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On the cover:  Graffham can 
be proud of how the village 
celebrated the Platinum Jubilee  
– and you can relive it all in a 
special 20-page photo 
supplement inside this edition of 
your favourite monthly news 
magazine, starting on page 21.  
Cover picture © Colin Barker. 
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make a contribution  
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Writing from the Rectory: Joys and sorrows 
It is in a church’s nature to share the joys and sorrows of the parish 
community in which it is set.  And so it is at present, for our Graffham church 
of St Giles.  Joy there has been in abundance.  It’s taken a while to come 
down to earth after the impressive Jubilee celebrations.  The village really 
did Her Majesty proud with its parade and arch, church filled with delightful 
flowers, meadowland and trees, and 
bells ringing out through the holiday 
weekend.  
The church’s ‘Jubilate’ celebration 
with hymns and Pimms was a triumph 
-so said many who came.  We heard 
the choral singing of Zadok the Priest 
and an unforgettable rendition of 
They’re Changing Guard at 
Buckingham Palace by ‘guardsman’ 
Brian, all in the presence of ‘Her 
Majesty’ complete with corgi and 
‘HRH Prince of Wales’ – thank you 
Gay and Simon!   
The tea and cakes and Big Lunch,  

4 Continued on next page  
 

Some areas of St Giles’ churchyard are 
being allowed to grow long this 

summer for the benefit of biodiveristy. 
A local botanist identified 120 species 

of flora there.   Insects are loving it!  

 
 
 
 
 

This month’s special Platinum Jubilee edition 
This special souvenir edition of Graffham Parish News includes a 20-page 
‘scrapbook’ of pictures and words commemorating all of June’s Platinum 
Jubilee events in the village – see the centre section.   
Some of our regular features have been held over until next month to 
make space for it.  Apologies to contributors affected and any 
disappointed readers!  They’ll all be back as usual next month. 
As ever, we’d love to know what’s caught your attention in the magazine 
or the village –  email us at editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com
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4 Continued from previous page  
too, were brilliant opportunities to come together and enjoy celebrating 
together.   It really has been an extraordinarily memorable time, and a 
model of what village community can be.  Well done to Graffham and all 
who made it happen.  And thank you (for everything), your Majesty.   
Further recent happy occasions in the church’s life include the weddings of 
Purdy and Craig, and of Hamish and Laura, our annual animal blessing 
service, and thanksgiving for the gift of Otterly and Orlando, recently 
arrived twins in our village.  A warm welcome to you and mum Olympia.  
We hope you are all enjoying our new Teddy Time in the pavilion!   
Welcome also to all our Ukrainian families, whom we are getting to know 
and appreciate.  Our congregation will long remember the beautiful piano-
playing of Tetiana in our church service on Trinity Sunday, including hymns 
excellently accompanied – despite complete unfamiliarity with our tradition 
of hymn-singing in worship.  Thank you Tetiana very much indeed.   
With joy at a life well lived, mixed with sadness at a time of departure, our 
church is also privileged to express the thanksgiving of family, friends and 
this whole community for the life of departed Graffham friend Jo Crow.  We 
come together to share both grief and pride in Jo’s courage and spirit and 
offer our sincere condolences to her family.  Jo, you have shared in the joys 
and sorrows of this community for so many years.  Now it is time for us to  
give thanks for you.  Rest in peace dear 
friend, and rise in glory.  Amen. 

 
Reverend Vivien 

 
Vivien gets into the Jubilee spirit – 

complete with Union flag dog collar. 
  

 

 

    

Priest in charge:  Reverend Vivien Turner            
01798 867199  hello@stgilesgraffham.org 

Churchwarden: Ginny Barrett  01798 867113 

 stgilesgraffham.org             @stgilesgraffham 
 



  

July 2022  Graffham Parish News 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TEDDY TIME  
in the Pavilion 

TODDLER GROUP 
Wednesdays 10.15 to 11.30am 

No charge.  All welcome.   

Just come along!            
IN THE PAVILIO
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Wet wipes cause 130 metre sewage block in village 
Southern Water has been called out several times in the past month to 
address a sewage leak on The Street at the top of Popple Hill, just the 
Petworth side of Graffham Village Shop.  Liquid overflowing from the mains 
soil pipe had flowed down the road, past a number of homes, into the 
stream that runs across Graffham Common before joining the River Rother. 
After several visits by its workmen, they eventually cleared a blockage 
approximately 130 metres in length, caused by wet wipes, sanitary products 
and other items that should never have been put down the drains.   
Everyone in the village is asked to ensure these sorts of things are NOT 
flushed down their loos – and to pass the message on to any visitors. 

Eira returns Empire Hall Bookings Sec role to Sally 
Eira Ashby is standing down as Bookings Secretary for Graffham’s Empire 
Hall from the beginning of July after filling the role for a number of years.   
Fellow committee member Carole Tompkins said: “We thank Eira for serving 
on the committee for many years, overseeing increased use of the hall and 
helping it to survive the difficult lockdown periods, and wish her well.” 
Sally Blunt, who handed the role over the Eira, has volunteered to rejoin the 
committee as Booking Secretary from this month.  Carole said: “Sally knows 
the job well and we look forward to working with her again.” 
If you want to hire the hall, or its tables, crockery and cutlery etc, for an 
event, contact Sally at empirehall@gmail.com 

Ex-editor Mary moves to Maid Marian country 
Mary Butterworth, who edited Graffham Parish News for 
around a decade until she left the village for Chichester 
four years ago has moved again – to Nottingham, where 
she can be closer to her daughter Clara.  Besides 
producing this magazine, during her time in the village 
Mary also co-authored the book Graffham – Memories,   
Articles, Photos, was parish treasurer, ran village Christmas Fairs and 
chaired Graffham Empire Movies, among many other things.  Graffham 
Parish News wishes Mary every happiness in her new home. 
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Petworth Festival comes to Graffham’s St Giles 
One of the UK’s most accomplished vocal ensembles will be 
performing at St Giles Church towards the end of this month, 
as part of Petworth Festival.  The Gesualdo Six have sung at 
major festivals across the UK, Europe, North America and 
Australia… and now also Graffham.  
Their performance here is on Thursday 28 July at 5pm – as part of a 
‘pilgrimage’ of three concerts on one day, starting at Easebourne’s St 
Mary’s Church and ending at Petworth’s United Reformed Church. 
The programme will mark the 
650th anniversary of the 
reform movement, and they 
chose to sing at St Giles 
particularly because it was 
one of the first scenes of 
Protestant activity in West 
Sussex – as early as 1536 
the rector here allowed the 
hair to grow over his tonsure 
and replaced the communion 
wafer with bread. 
Graffham concert goers will 
be offered a glass of fizz  

 
The Gesualdo Six, who will sing at Graffham’s 
St Giles on Thursday 28 July as part of 2022’s 

Petworth Festival – marking the church’s role as  
one of the first in West Sussex to embrace 

Protestantism back in the 1500s. 
after the recital – donations to St Giles in return appreciated!  Tickets for the 
event are £15 for adults and £5 for under 18s.  To book, and for full details 
of all Petworth Festival events, see petworthfestival.org.uk. 

