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Here we go again
Once again we are incarcerated and praying for our doctors and nurses 
and all their patients. Life has to be better soon and, in the meantime we 
have to count blessings and be grateful for our lives.

Graffham has so many kind and thoughtful people which is one of the 
things that got us through the last time. With all our dogs, we see one 
another from a distance and offer cheery waves keeping spirits up on 
daily walks. Much of the world has changed so much but, looking at the 
Downs and fields, l remember what they have seen over the centuries. It 
can’t have looked very different during the Reformation, Civil War, two 
World Wars and plagues. It is the one beautiful, steady remaining joy in 
our otherwise constricted lives.

My family has stepped up with many other young people to help and 
support all who need and it is true of us all that we become closer and 
kinder in times of disaster. As we wait for our vaccinations and pass our 
‘groundhog’ interchangeable days, we have to remember it WILL end 
and we shall be able to meet again.
Sue Hill
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‘I dare not shut His chapel, on such as care to attend’

We were delighted to hear the recorded voice of a most dear Graff-
ham resident, Sonia Williams, this Christmas, reading Rudyard 
Kipling’s poem Eddi’s Service at two of our Christmas services. It 
tells the story of a priest conducting midnight service on a stormy 
Christmas night in St Wilfrid’s chapel at Manhood End, with an old 
marsh donkey and bullock as his only congregation. Thankfully, in 
a year when many services in Graffham, as elsewhere, have taken 
place without congregations, our St Giles services welcomed people 
and enjoyed fair weather. This was much appreciated in the church-
yard where for safety we held the Graffham Nativity and Christmas 
Day Eucharist. Surely a first in our parish history, it also allowed us 
the privilege of welcoming Jo’s donkeys Bill and Ben representing 
the animals in the stable at our Saviour’s birth.  

Having been supported so wonderfully by our village community 
with the Christmas raffle and auction, our Christmas service col-
lections could be donated to the Chichester Mothers’ Union ‘Away 
from it all’ appeal. This is raising funds to renovate a caravan at 
Winchelsea and replace another at Selsey. The caravans are offered 
to families under stress in need of a week’s holiday, recommended 
by social services or other agencies. We enjoyed a striking coinci-
dence when we realised Manhood End, the unusually named vil-
lage in Sonia’s poem where Eddi’s Service is set, is located at Selsey 
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– the very same place as the Mothers Union caravan. Mother Union 
needs £60,000 and we were delighted to contribute £665 towards 
the total. Do let me know if you too would like to contribute to a 
much-needed resource in these demanding times. 

As they really are now. Unlike Eddi, after Christmas we sadly 
closed our doors to services once again following concerns over vi-
rus transmission. With so much heartbreaking news, we show Chris-
tian love and care for one another by remaining at home. And bit 
by bit, until the time we gather again, we find new ways to engage 
in worship while we are there. It matters that we do, knowing prayer 
has no boundaries and holds us together still in common love.

On Sundays at 10am our Parish Eucharist conducted from the 
Rectory study is streamed to Facebook. If you don’t use Facebook, 
you can also access via a link on our website homepage.  

On Wednesdays at 7pm we gather for candlelit Zoom Night 
Prayer. Please email me if you would like a link to this short service.  
The text of the service is also available on our website homepage.  
Just click on the candle there.
Keep safe everybody. 
With love from Reverend Vivien 
©Photos thanks to Colin Barker
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Summary of Community Activities in 2020

In a very different year, here’s a short review of community activities 
arranged by and supporting St Giles parish in 2020. 

The single most different thing to happen has been the advent of internet 
communication via Facebook and the St Giles website page. Nearly all the 
following begin with Facebook and have helped provide a church pres-
ence during the year that seemed very difficult last March. Thus follows.
• VE Day and the wonderful video recording village celebrations. 
• VJ Day with the contribution of flowers at the war memorial spelling 

the letters VJ. 
• Local artists Sue Hill, Richard Davidson and Jo Morris opening their studios. 
• The virtual Christmas Fair and Silent Auction which was an absolute 

highlight and involved so much village participation in so many ways 
raising phenomenal amounts for much needed church funds. 

• The village of Graffham and the Christmas story’ video with over 100 
local participants. This has reached places way beyond Graffham. 

• The Foodbank collection point moving from the church to the shop 
with great success. 

• The magazine going online before returning to hard copy. Now any-
one can continue to read it on the church website. 

• Outdoor Christmas trees at St Giles and All Saints chapel. Jo’s don-
keys arriving twice at St Giles at Christmas. 

• Graffham Nativity and Christmas Day service outside in St Giles Churchyard.
• The discretionary fund set up to support people in need.
• The Greener Graffham initiative.
• Rev Vivien posting online services that have been participated in by a 

new and wider congregation.
• A continuous regular Facebook presence contributed by Rev Vivien and others.
• Izzy Barrett’s illustrations which bring continuity to church communications.

ALL these ventures have been important in enabling the church to serve 
and support the community in new ways, especially as using the actual 
building has been difficult to say the least. This has been a steep learning 
curve for everyone. We are very grateful to all you have done to support 
and encourage and cheer our community in 2020.
Ann Brown

We keep going in 2021, trusting in God willing us on to overcome every 
difficulty with kindness and goodwill.
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The amazingly generous re-
sponse to St Giles’ virtual Christ-
mas fair and an increased level 
of donations in the second half of 
the year should have enabled our 
parish to nudge into the black fi-
nancially for 2020, after facing a 
massive deficit during the depths 
of the first lockdown, providing 
a positive platform to build on in 
2021.

Thanks to the scores of people 
throughout the community for 
making this happen.

It means that some urgent minor maintenance to our historic vil-
lage church can go ahead soon.  Watch this space for more details 
as things progress.

But with lockdown in place again, we are far from being out of the 
woods – like most families, businesses and organisations through-
out the country.

We still have a steep hill to climb to guarantee the long-term via-
bility of beautiful St Giles and the independence of our parish.

The best way of safeguarding our future is by encouraging more 
to join the many throughout the village and beyond who are donat-
ing to our church on a regular basis.

