdoch (79) and actor Derek Nimmo (68). 

50 years ago – February 1974:  Having bought a holiday caravan for 

deprived urban families to use, and sited it at Pagham, Graffham’s branch of the 

Mothers Union raises £11 with a bring and buy sale to help furnish it.  Instead of 

being hand produced, a computer is used for the first time at Chichester’s County 

Hall to print the 314,000 polling cards needed in West Sussex for the General 

Election, which sees Labour replace the Conservative government led by Edward 

Heath.  The top three UK singles are Lulu’s cover of David Bowie’s The Man 

Who Sold the World, Devil Gate Drive (Suzy Quatro) and Tiger Feet (Mud). 

Queen perform their first top ten single, Seven Seas of Rhye, on Top of the Pops.  

Death of Priscilla (“Scilla”) Verney of Freshwoods (later Cobwebs, also called 

Brookhill Cottage), Graffham, wife of Stephen, Canon of St George’s Chapel, 

Windsor, aged 49. 
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Graffham Chronicles: Pescods, our Sainsburys  
In her regular column, village historian Pauline Goodwin this month looks 

back at the family that was grocers to Graffham and the wider Rother 

Valley for generations. 

The Pescods family is woven deeply into Graffham’s DNA, providing the village 

with groceries, other vital provisions and treats for generations. To discover the 

nature of their presence both here and throughout the Rother Valley, it helps to 

begin with someone who actually worked in a shop they owned. 

John Holland, who many still living in Graffham today will doubtless remember, 

was employed in the Midhurst branch of Pescod and Son’s Stores from when he 

left school until he was called up during World War II at the age of 19.  He returned 

to work there after he was demobbed.  

More than that, in 1962 John and his wife Hilda bought the Pescod’s outlet here in 

Graffham and ran it for 19 years.   

One of my earliest memories is of that very store in our village, a memory that 

defines the age – when grocers needed origami-like skills to present goods to their 

customers as pre-packaging did not exist then and everything was sold loose.  

I remember standing in a queue in front of the counter while John stood behind it,  

 
John Holland and his wife Hilda (right) 

pictured with Hilda ‘Robin’ Robbins 

presenting them on behalf of the 

village with a cheque and bouquet of 

flowers to mark their retirement from 

the village’s Pescod’s Stores in 1981 

after running the shop for 19 years. 

carefully packaging a quantity of raisins 

that had been weighed out on the scales.  

The dried fruit was piled on a stack of 

dark blue sheets of paper.  John deftly 

constructed a rectangular parcel from the 

upper most leaf, with just folds and tucks.  

He told a tale of the foreman at the 

Midhurst branch of Pescod’s, who would 

knock to the floor things the staff there 

had wrapped.  If the package opened up, 

they had to be repackaged all over again. 

So, John had actual experience of 

working in the Rother Valley Pescod’s 

retail empire – and this is what inspired 

his daughter, Penny, to spend some years 

researching the Pescod family history.  In  
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Pescod’s in The Street, Graffham, when it was still the village stores in the 1950s – 

with the bakery to the south behind it, displaying a Hovis sign. 

fact, this month’s article is a collaboration – I’ve written this column based on 

Penny’s research, with her consent.  You’ll find more of what she discovered in the 

Graffham Archive.   

Penny attended Graffham School in the same year group as me and then we both 

went to Midhurst Grammar School in 1965.  She now lives in Midhurst and 

describes the Pescod family as Rother Valley’s equivalent to the Sainsbury dynasty.   

In Graffham, the Hollands owned and ran both shops – the ‘top shop’, still then 

called Pescod’s Stores throughout their tenure, along with its post office, and the 

Albery’s shop at the Foresters Arms.   

The first trace of a Pescod in Graffham that she uncovered was in records kept by 

Henry Edward Manning when he was Rector of Lavington with Graffham, as it 

then was, in the first half of the 1800s – records that “only seem to cover the 

working classes and seem most concerned about people’s godliness”.  Manning 

mentioned three Pescods and their families living in the parish at this time – from 

which the Pescod dynasty evolved: 

• Thomas Pescod, a shoemaker and labourer.  