Graffham Village Shop Association AGM – 19 July 
The Annual General Meeting of the Graffham Village Shop Association will 
take place at 7pm on Tuesday 19 July 2022 at The Pavilion. All members 
are invited to attend and non-members are also welcome as observers. 
The prime purpose of the association is to ensure Graffham has a village 
shop and other appropriate retail enterprises.  If you would like to become a 
member of the association and help safeguard the long-term future of these 
enterprises, please contact the Secretary on gvsa2nd@gmail.com  
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Foodbank issues urgent appeal for supplies 
Chichester District Foodbank, which also covers the Graffham, Midhurst and 
Petworth district, has issued an urgent appeal for contributions to help feed  
the poor and hungry in our community, with its stocks of a 
number of basic commodities completely run out. 
Items desperately needed now include: 
 
 

 

Please drop off any of these, or other, items you can spare at the collection 
points at Graffham Village Shop, Petworth Co-op or Midhurst Sainsbury’s or 
Tesco.  How about buying and giving some of them when you next shop? 
Only items that are in-date, unopened and, because of  ‘Natasha’s Law’ (to 
protect allergy sufferers), with a full ingredients list can be accepted. 
If you’d prefer to donate money online, then please go to:  
chichesterdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money 

• Pasta sauces • Cook-in sauces • Tinned vegetables • Tinned fruit 
• Jam and spreads • Tinned tomatoes • Tinned soup • Tinned meat 
• Long life milk • Rice pudding • Custard • Toilet rolls 
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Jo Crow 1953-2022 
It is with great sadness that the 
passing is announced of Jo Crow, 
of Luffs Cottage, after a long and 
brave struggle against cancer. 

Her funeral will be held at 2pm 
on Thursday 14 July at St Giles 
Church, where she was married 
in 1980. 

A full tribute to Jo will be 
included in next month’s edition, 
after that service. 

Our sympathies are extended to 
Tim and their family.  

 
LOOKING DOWN FROM THE DOWNS:  ©Jo Haill posted this panoramic 
view over East Lavington to Facebook’s Beautiful Sights in and around Graffham. 
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What will you enter in GGG’s flower show? 
Entry forms for the Graffham Garden Group (GGG) flower show – in the 
Empire Hall on Saturday 16 July – should have dropped through letter 
boxes throughout the village by the time you are reading this. 
As usual, there are around 60 classes in the show, for garden flowers, floral 
arrangements, fruit and veg, cakes, breads, preserves, and photography 
(village life, a walk in the woods, all at sea, grow your own and, for under 
16s, any subject).   
Show secretary Peter Hardcastle said: “As anyone who has been to one of 
our summer shows in the past will tell you, it really is such a refreshing and 
uplifting sight to see what the people of this village have grown in the 
gardens or cooked or made at home.   
“The main aim is just to have a bit of fun.  Everyone in this village will for 
sure have something they can enter.  So please support the show– and 
show off the wonders or disasters that you’ve grown, cooked or made!”   
• GGG members were out in 
force for its first two outings of 
the year – to Cocking’s Crypt 
Farm on 25 May (pictured right) 
and Beckham’s in Chiddingfold 
on 9 June.  To reserve your 
place on the next trip (below), 
contact Nicky West on 01798 
867048 or 07796 144647 or 
at nicolamwest@btinternet.com.  
 

  Denmans, Fontwell  Friday 8 July 
  £14.75 a person, payable in advance Meet there for 9.45am start  

 

RHS Partner Garden of the Year 
2021.  Former home and garden of 
the late John Brookes MBE, one of 
Britain’s most influential landscape and 
garden designers.  Dry river beds, 
gravel gardens, walled garden, 
unusual plants.  History talk on arrival. 
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Finding schools for our Ukrainian refugees  
Eighteen refugees from Ukraine are now being hosted in 
Graffham and East Lavington alone with one more expected to 
arrive soon.  Many of them are children, in need of schooling.    
Joint editor Philippa Sanders finds out some of the challenges this presents 
to our local schools, pupils and parents. 

In the space of just a few months, our local Lavington Park Federation 
Schools have found places for seven refugee childen from Ukraine – one in 
Reception and three in Year 1 at Graffham Infants and one in each of Years 
3, 5 and 6 at Duncton Junior.   
With admissions handled centrally by West Sussex County Council, which 
many hosts did not realise, the registration process has, as a result, been 
rather cumbersome and frustrating for them and the Ukrainian families. 
A staff member at Graffham School said: “We are very happy to be able to 
help by welcoming Ukrainian children into our school.  Families have gone 
through a traumatic time, being suddenly uprooted from everything that's 
familiar. I can't imagine how you manage that when you're only five or six 
years old.  For us, West Sussex County Council and all concerned, 
understanding and then delivering what's needed to help these children learn 
and thrive in their new environment will take a bit of time.  We’re exploring 
all possible sources of extra help, and are pleased to be working already 
with some local contacts who are able to offer support with our newcomers’ 
learning and language development.” 
Some of our local new arrivals are still looking for places at secondary level 
– including the Gogovych and Raiok 
families, who are currently being 
hosted at Tangletrees, opposite the 
Rec.  They are hoping for places for 
their teenagers at Midhurst Rother 
College for when the new term starts 
in September at the latest.  
Meantime, 14-year-old Kyryl, an 
excellent footballer, is receiving 
some local training and finding his 
feet with a local team.  Sally Pattie,  

 
Tangletrees’ Ukrainians (from left) 
Valentyna, Kyryl, Viktoriia and Diana.  
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lately a Graffham resident and qualified TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign 
Language) teacher, has been voluntarily running English lessons for adult 
refugees at Petworth’s Sylvia Beaufoy Centre.  The premises have been 
offered free of charge, another example of the enormous support being 
given locally to the refugee crisis.  She has found a good level of  

 
Tetiana, accompanying 
hymns at church services. 

English among parents with pronunciation the 
greatest challenge, but pleasing progress is 
being achieved.   
Away from education, Tetiana Litvinova, who is 
living with two younger generations of her 
family at Lavington Stud, has been mastering 
unfamiliar English hymns to accompany the 
congregation’s singing at St Giles Church and 
joining for at least one bell ringing practice. 

   
 
 

 

 
Graffham Down Trust Annual Picnic  

Sunday 10 July 2022 
Featuring a Marvellous Moth Trap 

Meet outside St Giles Church at 9.45am 
Picnic on the Downs for all ages at 1230pm 

Bring a picnic and join us in Bowley’s Reserve at midday 
Coffee, tea and sausages will be provided 

 
 
 
 

Graffham Parish News extends the warmest of welcomes to all our new 
neighbours recently arrived from Ukraine – and thanks all hosts for their 

kind and generous hospitality – Ласкаво просимо та дякуЄмо 
 

To reserve a ride to the top, contact jimkirke@hotmail.com 
For more information, email sennitt2@gmail.com 
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Bishop confirms Graffham quartet at St Giles 
The Bishop of Lewes visited St Giles on 25 May to conduct the confirmation 
of four members of our church’s congregation – Fiona Mackie, Beanie 
Bradley, Sonya Gillespie and Bob Whittington. 
In line with tradition, Bishop Will 
sprinkled the candidates with water 
from the font and layed his hands 
on their heads to pass on the Holy 
Spirit to them to give them the 
strength and commitment to follow 
God’s way for the rest of their time 
on Earth. 
• Albie Pearce was baptised at St 
Giles, on the first anniversary of 
the wedding in the church of his 
parents Stephen Pearce and Amy 
Tupper, daughter of Phil and Julie.  