If everyone in the village who is not already giving regularly to St 
Giles was able to pledge just a few pounds a month to the church 
through our Parish Giving Scheme, then the future of our historic 
and beautiful church and parish would be so much more secure, 
along with everything they contribute to our village, including pro-
ducing and distributing this magazine for free.  
See www.stgilesgraffham.org/giving to see how.

Thanks as ever for all your support.
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Graffham Garden Group

Although the arrangements for the Spring Plant Sale will depend on the 
Covid rules in place in May, we intend somehow to have a Vegetable 
Plant Sale on Saturday 8th May. Flowers are more problematic to pro-
duce and divide and the local garden centres will be bursting with pro-

duce hence no flowers in the sale this time. Our committee will be grow-
ing finite but generous amounts of the following:

Tomatoes [both cherry and medium/large]
Cucumbers
Courgettes

French climbing beans
Runner beans

Parsley
Please watch the Graffham noticeboard online and the March and April 

Parish Magazines for further details.  
We look forward to your support as always.
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Memories on the Adur

I hope this finds you all well. I’m writing this from the depths of 
Lockdown III and wishing I had made more of my freedom in be-
tween the restrictions. I did manage to have one particularly memo-
rable wildlife encounter before Christmas as I explored the River 
Adur south of Henfield. You’ll find many species of wild mammal 
living in that district. Badgers, foxes, stoats, weasels, shrews, rab-
bits, hares, moles, voles, dormice, bats, rats, hedgehogs, mice and 
mink all form the mammalian fauna of this landlocked Sussex area. 
Yet there’s one salty surprise on the list; the Common Seal, an animal 
that’s typically found in Britain’s coastal waters five miles away. And 
the seals have certainly been surprising many local residents who, 
while innocently strolling along the Adur, have encountered their 
local leviathan. Sussex Wildlife Trust has received plenty of excited 
tweets, emails and shaky mobile phone videos from amazed ob-
servers who can’t believe what they’ve seen.

Throughout history, sailors (without the benefits of smartphones 
and Twitter accounts) have confused seals for mermaids and sea 
serpents. That’s fair enough because as Sussex mammals go, this 
seal is a real monster. Common Seals can weigh up to 150kg; twice 
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the weight of a Fallow Deer, the second biggest wild mammal in this 
area (and 50,000 times heavier than the smallest; the Pygmy Shrew). 
On land, this blubbery behemoth is about as agile as Peter Ustinov 
trapped in a sleeping bag but underwater they’re in their element. 
As balletic as Baryshnikov, they gracefully swim at speeds of up to 
25 mph as they hunt fish, shellfish, squid and octopus. It’s this quest 
for food that occasionally leads seals into Sussex rivers such as the 
Adur, Arun and Ouse as they follow fish migrating upstream.

Common Seals breed in Sussex, where there is a colony down at 
Chichester Harbour. It’s a sink or swim situation for seal pups born 
on these sandbanks which are only exposed during the low tides of 
summer. Their aquatic life starts as the next high tide rolls in and 
within hours of their birth they’re swimming in the Solent alongside 
their mother. Mother’s milk helps them to double their birth weight 
in just a few weeks. The name ‘common’ is a bit of a misnomer. In 
British waters, you’re three times more likely to see their larger, 
Roman-nosed relative the Grey Seal. The patterns on each seal’s fur 
are as individual as fingerprints. Keep an eye out when you’re next 
walking along the Adur and see if a seal is still around and giving 
the river its approval. My encounter with this surreal seal, so far 
inland, was certainly memorable. The minute this lockdown is lifted 
I’ll be getting out again to make plenty more wildlife memories.

Michael Blencowe
Senior Learning & Engagement Officer
Sussex Wildlife Trust
michaelblencowe@sussexwt.org.uk
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Thank you for supporting the Mothers’ Union ‘Away from it 
all’ appeal. A special thank you too, to the teachers in our 
schools and much love to families who have been juggling 
home-schooling and working from home. Continuing thanks 
to Jeeva and Vasu and everyone working to provide for us at 
the Community Shop. A big thank you to our lovely postmen, 
and those we hardly notice who collect our refuse without fail. 
To parish councillors in Graffham and Lavington and everyone 
who contributes to community life in Graffham, making this a 
village to be proud of.
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Mount Noddy

Mount Noddy is launching an ambitious plan to rebuild its animal centre 
to create more and better facilities for the neglected, abused and unwant-
ed dogs and cats it cares for.

The year-long £3.4 million project will enable RSPCA Sussex, Chichester 
and District Branch to help hundreds more animals each year. 

A large legacy left to the branch has paid for more than half the cost 
but it still needs to raise more than £1.5 million to complete the build.

Bestselling author and vet Bruce Fogle (father of Ben), Branch president 
said: “Knowledge of what helps animals recover when they come into 
shelters has come on in leaps and bounds over the years and with this 
legacy and the support of local businesses and the community, we have an 
exciting opportunity to create the best possible environment to help them.”

The branch, which is responsible for its own fundraising to run the 
centre, is selling the chance to name a kennel or cat pen at the centre in 

Eartham for £500 each. 
It is the perfect way to 
remember a loved one, 
either human or furry, 
mark an occasion like a 
wedding or anniversary 
or for businesses to show 
support for the centre. 
You could become a 
Friend for just £2.50 a 
month, or foster one of 
our dogs or cats to help 
them on their way to a 
forever home.

For more ways to help 
go to www.rspcasuss-
exchichester.org.uk or 
contact Graffham resi-
dent Claire Penhallurick, 
who is a trustee of Mount 
Noddy (claire@bearpet-
worth.com and 01798 
651066).
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Graffham Virtual Art Festival

Due to lockdown, the 2020 Graffham 
Art Festival will not be taking place in its 
usual capacity. Instead, we’d like to share 
the art with you through the pages of the 
magazine.
Please do get in touch with Rozie (email 
address inside cover) if you’d like to  
include your art in these pages.

Labrador. Oil on canvas. Painted by Jacky Gregory
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Above: Annual Invictus, race horse. Oil on canvas painted by Jacky Gregory 

Right: A painting by Clive McBain
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Graffham Parish Council

Broadband Connectivity
Graffham Parish Council fully supports the initiative for broadband con-
nectivity which is being coordinated by Mark Stewart, Ginny Barret and 
Simon Longman. Please see the document which is being circulated 
through the village and is also reproduced within this magazine on the 
next pages (pp.17-18).