• John Pescod, a blacksmith who managed his aunt Mary’s forge and who was 

appointed churchwarden in 1839.  He married a Sarah Cooper, and they had six 

surviving children – Frederick, Henry, Thomas, George, Mary and John Howick.  

• Mary Howick Pescod, the aforementioned aunt of John the blacksmith, who was 

born  in  1769.   Manning  records  her  as a shopkeeper, with an enterprise that was 

4 Continued on next page 
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4 Continued from previous page 

quite a set up.  There were six others living in her house alongside her – her niece 

Ann Pescod, a dressmaker; another niece, Ann Phillips, who helped in the shop; 

Alfred Haines and John and Henry Tribe, two blacksmiths and an apprentice, and 

Elizabeth Wetherall, who was a servant. 

Censuses returns from 1851 to 1921 – one every decade – reveal Graffham Pescods 

engaged in various trades, including blacksmiths, postmen, drapers, boot makers, 

cobblers and bakers – but the grocer tradition was constant until the late 1950s. 

Indeed, the 1921 census reveals that Frederick, son of John and Sarah Pescod, 

owned the Graffham bakery alongside the village’s Pescod’s Stores – proof that the  

 
A Pescod token – 

a coin that could 

be redeemed for 

goods from any of 

the family’s 

Graffham shops. 

Pescod family owned a considerable parcel of land in the 

village.  This cluster of outlets made up a thriving enterprise.  

They even issued Graffham Pescod tokens for use within the 

store. 

John, Sarah and their children, particularly Frederick, proved 

to be the linchpins of the Pescod dynasty in the Rother Valley.  

John’s brother Richard, born in 1793, was recorded as a 

cordwainer (shoemaker) living at the shoe shop in Lodsworth.  

According to the Lodsworth Heritage website, the Pescod 

family ran the post office there from 1862. 

Across the valley, John and Richard’s brother George married  

a girl called Elizabeth Haylor in 1851.  He moved to Duncton where she was from 

and became a cordwainer master.  In 1911, their grandson Walter George Pescod 

was running The Cricketers pub, where Ann Pescod was the licensed victualler – a 

role taken over by Walter George Pescod by the time of the 1939 national register. 

The family’s Rother Valley retail expansion continued with Sarah’s son, John, 

living and working as a draper and shopman in Dawes in East Street, Petworth. 

In 1874, various Pescods were involved in Midhurst shops, too.  By 1921 Leonard 

and Sophia Pescod had moved from Station Road to North Street where he was 

recorded in the census of that year as a grocer and wine merchant.  Pescod and Sons 

in North Street, at the junction with Knockhundred Row, is also listed in the 1930 

edition of Kelly’s Directory.   

These stores had a long history and in an interview in the Sussex Express, in July 

2015, John Holland explained just how extensive the operation was while he was 

employed there: “At the back of the shop was the ‘smoke hole’ where we smoked 

bacon, not for our own use but for farmers and people who kept a pig.”  He worked 
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long hours: “I didn’t finish directly the shop closed because all the provisions had 

to be put down in the cellar, and the shop cleaned ready for next morning.  Often 

on Tuesdays it would be even later because Pescod’s delivered right out to 

Lodsworth, Lurgashall, Iping, Stedham, Harting and miles around.” 

More recently, in Graffham, another Pescod household was listed in the 1939 

register.  It was called the Shieling, just up the hill to the south of  Pescod’s Stores, 

opposite Hillside.  Richard George Pescod and his wife Florence, known as 

Lindsay, lived there.  Although the shop was still owned by his sister, Susan, 

Richard was recorded as its manager, assisted by nephew John (Jack) Norket.  

Richard died in 1949 but his widow Lindsay remained living there for some years 

after.  I remember her there when we moved into Hillside in the mid-1950s.  