 
From left, Fiona, Beanie, Bishop Will, 
Sonya and Bob – while Sonya’s sons 
Tyler and Clayton respectively try out the 
bishop’s crozier and mitre.   
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Wedding bells 
Hamish and Laura, 18 June 
The first of two Godman-Dorrington weddings planned to take place in 
Graffham this summer was held on 18 June at St Giles Church – with 
Hamish, younger son William and Amanda, of Haylands Farm, marrying 
Laura Marshall, a farmer’s lass from Northern Ireland. 
Third generation Graffham farmer Hamish is currently refurbishing a barn on 
the family farm to run as a diversification project.  Laura is giving up her job 
as an account director and business manager in PR and marketing to begin a 
new career this month as a real estate recruitment consultant. 
They first met six years ago while attending the Royal Agricultural 
University at Cirencester, where Hamish was a year ahead of Laura.  He 
popped the big question nine months ago. 
She was dressed in 
traditional white 
for their wedding 
and carried an 
informal summer 
bouquet of white 
and blue flowers, 
including peonies, 
roses, love-in-the-
mist, hydrangeas 
and delphiniums.  
She was walked 
up the aisle by her 
father, Ian 
Marshall, a farmer 
and politician from 
County Armagh, 
who received an 
OBE in the latest 
New Year’s 
Honours List after  
serving as the first  
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Unionist ever elected to the Irish Seanad and as President of the Ulster 
Farmers’ Union. 
Attended by five bridesmaids led by her sister Sarah Marshall, all in 
cornflower blue dresses, she entered the church to Jeremiah Clarke’s Prince 
of Denmark's March.  Hamish, wearing a traditional morning suit, was 
supported by closest friend Jamie Ellis as best man and seven groomsmen.   
The church, packed with 115 guests, was decorated with flowers matching 
the bride’s bouquet in, appropriately for farmers, milk churns.  At the end of 
the ceremony, conducted by the Revd Vivien, the newlyweds left the church 
to Mendelssohn’s Wedding March and the sound of St Giles’ church bells, 
for their reception at Haylands. 
They spent a few days in Devon after the wedding and are hoping to go on 
a honeymoon overseas in December – when Hamish is expecting hay 
making on the farm to be finished definitely for the year! 
Hamish’s brother Archie is due to marry Amber Woollven at St Giles on 20 
August. 

Purdy and Craig, 27 May 
Two lynchpins of Graffham pubs, Purdy Walker and Craig Baldwin, were 
finally married at St Giles Church on Friday 27 May – after two delays 
because of pandemic restrictions and a nine-year engagement.   
They first met around a decade ago, when both worked at The Foresters 
Arms, where Craig returned recently as head chef before moving to the 
same role at Pulborough’s British Garden Centre, while Purdy is housekeeper 
at The White Horse, where they hosted their wedding reception. 
The date for their big day was chosen because 27 is Purdy’s lucky number – 
and it turned up trumps with the sun beaming all day.  St Giles was the only 
choice for their wedding, as Purdy, whose family home is Eastwood Stud 
Farm, East Lavington, explained: “I always wanted to be married in the 
church I was christened in and attended whilst at Graffham Primary School.” 
The bride wore an off-the-shoulder dress with pleated bodice and full A-line 
skirt and train with button detail down the centre back, in ivory satin.  She 
carried a bouquet of white peonies, white roses and thistles made for her 
by her friend Francesca Sharpe.  Attending her were her and Craig’s twin 
daughters, Lydia and Michaela, wearing ivory dresses to match their Mum,  
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but, in their cases, with a pretty blue print.  She was walked down the aisle 
by her father Russell Walker, to join Craig, sporting a smart navy three-
piece suit, waiting for her with his best man and brother Stevan Baldwin. 
To match the bride’s 
bouquet, the church 
was decorated by 
Purdy’s sister Lara 
Walker with peonies, 
roses, thistles and 
stocks arranged in 
suitably rural milk 
churns. 
During the service, 
conducted by the 
Revd Vivien, Lara 
and her other sister 
Kirsty Booker read, 
respectively, poem 
Maybe and 1 
Coronthians 13’s 
famous verses on 
love.    
For hymns, they chose Jerusalem, which is included at all the family’s 
church services, along with One More Step Along The World I Go and 
Lord of the Dance, accompanied by organist Martin Ridley.  Purdy’s 
grandmother insisted that they newlyweds should leave the church to a peal 
of St Giles’ bells – but sadly she is no longer with us to have witnessed it all 
herself. 
The new Mr and Mrs Baldwin will be taking a short break on the Isle of 
Wight as their honeymoon – along with their daughters. 
 
 

  
Did you know…?  You can raise funds to help safeguard the future of  
Graffham’s St Giles Church virtually whenever you shop online – at zero 
additional cost to you.  More than 5,000 retailers participate, through 
easyfundraising, the UK’s biggest charity fund-raising site.  See 
stgilesgraffham.org/shopping-online/ 
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Nature Notes: The cuckoo 
A monthly column by Sussex Wildlife Trust’s Head of Community Action for 
Wildlife Michael Blencowe. 

I'm just back from a hike to Gallows Hill above Sussex Wildlife Trust's 
Graffham Common reserve.  It was here that wrongdoers were once 
punished for all to see.  And it was here that I heard the call of another 
notorious villain ringing out across the landscape.  The cuckoo creates avian 
anarchy in the UK every summer.  If you delight in watching the honest, hard-
working attempts of birds to build a home and raise a family then the cuckoo 
sticks two feathers up to you.  Its non-conformist lifestyle is ‘a monstrous 
outrage on maternal affection’, ‘a blight on creation ’.  

The male cuckoo doesn’t hide his contempt for society.  Each spring he 
announces his arrival by shamelessly shouting his name across Sussex.  It’s 
the one bird call in Britain which everyone recognises.  Cuckoos also utter a 
callous cackle that would make any panto villain proud.  It’s almost as if they 
can’t stop the evil within from bubbling out: ‘Mwah-ha-ha-ha’.  

But save your boos and hisses for the female cuckoo.  She coldly targets a  
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couple of unsuspecting love-
birds, patiently stakes out 
their nest and then strikes.  
After snatching one of their 
eggs in her beak she fires her 
own replacement egg into the 
nest and scarpers.  It’s over in 
ten seconds.  The parents 
return to the same number of 
same-coloured eggs – they 
suspect nothing.  This perfect 
crime can be re-enacted in a 
further 20 nests.   