Fibre broadband would be a major asset to the village whether you 
work from home, or simply download the odd programme to watch. The 
scheme does not involve you in any cost unless and until you upgrade 
your existing broadband package through your existing provider. The 
more people who express an interest, the more likely Openreach will get 
the job done.

Katherine Maud Guillod Fund
Graffham Parish Councillors are all individually Trustees of The Kather-
ine Maud Guillod Fund which is a charitable trust set up in 1925 for the 
benefit of the local area.

In accordance with the terms of the trust, the income is distributed each 
year as follows: 50% goes to the Graffham Health Support Association, 
25% to the Thursday Club and 25% remains for distribution at the discre-
tion of the Parish Council for charitable grants to persons or institutions 
connected with the village. 

The trust documents state that the remaining 25% may be distributed 
by GPC as it may decide but, it is desired, that principally in mind should 
be the preservation and upkeep of footpaths within the Parish and the 
assistance of pupils of Graffham School who may obtain scholarships for 
study at other schools or colleges.
In the year to 31 March 2021, it is anticipated that the surplus of receipts 
over payments, being the funds to be used at the discretion of the Council 
in 2020-2021, will be in the region of some £500. The Council would 
welcome applications for appropriate grant funding. Any submissions 
would then be considered at a forthcoming KMG Fund Meeting. Please 
submit any application to the Clerk at the contact details below.  
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Forthcoming Meetings – all dates and venue are subject to Covid-19 regulations.

Friday 12 March 2021         7pm    Empire Hall or Zoom
Monday 10 May 2021  Annual Meeting of the Parish,  
     Informal drinks 6.30pm, followed   
     by Meeting 7pm. Empire Hall.
Friday 14 May 2021   Annual Meeting of Graffham Parish  
     Council. 7pm.
  
Agendas, along with draft and approved minutes, are available on  
www.graffham-pc.uk and on the notice board outside the Empire Hall. Other 
information including contact details for all councillors, dates of forth-
coming meetings and procedural documents can be found on  
www.graffham-pc.uk

Tracy Rowe, Clerk
graffhampc@gmx.co.uk / 01798 867020

Regular Activities in The Empire Hall

Tuesdays  8.45 – 12.00      POST OFFICE
   9.00 – 11.00      GREAT FEET (see below)

(IF COVID RESTRICTIONS ALLOW)
• Osteopath: Mondays and Thursdays, daytime and early evening. 

Booking required, ring Anna Shawcross 01798 867523 for an ap-
pointment.

• Great Feet (Chiropodist’s Visit): 16th February 9.00 – 11.00 Treatment 
Room. GHSA members only. Booking required, Vikki Wood  
(07825 185880)

Any changes will be posted on the Empire Hall Noticeboard. The Empire 
Hall will be available to hire for Children’s Parties,
Wedding Receptions, Private Functions and Classes as restrictions allow.

Website  www.empirehall.org.uk
Email  empirehall@gmail.com
Phone  Booking Secretary Eira Ashby 867297
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Gigabit Fibre Connectivity      
   
Please help us bring the best available broadband connectivity 
to Graffham and East Lavington – for free.

As you may have read on Facebook’s Graffham Noticeboard or leaflets 
through your door, a group of your neighbours are working on behalf of 
the entire community to bring Gigabit broadband to our village and are 
asking all households in both parishes to support the initiative.

What is Gigabit broadband?
Gigabit broadband is the fastest available broadband capability, enabling 
users to obtain guaranteed speeds of up to 1 Gigabit per second (1,000 
MB per second). Currently those of us served by the Graffham telephone 
exchange are limited to a maximum of 80mb per second and in reality 
speeds are often very much slower than that. This initiative was started 
because we still have approx. 80+ households off the Graffham exchange 
who struggle to reach 10mbps connectivity, considered to be unacceptable 
speeds by OFCOM. Graffham has one Fibre cabinet (FTTC) where the 
distance from this cabinet to your house, via the copper telephone lines, 
determines your connectivity speeds. This Gigabit proposal is to bring 
Fibre To The Premise (FTTP) to all households, enabling everyone to 
receive the same high quality service.

Higher speeds will future-proof users to take advantage of future tech-
nological developments, make it easier to work, school and consume en-
tertainment from home and make our properties here in Graffham more 
attractive (and hence more valuable) when we eventually decide to move.

How much it would cost to instal?
The Government is offering up to £1,500 per residential property and 
£3,500 per small business/school/charity in its efforts to encourage rural 
communities to get this level of infrastructure. West Sussex County Council 
also have a limited fund to top-up the vouchers to £4000 per household. If 
sufficient householders in Graffham and East Lavington indicate an interest 
in signing up for it, this government cash could be enough to cover the cost 
of installing the proposed gigabyte broadband capability throughout the 
entire community. So, hopefully, it would be free to us.  
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Once installed, each of us would have to decide which supplier to buy 
our Gigabit broadband service from, just as we do now for our regular 
broadband service. For example, in Selham, where Gigabit broadband 
has recently been installed, Sky is charging £25 a month for 75mb per 
second service, or £33 for 150mb per second. Packages will be available 
up to 1gbps. You pay for the speed of service you want to consume.

What we are asking you to do now
We are asking as many households and businesses in Graffham and East 
Lavington to indicate their potential interest in Gigabit broadband, so we 
have the best possible chance of getting it installed as soon as possible – 
and for free.

Please help us by indicating your interest – with no commitment at this 
stage – by providing us with your:

a) Name
b) Graffham or East Lavington address
c) Telephone numbers – home landline and mobile
d) Email address
We will need to share this information with Openreach, the infrastruc-

ture supplier, but otherwise it will be kept confidential and only for the 
purposes of this fibre initiative. 