Some villagers may also remember Jack Pescod, whose wife was Mary.  She had 

moved here from Kirdford when her father became headteacher at Graffham 

School.  Jack and Mary first lived at Mulberry Cottage, then called Suntrap, before 

moving at the beginning of World War II into the newly converted house next to 

Pescod’s Stores.  Jack was the Graffham Postmaster – a position he continued to 

fill when John and Hilda Holland bought the village’s Pescod’s Stores in 1962.  

Jack very much enjoyed his Postmaster title – and matched it with his noble bearing.  

He died in 1970 and was the last of the line of true Graffham Pescods.  Mary, who 

played the organ at St Giles, continued to live in the post office house after the post 

office itself was integrated into John and Hilda’s Pescod’s Stores.  

And so ends the Pescod saga – an intricate web of long lasting Rother Valley retail 

entrepreneurs. 

  
An advertisement for Pescod and Son of Midhurst, in North Street, at the junction 

with Knockhundred Row. 
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Sponsored by: 

richard@hoppcoaching.co.uk    07904 069457    www.hoppcoaching.co.uk 

Tennis Coaching 2024 
with  at 

 

Junior Courses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To book a place on a course, players must be members of Graffham Tennis Club. 
For more information on the courses above, please get in touch. 

 

 

Easter Tennis Course 
 

Tuesday 2nd – Friday 5th April 

 

YrR – Yr11 
 
Group times and ages tbc nearer 

the time 
 

Summer Tennis Course 
 

Wednesday 24th - Friday 26th July 

 

YrR – Yr11 
 

Group times and ages tbc nearer 
the time 

 

After School Tennis Club 
 

Wednesdays  
3.15 - 6.15pm 

 

YrR – Yr6 
 

Starts 6th March 

Rusty Racquets 
 

Wednesdays 1.45 - 2.45pm 
Fridays 3.00 - 4.00pm 

 

Foundation technique, drills and 
match play tactics. 

Runs all year round. 
 

Individual and Private 
Groups 

 

Lessons available for private bookings for 1 
to 8 people. Organise your own group of 

players to get some coaching and improve 
your game. 

 
 

Adult Coaching 

Free  

Junior Taster Session 
 

Wednesday 14th February 
 

YrR – Yr6 
 

9.30-11.30am 
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Tennis is the focus for this month, with plenty of coaching opportunities to enable 

you to prepare for the main season. 

Graffham Tennis Club  
Graffham’s own coach, Richard Hopp, has lined up plenty of 

coaching for those planning to get on court as the days lengthen in 

the months ahead.  For juniors, watch out for a free taster session  
during the forthcoming half-term – on Wednesday 14 February (yes, Valentine’s 

Day) from 9.30 to 11.30am.  It’s open to all – non-members as well as existing 

members.  You don’t even need a racquet – all will be provided for first-timers.  In 

early April – from Tuesday 2 April to Friday 5 April inclusive – there will be paid 

junior coaching sessions.  Exact times will be provided by Richard. 

The club’s annual ‘key exchange’ takes place at the Rec on Sunday 24 March 

between 2 and 4pm.  Richard will be there throughout to give informal on-court 

advice to all.  This is a good opportunity for new and existing members to meet and 

sign up – and pay your annual subs, though this can also be done online. 

Rusty Racquets, the ever-popular sessions for adults, is run during term-times on 

Wednesdays and Fridays.  All standards are welcome.  For more information 

contact Richard on 07904-069457 or at richard@hoppcoaching.co.uk 

Meanwhile, dryer weather has enabled some re-scheduled matches to be played 

during the latter part of January – results not available at the time of going to press. 

Graffham Tennis Club East Hants League home fixtures: February 

Do come and spend a winter afternoon supporting your teams! 

10 Sat 2pm Ladies Div 2 vs Haslemere C 

24 Sat 2pm Mixed Div 1 vs Headley A 
  

 

 
 

Reports from the Rec                    Edited by Philippa Sanders 

 

TEDDY TIME IN THE PAVILION 

TODDLER GROUP 

Wednesdays 10.15-11.30am 

Pavilion, Graffham Rec 
No charge.  All welcome.  Just come along! 