 
© Bob Eade 

With baby cuckoos there’s no nature or nurture argument.  They’re simply 
born bad.  Upon hatching the evil infants first instinct is to eject all other eggs 
from the nest.  Once alone this bully incessantly screams ‘feed me, feed me’ 
at its bewildered surrogate parents who are so busy finding food they don’t 
have the time to think and say ’Hey, wait a minute...’.  The imposter grows 
bigger... and bigger...eventually outgrowing the nest until it resembles a 
coconut in an egg-cup. 
As you read this, most adult cuckoos will already be on a carefree cruise 
back to Africa.  Yet despite the trail of chaos and outrage they leave in their 
wake, our cuckoos have recently started doing something that has really 
upset us all – they’ve stopped coming back.  That distant two-chord call is 
becoming more and more distant each year.  Cuckoo numbers are dropping, 
possibly due to a lack of food in England, in Africa and on the migration 
routes in-between.  Could it be possible this wonderful bird with its songs and 
bad behaviour may be consigned to a lost era of our history?  
Now that really would be an outrage.  

  

 
   

 

 

 

Please support us:  Graffham Parish News is delivered to every home in 
Graffham and East Lavington each month – for free.  If you like reading 
the magazine, then please contribute towards its costs through a monthly 
online donation to its publisher, our village parish – and help safeguard 
the future of the village’s beautiful and historic St Giles Church.  It only 
takes a minute, at bit.ly/stggive1 
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Diary of a New Farm: Laying foundations 
Katie Forman and Brett Sacks continue their new occasional diary as they 
establish Slow Grown Farm, at Hoyle, on Graffham’s border with Heyshott. 

What a whirlwind couple of months we’ve had – and some very exciting 
progress is being made at Slow Grown Farm! 
Back in August last year planning permission was granted by the South 
Downs National Park Authority (SDNP) to build a milking parlour and 
creamery/charcuterie-making building at Hoyle Depot – next to Hoyle Farm, 
in the footprint of the greenhouses behind Bob’s garage. The SDNP is really 
supportive of our project as it aligns with many of its objectives – farming 
with nature, encouraging wildlife, mitigating against climate change (we’re 
aiming to sink carbon in the soil with our grazing methods) and helping 
people connect to the landscape (we’ll offer farm tours to the public, schools 
and organisations as well as volunteer days – with tea and cake of course!) 
Now the foundations have been laid 
and the framework arrives soon – 
metal for the milking parlour and 
timber for the creamery/charcuterie.  
The milking parlour will be six-stall 
tandem-style, where each cow goes 
into a separate stanchion facing us 
sideways.  This will allow us to see the 
whole side of the cow to check her 
health condition, and means no one   
individual cow will hold the others up.  The creamery/charcuterie building 
will be where we turn our milk into cheese and pork into aged products such 
as salami and bacon.  It will house ageing rooms for meat and cheese as 
well as walk-in fridge, freezer and packing room.   
Sitting opposite the new building locations is a small timber cabin that was 
already on site, which we renovated ourselves before building works started.  
This will function as an office/visitor reception and location for our ‘click-and-
collect’ service for locals – the idea is locals can order from our Slow Grown 
Farm website (under construction) and collect from the cabin during a 
designated window.  We hope to start offering this service as soon as our 
first products are ready to sell, which should be early next year!
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Another month for a shoebox for Ukrainian orphans 
There’s one more month for you to fill a shoe box for the 
‘mostly forgotten’ orphans of Ukraine, in an initiative 
being co-ordinated in Graffham by villagers Kasia Austin 
and Sonya Gillespie for charities Humanitarian Air Now 
and Ukraine Sunflower Aid. 
To participate, all you need to do is find a medium-sized  

  
 

shoebox, decorate it and fill it with a selection of gifts, such as hygiene items 
(eg a brush or comb, toothbrush, flannel, soap), school items, small toys, 
other items, such as scarf, sunglasses, wind-up torch, sewing set…  There are 
many other items you could include, so use your imagination – but no liquids 
or breakables and nothing that could be related to war.  Once completed, 
label it to indicate if it is suitable for a boy or girl and which age, include a 
message if you want, then close it with a strong elastic band and deliver it to 
the Rectory or Graffham Infant School by the end of July. 
If you feel unable to donate an entire shoe box, please consider giving a few 
items to be included in a box to be completed with donations from others. 
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Bill’s bygones: Over-90s mixed doubles, Ringes, Chi-Chi 
A regular feature in which co-editor Bill Barrett looks back at what was 
happening in the village and the wider world this month in the past. 

10 years ago – July 2012:   Graffham Tennis Week begins with an Over-
90s Mixed Doubles.  Only nine people in Graffham register in support of 
faster broadband (even fewer than Heyshott). Graffham Parish Council  
chairman Richard Davidson thanks the 
organisers of the village’s Diamond Jubilee 
events: Chris Major (parade), Maureen Boulton 
(exhibition at the school), Alan Sargent (flower 
festival), Tracey Carr, Mary Butterworth, Mary   
Taylor (meal at the rec).  The London Olympics begin.  Roger Federer and 
Serena Williams beat Andy Murray and Agnieszka Radwańska respectively 
to win the Wimbledon singles’ titles.  Deaths of actor Ernest Borgnine (aged 
95) and author Maeve Binchy (73). 

25 years ago – July 1997:  Norwood’s Donald and Betty Ringe attend 
the Buckingham Palace garden party to celebrate the Queen and Prince 
Phillip’s Golden Wedding, having also been married in 1947.  Dick Challen 
seeks volunteers to help organise the fête.  The UK hands sovereignty of 
Hong Kong to China.  Wimbledon opens a new No.1 court as Pete Sampras 
and Martina Hingis beat Cédric Pioline and Jana Novotná respectively to 
win the singles’ titles.  Oasis are UK number one with D’You Know What I 
Mean?.  Deaths of fashionista Gianni Versace (50) and actors James Stewart 
(89) and Robert Mitchum (79). 

50 years ago – July 1972:  Glynnis Tupper marries Michael Cronshaw at 
St Giles, with the bride’s cousin Wendy Challen as a bridesmaid.  Martin 
Taylor (14) wins second prize in the crafts section of Graffham Garden 
Group’s Flower Show for a carved owl seat.  The South Downs Way is 
opened.  Police search for two men after £41 is stolen from the Southern 
Electricity Board’s showroom in Petworth.  The House of Commons votes to  
join the EEC.  Stan Smith and Billie-Jean King beat Ilie 
Nastase and Evonne Goolagong respectively to win the 
Wimbledon singles’ titles.  Giant panda Chi Chi dies at 
London Zoo aged 14.   
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GRAFFHAM NEWS 
P  A  R  I  S  H 

THURSDAY-SUNDAY                         1-4 JUNE 2022 

 

Your souvenir scrapbook of all the 
village’s Platinum Jubilee fun and games  
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Celebrating the Platinum Jubilee, the Graffham way 
Graffham can be proud of the way we marked the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 
writes editor Michael Blunt.  After the difficult past few years of pandemic and 
lockdown, it was like a cork blasting off from a well shaken, much  
anticipated bottle of fizz. 

Hardly a house throughout the village failed to put up 
the bunting or raise the flags, while it seemed every 
soul from across the community took part in at least 
one – or all – of the events staged here to celebrate 
Her Majesty’s landmark. 

Few did not don red, white and blue, whether it 
suited them or not, people and pets alike.  The hats 
ranged from the exquisite to the extraordinary.  And  

 

the weather could not have been more bank holiday British – from scorching 
sunshine to torrential thunder. 