Want to find out more?
Please feel free to contact any of us if you have any further questions – 
and see: www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/community- 
fibre-partnerships

Thanks for reading this – and, hopefully, for your support.
Mark Stewart
Brackwood
marks@aldcap.com
07931 384738 

Ginny Barrett
Greenwood Cottage
v.j.kingsmill@qmul.
ac.uk
01798 867113

Simon Longman
Little Norwood Cottage
simon.longman@
gmail.com
01798 867317
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Graffham Calendar 2020

2021
March
Fri 12   Graffham Parish Council meeting. 7pm, Empire Hall.
Mon 15 East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm. 
  Agenda on website and noticeboards with links.
Mon 15 Graffham Tennis Club AGM, 7pm.

May
Mon 10  Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. Informal drinks   
  6.30pm, Meeting 7pm.
Fri 14   Annual Meeting of Graffham Parish Council. 7pm.
Mon 17 East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.

July
Mon 19 East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.
Sat 24-30 Graffham Tennis Club, Tennis Week

September
Mon 20 East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.

November 
Mon 15 East Lavington Parish Council Meeting. Zoom call, 6.30pm.

In January we bid farewell to Sue Windsor, moving from 
Graffham to Flitwell in Oxfordshire. We wish Sue every bless-

ing in her new home, and as happy as setting in her new 
village as she has enjoyed with us in Graffham.  

We welcome a number of new residents to our village too, 
looking forward to better opportunities to meet as time goes 

on, and sharing our experiences of living here.
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Lent 2021 
 

Ash Wednesday Eucharist with act of 
penitence will be streamed to St Giles 
Church Graffham Facebook page* on 
Ash Wednesday 17 February at 10am. 

*and can also be accessed via our  
Website stgilesgraffham.org 

 
Zoom Night Prayer each Wednesday  

at 7pm to include a 2 minute reflection  
during Lent.  

 
Zoom Lent talks look out for details of  
on Facebook and website and in the 

March parish magazine  
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Graffham Nature Watch

For those who don’t know, we now have a wonderful Facebook page to 
share photos of beautiful sights around Graffham. Here are a few recent 
finds from the community.

Below: ©Amelie Shawcross 
Right top: ©Jacky Gregory 

Right below: ©Jonathan Simons



22



23

Above: ©John Prescott.  
Overleaf: Top left: ©Sally Blunt. Top right: ©Elaine Moore.  

Bottom: ©Claire Sadler. 



24



25

 

Many Thanks,  
The Easter Market 

Committee

Due to Covid restrictions, we will again be 

holding a Spring Event rather than an Easter 

Market. As this is the main fundraising event 

for the Empire Hall we would be most grateful 

for any donations for the raffle or auction. 

Please contact jackygregory@btinternet.com 

or liz.empirehall@gmail.com  07543 670586. 
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The Lavington Park Federation
Graffham CE Infant and Duncton CE Junior School

It makes us all feel better when the lovely snowdrops appear in the 
grounds at Graffham!

At present, in line with the government’s national lockdown restrictions, 
our schools are open on a very limited basis only to our vulnerable children 
and those whose parents are ‘critical workers’ such as NHS workers. This 
means that currently on our ‘busiest’ day at Graffham we have fourteen 
children in attendance!

Staff are working a rota so that for the sake of all our families nobody 
has to be in school more than is necessary; however, even when not 
physically in school, teachers continue to work super-hard leading online 
learning for all our pupils.

All our teaching staff deserve our admiration and enormous gratitude 
for the miraculous juggling acts they continue to perform, caring for their 
own families, educating their own children and continuing to support our 
school community of families so superbly. Indeed, school teachers across 
the entire nation are due the utmost respect from us all!

Find out more about our school – including a ‘virtual tour’ - on our web-
site, at www.graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk

Please do take a look at and ‘like’ our Facebook page, set up by the 
‘Friends of Graffham and Duncton’  
www.facebook.com/pg/friendsofgraffhamandduncton
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	 	 Graffham	Rainfall	report	for	2020	

Last	year	I	commented	that	2019	was	wettest	year	I	have	recorded	since	I	
started	doing	so	in	2010.	It	will	come	as	no	surprise	to	learn	that	2020	
managed	to	beat	that	record	but	only	by	about	30mm	

			

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

(If	you	prefer	to	think	in	inches	the	last	two	years	figures	are	51.6	and	53.0)	

Never	before	have	I	recorded	more	than	one	month	in	any	year	with	a	monthly	
rainfall	in	excess	of	200mm	but	2020	managed	three.	October	had	277mm	(only	
just	short	of	my	recorded	maximum	of	281.8	in	January	2014).	December	at	
211.0mm	and	February	at	207.5mm	were	the	other	two	to	exceed	the	200mm	
mark.	

Both	May	and	September	both	had	less	than	half	the	eight	year	average	but	
February	and	October	more	than	doubled	their	average.	The	last	two	Decembers	
have	been	rather	wet	with	both	ending	up	more	than	a	third	over	average	

	

	



28

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

In	weekly	and	daily	terms	in	2020	the	wettest	were:	 	 	 											
Week	from:		27	September		129mm																	Day	of:			2	October								65mm																																	
	 										9	February									86mm	 	 										19	August									50mm	 		

In	any	planning	of	holidays	for	2021	you	may	wish	to	avoid	the	last	week	of	
September	as	the	same	week	in	2019	returned	the	year	maximum	at	128mm;	the	
adjacent	week	in	February	was	also	one	of	the	wettest.	

On	a	more	positive	note	there	were	only	6	rainy	days	in	April	with	just	two	in	May	

	

	

	

	

	

	
	
J	

John	Sutton	 	 	 	 	 	 	 January	2021	
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Census Day

Census Day is on 21st March and a great deal of work is being done 
locally to prepare for it alongside the national campaign which you 
will see shortly, in newspapers, the television and social media.  Re-
cruitment of the considerable numbers of people who will be helping 
with the census is underway through www.censusjobs.co.uk. House-
holds across Graffham and East Lavington will receive letters with 
online codes letting them to take part from early March.

None of us know what restrictions will be in place because of the 
pandemic so a whole range of scenarios are being planned for, but 
because Census 2021 will be the first run predominantly online, with 
households receiving a letter with a unique access code, allowing them 
to complete the questionnaire on their computers, phones or tablets, 
no face-to-face human intervention outside the house will be required. 
In this situation, census forms will not need to be put in post boxes and 
collected by the postie. Nor will the envelopes need to be opened and 
the completed forms scanned or otherwise data-captured. It will be 
quicker to complete the form online too, as you will be automatically 
directed to the next relevant question. If you answer No to one, for 
example, you will not need to read through the next five which would 
only have been relevant if you had answered Yes.