 

 



Graffham Parish News    February 2024 36 

 

  



  

February 2024    Graffham Parish News 37 

Graffham Parish News’ fizzing February quiz 
Ten quick fire questions from Bill Barrett to test your local, topical and wider 

general knowledge.  Answers at the foot of page 38 (no cheating now!) 

1  Where in the village is Colonel Sydney Kennedy commemorated?  

2 An Old English word for ‘spring season’ gives rise to the 

name of which period of religious observance in the Christian 

calendar? 

3 According to the BBC last month, Paula Vennells (right)  

was, in 2017, on the final shortlist of three candidates to be 

appointed as Bishop of where? 

4  How are the Bannau Brycheiniog mountains better known (in England anyway)? 

5 How many years did the Hundred Years War last? 

6 In Act IV Scene 5 of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Valentine’s 

Day is mentioned ruefully by which doomed character? 

7 What is the collective noun for a group of goldfinches (left)? 

8  How old will Yoko Ono Lennon (right) be on 18 February? 

9  Who sang Your Love Is King, which was released in 

February 1984 and peaked at number 6 in the UK singles 

chart? 

10  An episode of which clerical sitcom, set in Ireland and aired from 1995 to 1998, 

featured a renegade milkman called Pat Mustard? 

  

 

 

He got 25 days 
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Who’s doing what at St Giles in February 
Here’s the rota for 10.30am services this month.  If you cannot do your slot, please 

arrange a swap and advise Diane Bellis at diane.bellis@gmail.com and the Rev 

Vivien at reverendvivien@gmail.com 

 Welcomers Reader Reading Refreshments 
4 Diane Bellis Stuart Lewis Proverbs 8 v1,22-31 Stuart and Bridget Lewis 

10 To be confirmed Ann Brown 2 Kings 2 v1-12 Phillip Turner 

18 Stuart and Bridget Lewis Stuart Lewis Luke 10 v30-35 Nettie Lanaghan 

25 Mary Coakes Marie Bracey Genesis 17 v1-7, 15-16 Sue Hill 

 

Flowers 4-11 Feb 

 

Nettie Lanaghan 

Cleaning 

Diane Bellis and Mary Coakes 

Other denominations locally 
Methodist: Midhurst.  Minister: David Muskett  Tel: 01730 233436. email:  

superintendent@esanddcircuit.org.uk.  Web: midhurstmethodist.com   Worship: Sundays 

10.00am, and Café Church 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 10.30am.  

Roman Catholic:  The Catholic Churches of Saints Anthony and George, Duncton, The 

Divine Motherhood and St Francis of Assisi, Midhurst, and The Sacred Heart, Petworth.  

email:  petworth.abdiocese.org.uk. Tel: 01798 342169. Web: www.petworthcatholic.org 

Mass 

Sun 

8am Duncton 
Thu 

9.30am Petworth 

9.30am Midhurst 12noon Midhurst Convent 

11am Petworth Fri 6.30pm Petworth 

Tue 10.30am Petworth 
Sat 

9.30am Midhurst 

Wed 9.30am Midhurst 5.30pm Petworth 

Society of Friends (Quakers): St Anne's Community Centre, St Anne's Hill, Midhurst, 

GU29 9NN.  Web:  sussexwestquakers.org.uk  Meetings:  2nd and 4th Sundays 10.30am. 

United Reformed Church:  Petworth. Minister: Revd Anne Lewitt   Tel: 01798 872535. 

Web: petworthurc.co.uk  Worship: Sundays 10.30am. 

  Quiz answers (from page 37) 
1 The bar room at the Empire Hall.  2 Lent (lencten).  3 London.  4 The Brecon 

Beacons.  5 116.  6 Ophelia.  7 A charm.  8 91.  9 Sade.  10 Father Ted. 

http://www.petworthcatholic.org/


  

February 2024    Graffham Parish News 39 

What’s on at our village church and chapel 
• All residents of and visitors to Graffham are welcome to all services. 

• St Giles Church is at the far south end of Graffham Street, near the Downs. 

• All Saints' Chapel is opposite Graffham Village Shop. 

• Both St Giles Church and All Saints' Chapel are open daily.  