Many visitors remarked on how fabulous the village and its villagers looked, 
on the perfectly formed programme of events laid on by the Platinum Jubilee  

 
Marie crosses the parade finishing line 

working group, led by Marie Bracey, 
on the number of volunteers who raised 
a hand to help and on the enthusiastic 
participation of the entire community. 

Marie said: “Thank you everyone who 
helped make the Graffham Jubilee 
celebrations so wonderful. Many 
people volunteered their time to make 
sure that our very special village 
honoured our Queen in such a unified 
and fun way.  On behalf of the entire 
community, thanks to all of them.” 

On these pages, we remember the main elements of those memorable four 
days, in words and just a soupçon of the scores of snapshots taken during 
the long weekend.  Enjoy it all over again – and God Save The Queen! 
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FLORAL CELEBRATION AT ST GILES 

St Giles Church was filled with flowers for the jubilee weekend, most of 
them grown in Graffham and East Lavington gardens.  The display 
attracted scores of admiring visitors throughout the four days it was open, 
from the Thursday morning to Sunday afternoon.  
The 10 large arrangements and many smaller ones were created by a 
team co-ordinated by Bridget Lewis and including Simone Ayling, Ginny 
Barrett, Diane Bellis, Sally Blunt, Betty Bradley, Barbara Edge, Gillian 
Brandt, Bumble Findlay, Jill Knight, Nettie Lanaghan and Georgie 
McQueen – not forgetting contributions from Graffham Infant School. 

   
Amazing arrangers:  Among the team creating the floral displays at St Giles were 
(clockwise from top left) Bridget Lewis, Betty Bradley, Nettie Lanaghan, Bumble  
Findlay, Sally Blunt and Diane Bellis.   Opposite page:  Some of their finished 
handiwork, with (bottom left) Simone Ayling keeping things suitably damp. 
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JUBILATE HYMNS AND PIMMS 

Almost every pew at St Giles Church was taken for the special Jubilee 
performance of singalong hymns, songs and readings to celebrate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – in the presence of Her Majesty (played to a T 
by Gay Foord), with the Prince of Wales (Simon Foord), complete with 
corgi, to bark at all the right times! 

The order of service, put together by the Revd Vivien with churchwarden 
Ginny Barrett, included music and literature reflecting Her Majesty’s reign, 
or known to be her favourites. 
A make-shift choir of almost 20 
residents and friends sang the 
coronation anthem Zadok the 
Priest, after only 45 minutes of 
rehearsal in the afternoon.  The 
audience enthusiastically joined in 
for rousing renditions of 
Oklahoma!’s O What A Beautiful 
Morning, White Cliffs of Dover, 
Danny Boy, Land of Hope   
and Glory and, of course, the national anthem, along with hymns The Day 
Thou Gavest, Guide Me O Thou Great Redeemer and Praise My Soul. 
David Garrard performed Hilaire Belloc’s aire for Sussex, Song for the 
South Country, while Brian Lanaghan, dressed as a guardsman, complete 
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with a toy drum, staged the A A Milne-inspired They’re Changing The 
Guard At Buckingham Palace. 
Readings included extracts from Kings 1 by Marie Bracey, Shakespeare’s 
Richard II by Philip Trower and Robbie Burns’ My Heart’s In The  

 

Highlands by Chris Mackie, 
while our Queen for the day 
Gay Foord delivered Her 
Majesty’s Commonwealth Day 
message in a way that seemed it 
really was Elizabeth II herself. 
In lovely evening sunshine 
before and after, tumblers of 
Pimms were served by Jo and 
Rosalind Mitchell. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE FOR THE QUEEN’S REIGN 
Hats were the order of the day for a special thanksgiving service for the 
Queen’s reign, held at St Giles Church on Sunday 5 June, ahead of the 
Big Lunch – and the congregation duly obliged, parading their headgear 
after the service, in a break from the rain. 

 
 

WALLACE SQUARE’S JUBILEE SNOW QUEEN 

 

Residents of East Lavington’s Wallace Square held a 
jubilee evening on Thursday 2 June with fizz and 
canapes to unveil a plaque made by the Royal British 
Legion to mark the planting of a Snow Queen birch tree 
they bought to mark Her Majesty’s 70 years as our 
monarch. 
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GRAFFHAM’S JUBILEE PARADE 

 
Four-year-old Swan Bugembe cuts the ribbon to set the parade on its way.  

It seemed as if the entire community turned out for Graffham’s Jubilee 
Parade, on Thursday 2 June afternoon – determined to out-do the special 
Trooping of the Colour that had taken place that morning in London. 
Under a blazing blue sky and brilliant sunshine, the bells of St Giles rang 
out as the pageant set off, bang on 2.30pm, as planned.  It progressed 
from the far southern end of the village, down Church Hill, along The 
Street, turning at the war memorial for the Rec, where a massive 
scaffolding archway festooned with foliage and flags had been erected for 
the parade to pass under at the end of its mile-long journey. 
After Ann Brown’s four-year-old great niece Swan Bugembe cut the  

   
A menagerie joined and watched the parade – horses, a guinea pig, corgi…  
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starter’s ribbon, off it snaked – led by piper William Reeve (Ann Brown’s 
brother) and flagbearer nine-year-old Edward Caldwell.  Trundling along 
behind were at least four tractors, led by John Bracey in his recently 
restored vintage Massey Fergusson, a retro Triumph convertible and two 
Volkswagen Beetles with Union flags covering their bonnets.   

Following them were at least one mobility and several regular scooters, 
bicycles, multiple prams and pushchairs, half a dozen or so horses, dogs 
galore and humans of every age, virtually all of them dressed in red, white 
and blue, and waving the national flag, Sue Hill’s Graffham Jubilee tea 

     
Bikes and scooters to pushchairs, prams and mobility scooters – they all rolled by. 
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towels (a second batch has been ordered, such was the demand, by the 
way) or other eye-catching accoutrements. 

A posse of marshalls ensured the roads were kept clear and safe for all. 
The houses along the route were bedecked with bunting as their residents, 
dressed to match, joined the rearguard of the parade as it passed them 
by, heading for the pavilion, where a table heaving with cakes and freshly 
brewed tea was awaiting, along with a barrel of beer and suitably 

  

chilled wine.  
Tables with vases 
of flowers and 
flags and yet 
more bunting on 
specially erected 
poles completed 
the spectacle. 

 

Taking a break from supping, many tried their 
hand at ringing the bells of the Charmborough 
Ring, the ‘best portable belfry in the world’, 
under the guidance of St Giles’ bell ringers.   
For any four-legged friends with energy after 
the parade, there were dog agility classes to 
keep them occupied, run by village dog trainer 
Liz Nicholson, while any of their owners with 
space in their tums after the best of Graffham’s 
baking moved on in the evening to the delights 
of the traditional Argentinian asado barbecue 
and jazz at the Foresters Arms. 
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Bird’s eye view of our Platinum Jubilee parade 
These amazing aerial pictures of Graffham’s Jubilee Parade are taken 
from a video shot from a drone by Hamish Godman-Dorrington.  The 
finished three-minute film, set to Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance March 
(Land of Hope and Glory), can be viewed online at bit.ly/Graffham-
jubilee-parade-video 
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GRAFFHAM’S BIG LUNCH 

 
The rain just about held off for Graffham’s Big Lunch, on the Rec, on 
Sunday 4 June – attended again, it seemed, by everyone in the village. 