It will also mean that the information will be more accurate as there 
will be less scope for handwritten answers being misread. Other an-
swers to questions which might have been misunderstood will be able 
to be corrected by the guidance given by the program so everyone 
from local government to charities can put services and funding in the 
places where they are most needed as a result of the census data. 

Iain Bell, deputy national statistician at the Office for National Statis-
tics, said, “This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, schools and 
new transport routes. That’s why it is so important everyone takes part 
and there will be additional help and paper questionnaires for those 
who need them.”

John Heaton, the Census Engagement Manager for the South and 
West of West Sussex, who lives locally, added: “Things are very difficult for 
many people at the moment and it’s not easy to look for silver linings 
in the clouds but, ironically, the fact that so many more people are using 
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online resources now compared to a year ago means that many more 
will feel confident about completing the census online”.

First results will be available within 12 months, although personal 
records will be locked away for 100 years, kept safe for future genera-
tions. Incidentally, for those who are keen on researching family histo-
ry, that means that the 1921 Census returns, taken not long after the 
end of the First World War, will be soon be available, from 1st January 
2022. After the loss of life during the war and the Spanish flu which 
followed it, that other devastating pandemic just over 100 years ago, 
the increase in the population decade on decade was in single figures 
for the first time since the census began, just 5% compared to an 
average growth of 13.6% since 1801. It was also the only time in the 
history of the census that a question was asked about orphans.

Any local organisations which work with those in the community who 
may need additional help can contact John through:  
john.heaton37@field.census.gov.uk or for more information, visit: 
census.gov.uk

     
    Izzy Barrett 

Thank you 
To Charlotte 

Jones for  
producing our 

Christmas 
Video. 

 
...And to  

everybody 
who joined in 

with such 
Christmas 

spirit!! 

Charlotte Jones Freelance Graphic Designer  
Specialising in Photoshop, In Design & Illustrator.  Cj-graphics@outlook.com 
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Community Care

Staff at Seaford have delivered cakes to the local community and Care 
Homes, as well as donating hand sanitisers at the local village shop and 
donating Covid-19 Lateral Flow Test Kits to Petworth Surgery.  

Greg Burt, Director of Estates and Operations, said:  
“All cakes were freshly baked by our Executive Chef Cavill and his team. 
John and Sian Green went to Graffham Village Store and they are pic-
tured with shopkeeper Jeeva. They then went onto Petworth Surgery and 
are pictured with the Deputy Practice Manager, Andrea Sebestyen.  

Seaford donated a number of belt clip-on hand sanitisers to Graffham 
Village Store to help keep customers safe along with sanitiser and much 
needed Covid 19 Lateral Flow Test kits to Petworth Surgery.  

Lesley Sparrow and I then continued the community cake cheer with 
deliveries to residents at Rotherlea Care Home in Petworth, Petworth 
Cottage Nursing Home and Barlavington Manor Residential & Dementia 
Care Home.  Finishing with a delivery to Heath End Village Store for local 
villagers and visitors.

The responses and looks on people’s faces were amazing and I am 
sure all will be greatly enjoyed. We plan to deliver similar again next 
week to keep the Seaford cheer going!  Government guidelines and all 
stay safe measures were strictly followed during the deliveries.”

Petworth Cottage Nursing Home posted this:  
www.facebook.com/1584516948482438/posts/2756192947981493
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Petworth Area Churches Together

Palm Sunday 28th March – watch this space for how we will com-
memorate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. We’ve previously had a pro-
cession into the town with the band, donkeys, singers etc. but that’s 
unlikely this year. All the same, please join with us in reading about 
it in Luke’s gospel as you come into Holy Week.

As soon as he got to the bottom of the Mount of Olives, the crowds 
of his followers shouted with a loud outburst of ecstatic joy over all 
the mighty wonders of power they had witnessed. They shouted over 
and over, “Highest praises to God for the one who comes as King 
in the name of the Lord! Heaven’s peace and glory from the highest 
realm now comes to us!”  Luke 19:37-38

Petworth Food Bank collection points – there is always a collection 
box in the Petworth Co-Op and the village stores in Fittleworth and 
Graffham for larder goods like long life milk/juice, tinned foods, 
cereals, pasta/mixes and other dry foods. They also always need 
personal hygiene items like feminine sanitary products, shaving gel, 
soap, etc. Geoff & Gill Pye have done great work with the team to 
collect/pack/deliver donations around the Petworth area – in 2021 
they hope to pack more ‘bespoke’ food boxes in addition to the 
vegetarian and Halal boxes currently available. Thank you for all 
your donations!   
https://chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/do-
nate-food

The Website for PACT has a link to all of our churches where you 
can find details of how to get in touch with the clergy and access 
their online meetings. https://petworthareachurchestogether.com

Pactpetworth@gmail.com

www.petworthareachurchestogether.com 
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Protecting Your Identity
Why is protecting your identity so vital?

Your identity is one of your most important possessions. It helps to 
prove that you’re you, it enables you to verify your age online or in the 
pub, apply for a driving licence or a loan, get a mobile phone contract 
or a passport. And much, much more.

So when a cybercriminal steals your identity, they can do all of these 
things in your name too. As well as selling it on to other criminals, and 
even committing criminal acts in your name.

Usually, identity thieves work online, looking for snippets of informa-
tion about your life in social media posts and profiles, and unprotected 
email accounts. They exploit the fact that people like to share personal 
information with their online friends – and can be lax with security. 
Equally, they can find confidential information like National Insurance 
and bank account numbers in un-shredded rubbish.

It doesn’t take many of these snippets for them to successfully steal 
your identity and wreak havoc with your life. #ProtectYourID
Get Safe Online has put together some expert tips to help you protect 
your identity:
• Never share account details or other information that you use to 

prove your identity, with friends, family or other people.
• Think about what you share on social media, such as date of birth 

and family members’ or pets’ names you also use in your pass-
words. Don’t post details or images of your driver’s licence, pass-
port, NI number or other confidential items.