• See stgilesgraffham.org or Facebook's @stgilesgraffham for any changes. 

• Teddy Time is at the Rec Pavilion every Wednesday 10.15 to 11.30am. 

February 

1 Thu 2.30pm PCC Community group meeting  

3 Sat 9.30am ‘Come and Sing’ singing practice St Giles Church 

4 Sun 10.30am Parish Eucharist  St Giles Church 

6 Tue 9.30am Morning Prayer then Pilgrims at 10am All Saints Chapel  

7 Wed 
12.30-2pm Food with Friends singles lunch The Rectory 

2.30pm PCC Worship group meeting  

10 Sat 10am-12noon Bell ringing practice – enquirers welcome St Giles Church 

11 Sun 
10.30am Parish Eucharist  St Giles Church 

4pm BCP Evensong (note earlier time) All Saints Chapel 

13 Tues 9.30am Morning Prayer then Pilgrims at 10 All Saints Chapel 

14 Wed 
 Ash Wednesday – beginning of Lent  

7pm Eucharist with imposition of ashes St Giles Church 

18 Sun 
9am BCP Holy Communion  St Giles Church 

10.30am ‘Church for Everyone’ Service St Giles Church 

21 Tue  No Morning Prayer or Pilgrims  

25 Sun 10.30am Parish Eucharist  St Giles Church 

27 Tue 9.30am Morning Prayer then Pilgrims at 10am All Saints Chapel  

March 

2 Sat 9.30am ‘Come and Sing’ singing practice St Giles Church 

3 Sun 10.30am Parish Eucharist  St Giles Church 

5 Tue 9.30am Morning Prayer then Pilgrims at 10am All Saints Chapel  

6 Wed 12.30-2pm Food with Friends singles lunch The Rectory 

We rely on the generosity of villagers and visitors to safeguard the future of Graffham’s St Giles 

Church and the ability of our parish to deliver its mission to the community it serves – including this 

magazine.  Please support it through a donation – preferably a regular one via our Parish Giving 

Scheme.  You can also raise donations for St Giles virtually every time you shop online – at no extra 

cost to you.  For full details, see www.bit.ly/stggive1  
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What’s on in and around the village  
January 

31 Wed 12.30pm 
Graffham Garden Group new year 

lunch (see page 12) 
Empire Hall 

February 

2 Fri 

 Candlemass  

 National Hedgehog Day  

8pm Elvis in Blue Hawaii show (pages 24-25) Empire Hall 

3 Sat 

9.30am Come and sing! St Giles 

9am-2pm Midhurst Farmers Market Midhurst 

10.30am-

12.30pm 

District councillor John Cross hosts 

surgery 
Bury Village Hall 

4 Sun  World Cancer Day  

5 Mon  Children’s Mental Health Week starts  

6 Tue 

10.45am 
Arts Society of Midhurst talk Bruegel. 

The Seasons of the World  

Midhurst 

Methodist Hall  

2pm 
Arts Society of West Sussex talk The Golden 

Section: Divine Proportion in Art and 

Architecture by Tate guide Alexandra Epps 

Fittleworth  

Village Hall 

7 Wed 12.30-2pm Food with Friends singles lunch The Rectory 

8 Thu 2.30pm 
Thursday Club hears from Petworth 

historian Miles Costello 
Empire Hall 

9 Fri  Seaford College half-term (till18 Feb)  

10 Sat 
 Chinese New Year  

9.30am Graffham Down Trust work party (p 28) Meet at St Giles 

11 Sun 7pm Folk music night Three Moles 

12 Mon  WSCC schools half term (till 16 Feb)  

13 Tue  Shrove Tuesday – Pancake Day  

14 Wed 

 Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent  

 Valentine’s Day  

 Junior tennis taster day (see pages 34-35 Rec 

17 Sat  Random Acts of Kindness Day  

20 Tue 9-11am Great Feet foot health professional1 Empire Hall 

22 Thu 
10.30-

12noon 

District councillor John Cross hosts 

surgery 

Fittleworth 

Village Shop 

24 Sat 

10-11am Community garden work party War Memorial 

10.30-

11.30am 

District councillor John Cross hosts 

surgery 

Graffham 

Village Shop 

9am-1pm Petworth Farmers Market Petworth 
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28 Wed 12.30pm Lunch Club2  Empire Hall 

1Great Feet foot health professional:  Available to Graffham Health Support Association members only. 