Every morsel of the barbeque, provided courtesy of Graffham and East 
Lavington Parish Councils and cooked by the Tennis Club, led by head 
chefs Jim Kirke, Richard Gyles and Miles Amin, was devoured – all 100 
4oz burgers, 64 sausages, six whole butterflied legs of lamb, 80 chicken 
breast portions, along with 120 baps and 80 wraps, and massive 
cauldrons of onions and, thanks to Jeeva, spicy ‘sambal’ chutney. 

  
Head chefs (from left) Richard Gyles, Jim Kirke and Miles Amin in action. 
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Annabel Heaton and family cut up the massive (and mouth-watering) Union 
flag-decorated cake they made for the event – weighing a finished 43 lb (19.5 kg). 

For afters, there was a ginormous cake, decorated with berries in a Union 
flag design, created by Annabel Heaton, with help from Mum and Dad 
Gay and Simon Foord and daughters Izzy and Emily.  Measuring 44x20 
ins (112x50 cm), 48 eggs from Annabel’s own chickens went into it, along 
with 6 lbs (2.7 kg) each of flour and sugar.  Once baked, it was coated in 
icing, made from 11 lbs (5 kg) of butter and 10.5 lbs (4.8 kg) of icing 
sugar.  Simon traced the flag design into the icing, ready for the 5 lbs 
each of strawberries and blueberries to be artistically placed on top. 
For those with any space left, Jeeva and Vasu’s ice cream cones were the 
finishing touch.  It was all wolfed down by revellers seated at a connected 
geometry of long trestle tables erected by a team of volunteers that 
morning.  While most took along their own salads, picnicware and wine, 
the pavilion bar was hardly ever without custom. 
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After a vote of thanks by Graffham 
Parish Council chairman Simon 
Mackie (right) for the working group 
behind the festivities, led by Marie 
Bracey, and a few words from Gay 
Foord, repeating her Jubilate 
performance as The Queen, the Revd 
Vivien led another stirring community 
chorus of the national anthem 
(above and below).  
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LAVINGTON PARK FEDERATION SCHOOLS 

   
Graffham Infant and Duncton Junior CofE Schools both had tremendous 
fun celebrating the Platinum Jubilee, dressing in red, white and blue, 
taking part in a ‘street party’, or rather a playground 
party, and engaging in themed activities all day – 
generating lots  of lovely artwork.  Children from 
Graffham Nursery also produced floral decorations 
to display as part of the floral celebration at St Giles.  
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Relive the joy and jollity of the 
village’s Platinum Jubilee at 

Graffham Summer Fete 
on and in aid of the Rec 

Bank Holiday Monday, 29 August  
All the usual – and some new - fun and games,   

plus our legendary teas and cakes, Pimms and ale 

If you are able to help in any way  
and/or provide a raffle prize,  

please contact Phil Jones on 07900 937000 

Full details in next month’s edition! 
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Most of the pictures in this special Platinum Jubilee scrapbook are by 
Graffham’s own © Colin Barker.  See more of his amazing photos of the 
memorable weekend at Facebook’s Graffham Noticeboard from Monday 
4 July.  Thanks to the many others who also contributed pictures. 
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THANK YOU VERY, VERY MUCH 

 
Dozens of people throughout the community played a part in making the 
village’s Platinum Jubilee weekend such a success.  Thanks to all of them. 
Jubilee planning working group: Ginny Barrett, Sally Blunt, the Revd Vivien, 
Gay Foord, Annabel Heaton, chaired by Marie Bracey. 
Graffham and East Lavington Parish Councils, for all their support. 
Recreation Committee, headed by John Bracey, Beetle Clay and Bernard 
Bayly, who helped put everything together, ran the Pavilion Bar, counted the 
money and led the clearing up. 
Designer, decorators and table flowers Karin Skanberg for designing the 
posters and decorating the parade finish with John Head, and Martin and 
Mary Taylor, and all who adorned the tea and lunch tables with flowers. 
St Giles flower arrangers, co-ordinated by Bridget Lewis. 
Post-parade cake makers and tea servers. 
Jubilate contributors and Pimms servers Jo and Rosalind Mitchell. 
Rec bunting post bashers and table turfers:  Beetle Clay, Miles Amin, Ian 
Thornley, David Sparkes, Phil Jones and all who bashed in the posts for the 
bunting at the Rec, directed by Chris Major, and all who helped move tables 
from the Empire Hall to the Rec and back, and put them and the chairs out. 
Marvellous marshalls:  The men, managed by Ian Thornley, who kept the 
streets safe and free of passing traffic. 
Graffham Tennis Club’s team for cooking the Big Lunch BBQ, led by head 
chefs Jim Kirke, Richard Gyles and Miles Amin. 
Big Lunch Jubilee cake maker Annabel Heaton and family. 
Master of Ceremonies for the Big Lunch, Brett Creed. 
Big Lunch children’s activities organisers Henrietta Aparicio and Sonya 
Gillespie. 
Bunting and flag wavers:  Everyone who decorated their homes and gardens. 
… and of course the very many others who did their bit but are not mentioned 
individually by name here or in other parts of this Graffham Parish News 
Platinum Jubilee souvenir scrapbook for reasons of space.  Your contributions 
were valued just the same! 
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Graffham Parish News’ jolly good July quiz 
Ten quick fire questions to test your local, topical and wider general 
knowledge.  Answers at the foot of the page (no cheating now!) 

1  Petworth resident John Max Henry Scawen Wyndham is who? 

2  Which castle in Paris, originally built to resist the English, was attacked by 
Frenchmen in July 1789? 

3  Which Welsh actor, who hit the Hollywood big time after playing a 
cannibalistic psychopath in a 1991 film, starred opposite Joan Plowright in 
The Taming of the Shrew at Chichester’s Festival Theatre in 1972? 

4  Which naturalist is the author of Gone, an account of 
11 extinct animals including the Dodo, published in 2021? 

5  Percy Parry (1893-1972), who is 
commemorated on a plaque in the 
bell tower, served St Giles’ in which 
capacity for 45 years? 

6  Which horse won the Sussex Stakes at Goodwood 
in 2011 and 2012? 

7  The 1976 album A Trick of the Tail was the seventh, and 
first without Peter Gabriel, by which group? 

8 “Yond Cassius has a lean and 
hungry look. He thinks too much: 
such men are dangerous.” A quote 
from which Shakespeare play? 

9  How many colonies signed the United States 
Declaration of Independence on 4 July 1776? 

10 Which late comedian’s act of the 1970s and 1980s famously involved 
impersonating a faulty microphone and a chicken? 

  

Answers: 1 7
th
 Baron Leconfield, 2

nd
 Baron Egremont.  2 The Bastille.  3.  