• Never reveal private information in response to an email, text, letter, 
phone call or web form unless you’re certain that the request is 
authentic. Call to check, on the number you know to be correct.

• Install the latest software, app and operating system updates on 
your computer and mobile devices. Better still, set them to update 
automatically.

• Make sure all your passwords are strong, and keep them safe. Try 
using three random words, combined with capital and small letters, 
numerals and symbols.

• Don’t use the same password for more than one account.
• Use a strong and separate password for your email accounts.
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• Don’t connect to public Wi-Fi hotspots when doing anything confi-
dential online. They may not be secure, and they may even be 
fraudulent.

• Always beware of people looking over your shoulder when you’re 
entering private information on a computer, mobile device or ATM.

• Arrange for paperless bills and statements instead of printed ones.
• File sensitive documents securely, and shred those you no longer 

need – preferably with a cross-cut shredder.
• Get regular credit reports to check if anybody has taken out finance 

in your name.

Get Safe Online
Get Safe Online is the UK’s leading source of information and advice 
on online safety and security, for the public and small businesses.

It is a not-for-profit, public/private sector partnership backed by law 
enforcement agencies and leading organisations in internet security, 
banking and retail.

For more information and expert, easy-to-follow, impartial advice on 
safeguarding yourself, your family, finances, devices and workplace, 
visit www.getsafeonline.org.

If you think you’ve been a victim of online fraud, report it to Action 
Fraud, the UK’s national fraud and cybercrime reporting centre on 
0300 123 20 40 or at www.actionfraud.police.uk. In Scotland, re-
port fraud to Police Scotland by calling 101.
If you’re interested in joining Neighbourhood Watch, or want to find 
out more, visit www.sussexnwfed.org.uk or send an email to  
enquiries@sussexnwfed.org.uk.



36

Please donate to this food bank by putting any of the listed items in the box 
at the village shop. All items available From Vasu and Jeeva but all donations 
welcome! Any queries please ring Ann Brown on 01798 867561
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Other Churches

Catholic Church
The Catholic Church of the Sacred Heart, Angel Street, Petworth, and St Anthony and 
St George, Duncton and The Divine Motherhood & St. Francis of Assisi Midhurst. 
Parish Priest: Fr Peter Newsam 01798 342 169 email: pp.petworth@yahoo.co.uk
Sunday 
8.00 Mass at Duncton / 9.30 Mass at Midhurst / 11.00 Mass at Petworth
Weekday Masses: 
Monday No Mass
Tuesday  9.30am Mass at Petworth
Wednesday 9.30am Mass at Midhurst
Thursday  9.30am Mass at Petworth
   12.00noon Mass at Midhurst Convent
Friday   6.30pm Petworth
Saturday  9.30am Midhurst
Confessions:  Petworth: Fridays 6.00pm
Midhurst:  Saturdays 10.00am
Occasionally there will be changes but when these occur notices are displayed at the 
relevant Churches

Midhurst Methodist Church
Minister: Rev David Muskett 01428 642921 
Sundays 10.00am Morning Worship
Body and Soul worship and lunch 12:30pm 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 
month (except in August)
Toddler and Carer group 10am Thursdays during term times

Society of Friends (Quakers)
2nd & 4th Sundays 10.30am St Ann’s, Midhurst
Anna Luttman-Johnson 01798 343333

Petworth United Reformed Church
Rev. Anne Lewitt, Minister 
Secretary: Mrs Maureen Purser 01798 343 102
Morning Service: Sundays 10.30am

Petworth Area Churches Together
Friday Coffee Mornings At Petworth United Reformed between 10am and 11am 
– you will be made very welcome. Further information on PACT from Maureen 
Purser on 01798 343 102 or their website: 
www.petworthareachurchestogether.com
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ANGUS	STUDD	
COUNTRYSIDE	SERVICES	LTD	

 

Mole Catching 
“no Mole, No Fee” 

 

Hornets 
Wasps 

	

Telephone:	01798	860983	
Mobile:	07828	134086	

www.ascountrysideservices.co.uk	
	

	

We are always looking for 
content for the Parish  

Magazine. Please email the 
editor, Rozie, via the email 
address on the inside front 
cover. The next deadline is 

15th February.

Are you or a small business you know,  
looking to advertise?  

We still have a few spots available for 2021,  
so please get in touch with the editor,  

Rozie Apps at:  
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 
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Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired  
Heating Engineer

Tel 01798 344 213  
M 07779 11 33 43

Email: caytonsltd@gmail.com

Boilers

Agas

Servicers 
Breakdown 
Installation

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

G. Strowbridge
26 Elmleigh

Midhurst
W. Sussex GU29 9EZ 

Tel. 01730 812011

Curtain Making Service 
&  

Soft Furnishings

Please contact Carole Jewell
01730 815144 
07764 233234

carolethecurtainmaker@live.co.uk

 

Clear all
Pest Control 

 
Fully qualified professional country  

services
 

 Specializing in Hornets, Wasps, Moles, 
Rats, Mice & Flies/Cluster Flies
www.clearallpestcontrol.com

 
Phone Dean on: 

 
07768 986 338 

Water Pipe Repair Services
Allan Marsh
07470 440836

Water pipe repairs
Water pipe renewals

Plumbing repairs
Water leak detection

Lead pipe replacement
Drain repairs

Outside taps fitted
Sinks, baths and toilets

Driveway and footpath repairs
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Martin Taylor
Quality Carpenter, Joiner and 

Cabinet Maker

Fully fitted and freestanding furniture a 
speciality. Cupboards, Wardrobes, 
Radiator Covers, Fitted Kitchens.