2Lunch Club:  Graffham Empire Hall Lunch Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 12.30pm for 

12.45pm for a home cooked two-course meal and coffee, at £8 a head.  Please book via Sarah on 01798 867567. 

Regular weekly activities (for notes, how to book, etc, see below) 

Mondays 

8am Functional circuit training1 Westerlands 

9-10am Fitflows Fitness2 Empire Hall 

Daytime-evening Osteopath3 Empire Hall 

Tuesdays 

8.30am–12noon Post Office Empire Hall 
9.30am Strength and mobility with Abi Martin Westerlands 

Daytime-evening Osteopath3 Empire Hall 

Wednesdays 

9–10am Yoga4 Empire Hall 
10.15-11.30am Teddy Time toddler group5 Pavilion 

11.15am-12noon Pilates6 Empire Hall 
1.45-2,45pm Rusty Racquets adults tennis coaching7 Rec 

7-8.30pm Badminton8 Empire Hall 
Daytime-evening Osteopath3 Empire Hall 

Thursdays 

Daytime-evening Osteopath3 Empire Hall 

9.30am Strength and mobility with Abi Martin Westerlands 

10.45-11.45am Ease Into Exercise9 Empire Hall 

6-7.15pm Yoga4 Empire Hall 

Fridays 

8am Functional circuit training1 Westerlands 
9-10.15am Yoga4 Empire Hall 
9am-3pm Physiotherapy clinic10 Empire Hall 

3-4pm Rusty Racquets adults tennis coaching7 Rec 
4pm Functional circuit training1 Westerlands 

Sundays 5pm Pickleball Empire Hall 
 

Empire Hall:  For booking and contact details, see Directory, inside back cover. 

1For all Westerlands events:  Book online at www.westerlands.com/experiences/wild-fit 

2Fitflows Fitness:  Contact Susie Bush 07870 219956. 

3Osteopath:  Bookings required.  To make an appointment, for daytime or early evening, contact Anna 

Shawcross on 01798 867523 or see www.annashawcross.co.uk 

4Yoga: Deborah Albon on 07790 867009. 

5Teddy Time:  No charge.  All welcome.  Just come along.  

6Pilates:  Contact Nicky Capes on 07990 517858 or 01730 812297. 

7Rusty Racquets: Contact Richard Hopp at richard@hoppcoaching.co.uk, on 07904 069457.   

8Badminton: Contact Louisa Thomas, at louisa9000@hotmail.co.uk.  All welcome.   

9Ease Into Exercise:  Contact Susie Bush 07870 219956. 

10Physiotherapy:  Contact Serena Cooper on 07884 445983 or at serenacooper.physiotherapy@outlook.com. 
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t. 03300 945596

w. www.scorpio-alarms.co.uk

a. Pippin Farm, Toat Lane, Pulborough RH20 1BZ

New or upgraded 

system? Call us 

today to arrange 

a FREE survey

 

 

 
 

The Gables 

Tillington 

GU28 9AB 

Tel: 01798 342174 

 

95 Lower Street 

Pulborough 

RH20 2BP 

Tel: 01798 872000 

 

Email: wbryderandsons@hotmail.co.uk 

 

5
TH

 GENERATION   LOCAL   FAMILY RUN  

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS  

24 Hours Service 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Monumental Stones supplied 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available 

Grave Maintenance service 
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With 30+ years’ experience, we are the 

leading fencing and groundwork 
specialists in West Sussex and Surrey. 

Quality workmanship assured, 
whether you need to keep children or 

horses in, wildlife out or just want 
security for your home. 