Anthony Hopkins. 4 Michael Blencowe.   5 Verger. 6 Frankel. 7 Genesis. 8 Julius 
Caesar (Act 1, scene 2). 9 13.  10 Norman Collier. 
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Graffham Tennis Club   By Chairman Simon Longman 

Tennis Week:  Our Tennis Week schedule has been finalised after a couple  
of changes and we look forward to 
favourite club events such as the   
Generation Game Mixed Doubles and the Junior match against Rogate.  If 
you are not yet a member, this is a great chance to see the club in action.  
Do come and join in the fun and games! 

Tennis, sports and social week 2022 – Saturday-Friday 23-29 July 

23 Sat 
3pm Generation game mixed doubles                                       

(sign up via admin@graffhamtennis.co.uk) 
5pm Bar and BBQ 

24 Sun 
10am Men’s doubles 
2pm Softball cricket, mixed and all ages welcome 
4pm Bar and BBQ 

25 Mon 
9.30am-2pm Junior/academy coaching 

2-5pm Seniors – followed by tea and cakes 
6-7pm East Hants League home match: Ladies B vs Liphook 

26 Tue 9.30am-2pm Junior/academy coaching 
3-6pm Junior match versus Rogate 

27 Wed 
9.30am-2pm Junior/academy coaching 

6pm East Hants League home match: Ladies A vs Headley 

28 Thu 
9.30am-2pm Junior/academy coaching 

6pm Club night – American doubles format.  All members 
welcome.  Pavilion bar open. 

29 Fri 
9.30am-2pm Junior/academy coaching 

5pm Family club night – ball machine games with prizes.         
Pizzas ‘n’ Coke.  Bar and BBQ.  All welcome! 

Graffham Tennis Week junior coaching:  25-29 July 
Classes for four different age groups will run daily during Tennis Week, Monday to Friday, 
at £42.50 per child, covering foundation techniques, tactics, match play, fun games and a 

mini-tournament.  To book a place, children must be members of Graffham Tennis Club.  
Places allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.   

For coaching enquiries. contact richard@hoppcoaching.co.uk on 01243 784776 
Years R-1 9.30-10.30am Years 2-3 10.30-11.30am 
Years 4-6 12noon-1pm Years 7-10 1-2pm 

Years 10-13 Available on request 
Note:  The age range for the groups may change depending on numbers that sign up. 

Writing from the rec:  June reports and July fixtures 
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Coach Richard Hopp puts the next generation of tennis champs through their paces.  

Match reports:  We’ve had a busy month with several leagues matches 
played weekly as we take advantage of the longer evenings.  Notable 
results for the Women's A team included another Division 1 win against  
Medstead A – but the return leg saw us up against a much stronger team 
and a heavy loss.  The Women's B team were delighted to beat Midhurst for 
the first time in many years but found tougher opposition against 
Haslemere.  A special mention and thanks to Jeeva who stepped in late to 
partner Ollie Edwards in the men's match against Haslemere.  Despite going 
0-4 games down in the first set, they came back strong and won all four sets! 
Well done, Jeeva (and Ollie). 

Graffham Tennis Club results for East Hampshire LTS League 
Women’s Doubles Division 1 Mixed Doubles Division 2 

Graffham A vs Medstead A Won 6-2 Alton A vs Graffham Lost 5-3 
Medstead A vs Graffham A Lost 8-0 Graffham vs Fernhurst A Won 6-2 

Women’s Doubles Division 3 Men’s Doubles Division 4 
Graffham B vs Midhurst Won 5-3 Graffham vs Haslemere C Won 5-3 

Graffham B vs Newman C’d Draw 4-4 Liphook vs Graffham Won 0-8 
Graffham B vs Haslemere C Lost 2-6    

 

Graffham Tennis Club East Hants League home fixtures: July 
Do come and spend a summer evening supporting your teams! 

4 Mon 6.30pm Mixed Doubles Div 2 v Steep 
11 Mon 6.30pm Mixed Doubles Div 2 v Haslemere A 
25 Mon 6.15pm Ladies’ Doubles Div 3 v Liphook 

Graffham Bowls Club      By Secretary Liz Pegram 

Everyone is pleased to be back playing bowls after a long winter.  It is lovely 
to have a few new members, but more would be made very welcome.    
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The weather has been very kind to us – apart from forcing us to cancel a 
home match against Arundel.   
We have managed to get the required team of nine for all the games so far.  
Hazel and Lucy Tyrrell are proving to be great assets to the club.  Along with 
Dad Charlie they won on their rink at Midhurst.  
July is going to be a busy month at Graffham Bowls Club, with three internal 
cups – the Janet Hurst, Ladies and Jubilee Shield – along with several home 
and away matches.   
Do come and join or support us! 
• For further information, contact chairman Sheila Allen (on 01798-
342869) or secretary Liz Pegram (01798-867770). 

Graffham Bowls Club results for May and June 
Petersfield Away Lost Midhurst Away Lost 
Arundel Home Rained off Sutton Home Won 

Fishbourne Home Won Pulborough Away Lost 
 

Graffham Bowls Club home fixtures: July 
Do come and spend a summer evening supporting your team! 

3 Sun 2.30pm Janet Hurst Cup 10 Sun 3pm Fittleworth 
13 Wed 6.30pm Midhurst 15 Fri 6pm West Dean 
17 Sun 2.30pm Ladies’ Day 20 Wed 6.30pm Stedham 
24 Sun 2.30pm Petworth 28 Thur 6.30pm Billingshurst 
30 Sat 3pm Haslemere 31 Sun 2.30pm Jubilee Shield 

Graffham ladies’ cricket  
Coaching with Brett Creed 
continues on Thursday evenings at 
6.30pm.   No equipment needed – 
just turn up, everyone welcome!  
The next match  is against West 
Wittering, at home in September.  
Any questions, contact Philippa on 
07853 921825. 

HAVING A LAUGH:  Coach Brett 
Creed with Thursday evening ladies 

cricket players in a break from 
practices on the rec.  
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Covid infections locally: Rates triple in a month 
Data for Graffham and East Lavington’s ‘GU28 0’ postcode area:  

 
Covid positive testing rates for Chichester district:  

  
Source: coronavirus.data.gov.uk as at 23 June 

 

 
bellmans.co.uk

Our specialists are available for 
free valuations, please see our 
website for more information.

Bid online for free with 
Bellmans Live.

*Results subject to buyers premium @ 22% + VAT.

Inviting Entries

Valuation Days
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9:30am – 4:30pm

SUSSEX
Newpound, Wisborough Green, West Sussex,  RH14 0AZ
01403 700858  sussex@bellmans.co.uk

A gold, sapphire & diamond oval cluster ring. Sold for £15,000 (plus BP).*

 

 
		↑	8 on 20 May  		↑	100.3 on 20 May  
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Please mention Graffham Parish News when 
doing business with any of our advertisers. 
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Property watch 
Four of five new houses by Homes of Rest sell in days:  Within days of 
the new houses by the Homes of Rest in The Street being put on the market, 
all five had been sold, although one – Plot 2 – became ‘unexpectedly 
available again’ a few weeks later.   
Around 100 people viewed the show home on its open day, Saturday 28 
May, leading to some 25 offers being made for the quintet of buildings.  
Guide prices for the two to four bedroomed properties ranged from 
£825,000 to £1.15 million.  The first four were due to be available to their 
new owners from the beginning of this month with the fifth following by 
November, when landscaping around the site should be completed.  Plot  

 

2, the property that became available for sale again, is  
a three-bed detached house with two bathrooms, one 
cloakroom with a detached garage. 126sq m/1,358sq 
ft.   £825,000.  Fowlers, Storrington 01903 443074. 