Design service available.
Mobile 07704 524252

Graffham 01798 867471 (home) 
martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk

www.martintaylordesign.co.uk

Jane Bellinger
Professional Cordon Bleu Chef

 Dinner Parties Luncheons 
 Weddings Canapes 

 Picnics Buffets 
 Afternoon TeasDesserts 

info@janebellinger.com
www.janebellinger.com

St. Anne’s Cottage, The Street,  
Bury, RH20 1PA

Tel 01798 839433

 
DORSET HOUSE SCHOOL 
Prep School for Boys and Girls  
from Reception - Year 8 

`EXCELLENT’ IN ALL AREAS   
ISI INSPECTION SEPTEMBER 2018 

Mini-bus available 
After school care and activities  

Regular scholarships to senior schools  

Outstanding Pre-School on site 
 
 

The Manor • Church Lane •Bury   
West Sussex • RH20 1PB 

www.dorsethouseschool.com 
01798 831456 
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	   Matt Wheatley 
Local Electrician 

  

Part P Approved Contractor 
Fully Insured 

For prompt & friendly 
service please call: 

01798 860 799 or 
07976 465 974 

email: 
mattwheatley1971@btinternet.com 

  
 
 
 
 
 

An award-winning Chartered Building 
Company that has worked in the 

Sussex area since 1985, 
gaining a well-deserved reputation 

for professionalism, reliability, 
high quality craftsmanship &  
project management skills.  

 
Experienced in all types of building 

projects, from large commercial to the 
sensitive renovation of 

listed buildings, bespoke new-builds 
or extensions & refurbishments. 

 
 

Telephone 01243 542056 
Email martin@msbc.uk.com 

www.msbc.uk.com 

DEEP TISSUE,
REMEDIAL AND
THERAPEUTIC

MASSAGE
 

Marilyn Ridgway
ITEC, MMTI, MCNHC

01730 812955
 

andmar2@btinternet.com
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David: davdpack3@googlemail.com         
01730812186 | Mobile 07751248593                                                       

Peter: pwdenyer@bitnternet.com 
01730 814269 | Mobile 07810246126 

	   P	  &	  P	  DECORATORS	  
OVER	  TWENTY	  YEARS	  EXPERIENCE	  IN	  ALL	  

TYPES	  OF	  	  
PAINTING	  AND	  DECORATING	  

Friendly	  professional	  service	  -‐	  	  
Excellent	  references	  

VERY	  COMPETITIVE	  PRICES	  
FREE	  ESTIMATE	  AND	  ADVICE	  

David	  
Tel	  01730	  812	  186	  Mobile	  07751	  248	  593	  

E-‐email:	  davidpack3@googlemail.com	  

ROGER GUNN
GARDEN MACHINERY

SHOWROOM AND WORKSHOP

Fast Friendly Service 
Competitive Prices

Collection & Delivery 
Available

www.rogergunn.co.uk
Telephone 01243 786003 

or 07979 752242
located between Lavant and West Dean

Prompt and Friendly
Telephone Fran or Dean on

07768 986 338
Based in Lickfold

Est. 1990
prismwindowcleaningltd.com

P. TUPPER
Carpenter & Joiner

Lilac Cottage
Graffham
Petworth

Tel: 01798 867256

	   NN oo rr ww oo oo dd   CC oo nn tt rr aa cc tt oo rr ss   
GG AA RR DD EE NN   MM AA II NN TT EE NN AA NN CC EE   

  

Grass and Hedge cutting, 
Pruning, weeding, 

Planting etc..... 
	  	  

EE NN QQ UU II RR II EE SS ::   
00 11 77 99 88   88 66 77   33 33 88     

OO rr       00 77 99 77 33   33 77 00   77 22 77   

Pescadora’s Private Hire

Graffham based Luxury 
Taxi Service

07467 521760

Please call, text or email for a quote.
24 hour service available  

by prior arrangement.

Pescadorasprivatehire@gmail.com
www.pescadorashire.co.uk
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West Sussex Logs 

Logs cut to size, 
all seasoned timber
Two days for delivery 

once ordered 
Contact: 

 01730814751 
07950035997

Southern Counties  
Tree Services

Skilled Surgery in all aspects of Tree Care

*Hedge trimming
*Landscaping

*Tree reduction
*Logs supplied

Tel: 01243 814854
Mob: 07774 012961

barneslogs@gmail.com

 
 

 

 
JJeemmmmaa  LLaannggffoorrdd  DDCC                      PPaattrriicckk  TThhoommaass  DDCC  

 
Treating all musculoskeletal conditions related to the spine, along 

with hips, knees, shoulders and many soft tissue injuries. 
 

We also offer a range of other treatments with our team of 
complementary therapists 

    
FF oo oo tt   HH ee aa ll tt hhFF oo oo tt   HH ee aa ll tt hh                     AA cc uu pp uu nn cc tt uu rr eeAA cc uu pp uu nn cc tt uu rr ee                 PP hh yy ss ii oo tt hh ee rr aa pp yy   PP hh yy ss ii oo tt hh ee rr aa pp yy           

MM aa ss ss aa gg ee   MM aa ss ss aa gg ee               
EE aa rr   WW aa xx   RR ee mm oo vv aa ll   EE aa rr   WW aa xx   RR ee mm oo vv aa ll           HH ee aa rr ii nn gg   HH ee aa rr ii nn gg   TT ee ss tt       RR ee ff ll ee xx oo ll oo gg yyTT ee ss tt       RR ee ff ll ee xx oo ll oo gg yy             

BB oo tt oo xx   aa nn dd   FF ii ll ll ee rr ssBB oo tt oo xx   aa nn dd   FF ii ll ll ee rr ss                 
 

    
TT ee ll   00 11 77 99 88   33 44 55 11 44 55TT ee ll   00 11 77 99 88   33 44 55 11 44 55     

    
The Old Bakery Golden Square Petworth West Sussex The Old Bakery Golden Square Petworth West Sussex 

GU28 0APGU28 0AP     ww ww ww .. ss oo uu tt hh dd oo ww nn ss cc hh ii rr oo pp rr aa cc tt ii cc .. cc oo .. uu kkww ww ww .. ss oo uu tt hh dd oo ww nn ss cc hh ii rr oo pp rr aa cc tt ii cc .. cc oo .. uu kk     
 

	   SMART CARS 
PRIVATE HIRE/TAXI SERVICE 

  
  

Executive Salon & 6 Seater Cars 
Chauffeuring Service 

Professional, Personal & Reliable 
Accounts & Corporate Business Welcome 

Airport, Docks & London Runs 
Same Day Courier Parcel Service 

  

“Any time, any place, anywhere” 
  

FOR QUOTES & BOOKINGS  
PLEASE CALL DOMINIC 

0800 44 88 030 / 07823 559099 
www.smartcars.uk.com 

S.T Tree Services
Sam (Treeman) Trott
For All Your Tree Work 

and also Hedge Cutting,  
Fencing & Gates  

plus Logs Supplies
Contact Sam Trott on:  

07595 429625 
samtrott2189@gmail.com

Roger Poat & Partners
Funeral Directors &  
Monumental Masonry 
Consultants

 

Duck Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9DE

Telephone 01730 812094 
(24 Hours)
• Pre-need Funeral Plans 
• Private Chapel
Email: info@rogerpoat.co.uk
Michael Miller & Partners Ltd
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02392 632 275 
countryhousecompany.co.uk

Selling, Letting & Managing properties 
in West Sussex 

Kle DeCorators ltD
Finest Quality DeCorating

all areas oF Painting & DeCorating  
unDertaKen.