01428 685222 
slf@straightlinefencing.co.uk 

 

  

  

ME CONTRACTING  

SUSTAINABLE LAND 

MANAGEMENT  
 

• Land reclamation and repurposing  

• Installing farm tracks 
• Drainage 

• Bulk excavation work and site 
clearance  

• Aggregates 
• Creating and restoring lakes and 

ponds 

• Ditch clearance  
 

hello@me-contracting.co.uk 

07786 161666 
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Dismantling and felling 

Crown thinning and reducing 

Removal of deadwood     Pruning 

Hedge cutting        Stump grinding 

Full public liability              Certified arborist 

Free estimates and advice 

 

brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com 

07763 844422 
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BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES 

for small business and sole traders 

VAT RETURNS      CIS RETURNS  

SELF-ASSESSMENT  

GENERAL BOOKKEEPING  

Jennifer Sear MICB 

Heyshott, Midhurst 

T: 07834 765761  

E: athenabookkeeping@aol.com 
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Matt Wheatley 

Local electrician 
Part P approved contractor 

Fully insured 

For prompt and friendly 
service, please call 

07976 465974 
or email 

mattwheatley1971@btinternet.com  
reallygreatsite.com

SERENA COOPER
PHYSIOTHERAPY

SPECIALIST MSK  PHYSIOTHERAPIST
MSC, HCPC, MCSP 

  Friday Physiotherapy Clinic 
 Graffham 

For more information please get in touch on:
07884445983

serenacooper.physiotherapy@outlook.com
 

Low back pain/sciatica
Neck pain
Joint pain

Muscular aches and strains
Sporting/ligament injuries

Chronic pain
Home visits available  

 

Born out of a family of gardeners   

and skilled craftsman 

¥ All hard landscaping, garden clearance 

¥ Site/garden clearance 

¥ Ground works & site levelling 

¥ Garden walls & raised planting beds 

¥ Paving, decking, wooden structures 

¥ Fencing and edging 

07913 118780 

greg@timberscapes.co.uk 
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pescadorashire.co.uk

pescadorasprivatehire@gmail.com

07467 521 760PLEASE CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL FOR A QUOTE.

24 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE BY PRIOR 

ARRANGEMENT.

!"#$#%&'#()*&+#,-&.)"/-0)

 

 

 

West Sussex Logs 
 

Logs cut to size.  
All seasoned timber. 

Four days for delivery  
once ordered. 

 

Grass cutting, hedge cutting             
and tree work also available. 

 

01730 814751 
07950 035997 
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Directory:  Useful local contact info 
DOCTORS Petworth Surgery 01798 342248 

Midhurst Riverbank Medical Centre 01730 812121 

Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit 01483 782334 

DEFIBRILLATOR On wall outside Empire Hall Code is C240Z 

FLOOD ALERT for Lods Bridge To check river level bit.ly/lodsbridge 

POLICE In emergency 999 

 Non-emergency 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk   101 

BURST WATER MAINS Southern Water 0800 820 999 

POWER CUTS Scottish & Southern Electric 0800 0727 282 

99 FLEX BUS Linking Graffham with 

Chichester, Petworth etc 

01243 858854             

bit.ly/99flexbus 

All Saints Chapel Trust Chairman Clive Rowntree 01798 867536 

Badminton  Louisa Thomas louisa9000@hotmail.co.uk 

Bees / Swarms   

Wisboro’ Green B’keepers Tom Moore 07984 606214/01798 343470 

Local beekeeper Murray West evenings 01798 867048 

Chichester District Council  01243 534734 

District Councillor John Cross jcross@chichester.gov.uk 

07592 307027 

Dog Warden Office hours 

Emergency  

01243 534734 

01243 785339 

Citizens Advice Bureau  03448 487969 

East Lavington Parish Council Chairman Charles Britton charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk 

 Clerk Amy Harte 07889 979820 

eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com 

Empire Hall empirehall.org.uk empirehall@gmail.com 

Chairman and Bookings Sally  Blunt bookings.empirehall@gmail.com 

 Treasurer  Carole Sargent 01798 344790 

Maintenance Gillian Charlesworth empirehall@gmail.com 

Empire Lunch Club Sarah Lydiard-Wilson 01798 867567 

Foodbank info@chichester.foodbank.org.uk 01243 773687 

Foresters Arms forestersarms-pub.co.uk   01798 867386 

Graffham Archive Robin Brind graffhamarchive@outlook.com 01798 867619 

Graffham Bellringers  Tower Captain    Howard Pescott 01798 867029 

Graffham Bowls Club Chairman Sheila Allen 01798 342869 

Secretary Liz Pegram 01798 867770 

Graffham Cricket Club  Bill Barrett 01798 867113 

Graffham Down Trust Chairman Jim Kirke 01798 867026 

Graffham Garden Group Carole Kirke 01798 867026 

Graff’m Health Support Assc Chairman Sarah Lydiard-Wilson 01798 867567 

Membership Tracy Rowe 07881 698993 

Transport  07391 802541 

Prescription collection Ann Rowney ann.rowney@icloud.com 

Loan of equipment Karin Skanberg 07920 091014 
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Graffham Nursery School Office  01798 867324 

Graffham Parish Council Chairman Roger Coakes roger.coakes@graffham-pc.uk 

 Clerk Caroline Davison   clerk@graffham-pc.uk 

Graffham Parish News Editorial and circulation:  editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 

 Advertising:      ads.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 

 See also bottom of inside front cover 

Graffham with Woolavington Parochial Church Council stgilesgraffham.org 

Priest-in-Charge Rev Vivien Turner 01798 867199 

hallo@stgilesgraffham.org 

Churchwarden Ginny Barrett 01798 867113 

 Treasurer Yvonne Churchward 07808 781510 

  graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com 

Graffham Rec Committee Chairman John Bracey 01798 867760 

 Treasurer Bernard Bayly 01798 867042 

Bookings Sec Sonya Gillespie graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com    

Graffham Tennis Club Chairman Simon Longman 01798 867317 

Membership Richard Gyles 01798 867484 

 Coaching Emma Amin 01798 867063 

Graffham Village Shop Jeeva and Vasu 01798 867700 

graffhamvillageshop.co.uk 

Graffham Vill’ge Shop Assoc Chairman Steve Dover 07770 499223 

 Treasurer Andy Paterson andyp1692@gmail.com 

 Secretary Neil McLean neil.mclean@brookorchard.com 

   07971 142252 

Katherine Maud Guillod Fund c/o Graffham PC Clerk graffhampc@gmx.co.uk 

Lavington Estate info@lavingtonstud.co.uk                                 01798 867275 

Lavington Park Federation graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk 

Graffham CE Infant School 01798 867324 

Duncton CE Junior School 01798 342402 

Friends of Graffham & Duncton Schools 01798 867324 

Long Bostle Downland Soc Gillian Brandt 01798 867276 

MP Arundel & South Downs Andrew Griffith andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk 

Midhurst & Petworth Observer Nikki Jeffery 01243 534163 

National Trust (Lavington Common)  01730 816638 

Neighbourhood Watch Michael Crickmay 01798 867486 

Osteopath Anna Shawcross 01798 867523 

Oil Buying Syndicate Derek Bradnum derekbradnum@gmail.com 

Petworth Food Bank  07501 921617 

Pilates at Empire Hall Nicky Capes 07990 517858 

Seaford College  01798 867392 

Three Moles Ollie and Tom    thethreemoles.com    01798 861303 

Thursday Club Secretary Diane Bellis 01798 867444 

West Sussex County Council General enquiries 01243 777100 

County Councillor Tom Richardson 07463 785039 

White Horse whitehorsegraffham.com    01798 867331 

Yoga at Empire Hall Deborah Albon 07790 867009 
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Downsizing, Upsizing, Extending?
If you are considering the sale of your property or

need good advice, we would love to hear from you.

01730 812357    midhurst@jackson-stops.co.uk
Market Square, Midhurst, West Sussex, GU29 9NJ

Please get in touch with our team in

Midhurst to find out more 

“Seems like it was only five minutes ago this place felt as spacious as a palace.”