FinisheD to the highest stanDarDs.

Kyle eDwarDs
Kyle@KleDeCorators.Co.uK

07880 317 071
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All Saints Chapel Trust Robert Knight       01798 867 537
Badminton ClubDavid Rowlands      01798 861 609
Bees/Swarms Wisborough Green Beekeepers:           Tom Moore      01798 343 470  
        mob.       07984 606 214
Murray West (local beekeeper)       eves. 01798 867 048
Citizens Advice Bureau       0344 848 7969
Chichester District Council Enquiries      01243 785 166
District Councillor Alan Sutton asutton@chichester.gov.uk     01798 342452
Dog WardenOffice        01243 534 734
 Emergency Office        01243 785 339
Empire Lunch Club Sarah Lydiard-Wilson      01798 867 567
Foresters Arms        01798 867 386
Friends of Graffham & Duncton School       01798 867324
Bellringing Point of Contact Reverend Vivien      01798 867199
Graffham Archives Robin Brind       01798 867619
Graffham Bowls Club  
     Chairman: Sheila Allen  01798 342 869
      Secretary: Liz Pegram   01798 867770
Graffham Cricket Club    Bill Barrett    01798 867 113 
Graffham Down Trust    Chairman: Jim Kirke  01798 867 026
Graffham Empire Movies    Sally Blunt    01798 867346
Graffham Festival Committee    Simon Mitchell   01798 867 519  
     Richard Davidson   01798 867 232
Graffham Garden Group    Martin Buckley   01798 867 234
Graffham Health Support Association   Chair Alison Davidson  01798 867 232
Membership Secretary    Nicky West   01798 867048
Hospital Transport & Prescription Collection Ann Rowney    07391 802541  
     ann.rowney@icloud.com 
Loan of Equipment     Shirley Behan   01798 867 265
Graffham Nursery c/o School Office      01798 867 324
Graffham Tennis Club    Chairman: Beetle Clay  01798 867 035
     Membership: Richard Gyles  01798 867 484 
     Coaching: Emma Amin  01798 867 063
Graffham Village Shop Association   Chair: Hugh Brown   01798 867 561 
     Treasurer: Steve Dover   07770 499223
     Secretary: Stuart Mathie   01798 867519
Andrew Griffith, MP Arundel and South Downs
     Andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk 
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund    c/o Graffham PC Clerk  01798 867 020
Long Bostle Downland Preservation Society  Celia Tinker   01798 867 287
Lodsworth Croquet Club Secretary   John West    01798 861 515
Midhurst & Petworth Observer    Nikki Jeffery   01243 534163 
National Trust (Lavington Common)   Fiona Scully    01730 816 363
Neighbourhood Watch    Michael Crickmay   01798 867 486
Oil Syndicate     Derek Bradnum@aol.com
Petworth Foodbank (emergency food supplies)     07501 921 617
Seaford College Office        01798 867 392
Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT)    Jane Willmott    01730 810363
Three Moles     Ollie Boulton & Tom Richardson 01798 861 303 
Thursday Club     Secretary: Diana White  01798 867 405
     Treasurer: Diane Bellis  01798 867 444
West Sussex County Council    Enquiries    01243 777 100
County Councillor     David Bradford   01243 777 100 
White Horse         01798 867 331

Directory
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DOCTORS
   The Surgery, Petworth             01798 342248
   Riverbank Medical Centre, Midhurst           01730 812121
   Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit                        01483 782334 
POLICE        In Emergency dial      999
                 Non-Emergency dial      101
Email:         101@sussex.pnn.police.uk
 
Recreation Ground Committee 
   Treasurer            Bernard Bayly        1798 867 042
   Bookings Secretary                 Peter Carr      01798 867148
           graffhamrecpavilion@gmail.com
 
East Lavington Parish Council  
   Chairman            Charles Britton 
        charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk  
   Clerk                   Amy Harte      07889 979820 
     eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com
  
Empire Hall Committee            empirehall@gmail.com
   Treasurer           Carole Sargent      01798 867 460 
   Secretary          Carol Tompkins      01798 867 773
   Bookings Secretary     Eira Ashby     01798 867 297
   Hall Promotions          Liz Nicholson, liz.empirehall@gmail.com 
 
Graffham Parish Council
   Chairman John Uphill             uphillgpc@gmx.co.uk      01798 767 373
   Clerk Tracy Rowe                      graffhampc@gmx.co.uk      01798 867 020
 
Graffham Parish News  
   Editor: Rozie Apps         editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com      01798 867 065
 
Graffham Parochial Church Council (PCC)
   Rector                                      Reverend Vivien Turner     01798 867 199
   Church Wardens        Matthew Pitteway     07557 539 695
   PCC Secretary               Diane Bellis      01798 867 444
   Treasurer   graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com   Yvonne Butterick     07808 781 510
 
Lavington Park Federation 
   Graffham Infant School           Office      01798 867 324
   Duncton Junior School          Office      01798 342 402
   Friends of Graffham & Duncton School                   01798 867 324
  
Graffham Village Shop          Jeeva and Vasu      01798 867 700
  
BURST WATER MAINS (Southern Water)  0800 820 999
POWER CUTS (Scottish & Southern Electric)  0800 0727 282
Defibrillator at the Empire Hall CODE: C240Z