Other homes for sale locally, posted at rightmove.com since our June edition: 
Cobdens, Heyshott GU28 0DL: Grade II listed, four 
bedroomed, semi-detached village house, two bathrooms 
and cloakroom, sitting room, snug, kitchen, dining room, 
double garage, garden. 153sq m/1,650sq ft.  Guide 
price £1,275,000.  Jackson-Stops, Midhurst, 01730 
621139.  Added 9 June.   

 

5 The Drive, Lavington Park GU28 0FG: Modern 
terraced house, three bedrooms, two bathrooms and 
cloakroom, sitting room, kitchen/breakfast room, 
garage, low maintenance garden. 150sq m/1,559sq ft.  
Guide price £695,000.  RH & RW Clutton, Petworth, 
01798 678005.  Added 26 May. 

Planning applications 
A summary of latest applications for planning approval in Graffham and East 
Lavington civil parishes filed with the South Downs National Park since our 
previous edition went to press.  For details, see bit.ly/sdnp-planning 
Tangletrees, opposite the Rec, Graffham GU28 0QA: Construction of a 
replacement dwelling.  SDNP/22/02469/PRE  Received: 20 May. 

4 Continued on page 49  
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4 Continued from page 47 
Seaford College, East Lavington GU28 0NB: Discharge of conditions 3, 4, 5, 7, 
8 and 9 of permission SDNP/21/01782/FUL, for new three-classroom block to 
replace existing temporary portacabin classrooms.  SDNP/22/02381/DCOND 
Received: 17 May. 

Little Bury, Norwood Lane, East Lavington GU28 0QG:  Change of use of 
redundant agricultural building to holiday let.  SDNP/22/01897/FUL. Received: 
14 Apr. 

Crimestoppers 
Sussex Police’s log of incidents locally in recent weeks.  If you have any 
information which might help, please report it, quoting the serial number – 
by phone on 101 or online at bit.ly/crimeupdate  

Fittleworth, Sutton Common:  On Tuesday 14 June afternoon, a vehicle was 
broken into but nothing was stolen. Serial 0603 14/06. 
Midhurst, The Wharf:  Overnight between Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 June, 
a catalytic converter was stolen from a vehicle. Serial 0332 12/06. 
Goodwood, New Barn Hill: On Saturday 11 June afternoon, a vehicle was 
broken into and a laptop, cash and two bikes stolen. Serial 1106 11/06  
Petworth, East Street:  On Friday 10 June morning, a potted tree was stolen 
from the front of a residence. Serial 1452 10/06. 
Singleton, Church Road: Between Tuesday 7 and Wednesday 8 June, a 
yellow Volvo digger was stolen from a property. Serial 0909 08/06. 
Fittleworth, Lower Street: Overnight between Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 
June, a black Land Rover Defender was stolen. Serial 0245 07/06. 
Ambersham Bridge:  On Tuesday 31 May afternoon, both number plates 
were stolen from a vehicle. Serial 0450 03/06. 
Kirdford:  Overnight Tuesday-Wednesday 17-18 May, a garage was 
burgled and several items of garden machinery stolen. Serial 0449 18/05. 
Midhurst, North Street:  In the early hours of Saturday 14 May, power tools 
and a drum of oil were stolen from a business premises. Serial 0479 14/05. 
Petworth, Kingspit Lane: Overnight Wednesday-Thursday 11-12 May, an Ifor 
Williams flatbed trailer was stolen from a property. Serial 1488 17/05. 
Petworth, Grove Street: Between Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 May, an aerial 
was stolen from a vehicle. Serial 0373 12/05. 
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Petworth Area Churches Together: Festival service 

 

The 2022 Petworth Festival opens with the annual service 
in celebration of the arts and creativity – on Wednesday 
13 July at 6.30 pm, at St Mary’s Church, Petworth.  Lady 
Caroline Egremont will discuss her Scottish childhood, its 
influence on her work as a landscape designer and her 
44 years at Petworth House. She has been an avid 

attender of festival events and will speak about some of her personal 
highlights.  The service, lasting around an hour and led by Canon Mark 
Gilbert with music directed by Matthew Cooke, will be 
followed by refreshments. 
• Petworth Festival is coming to Graffham with a concert by 
noted choral group The Gesualdo Six at St Giles Church on 
Thursday 28 July at 5pm.  See page 5.  

Other denominations locally 
Methodist: Midhurst.  Minister: David Muskett  Tel: 01730 233436. email:  
superintendent@esanddcircuit.org.uk.  Web: midhurstmethodist.com   Worship: 
Sundays 10.00am, and Café Church 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 10.30am  

Roman Catholic:  The Catholic Churches of Saints Anthony and George, 
Duncton; The Divine Motherhood and St Francis of Assisi, Midhurst, and The 
Sacred Heart, Petworth.  email:  petworth.abdiocese.org.uk. Tel: 01798 
342169. Web: www.petworthcatholic.org 

Mass 

Sun 

8am Duncton Thu 9.30am Petworth 
9.30am Midhurst 12noon Midhurst Convent 

11am Petworth Fri 6.30pm Petworth 

Tue 10.30am Petworth Sat 9.30am Midhurst 
Wed 9.30am Midhurst 5.30pm Petworth 

Society of Friends (Quakers): St Anne's Community Centre, St Anne's Hill, 
Midhurst, GU29 9NN.  Web:  sussexwestquakers.org.uk  Meetings:  2nd and 4th 
Sundays 10.30am. 

United Reformed Church:  Petworth. Minister: Revd Anne Lewitt  Tel: 01798 
872535. Web: petworthurc.co.uk  Worship: Sundays 10.30am. 
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What’s on at our village church and chapel 
• All residents of and visitors to Graffham are welcome to all services. 
• St Giles Church is at the south end of Graffham’s Street, near the Downs. 
• All Saints’ Chapel is opposite Graffham Village Shop. 
• Some St Giles services may be held in the churchyard if the weather’s fine. 
• Both St Giles Church and All Saints’ Chapel are open daily.  
• Bell ringing practice night is every Tuesday at 7.30pm. 
• To join Graffham’s bellringers or occasional choir, contact Revd Vivien on 

01798 867199 or at hello@stgilesgraffham.org 
• See stgilesgraffham.org or Facebook’s @stgilesgraffham for any changes. 

July 
3 Sun 10.30am Parish Eucharist Trinity 3 St Giles Church 
5 Tues 9.30am Morning Prayer with Pilgrims at 10am St Giles Church 
6 Wed 10.15-11.30 Teddy Time (see page 3) Recreation Pavilion 
9 Sat 10-12 Saturday Ringing Practice St Giles Church 

10 Sun 
10.30am Parish Eucharist Trinity 4 – Sea Sunday St Giles Church 

6pm Evensong All Saints Chapel 
12 Tues 9.30am Morning Prayer with Pilgrims at 10am All Saints Chapel 
13 Wed 10.15-11.30 Teddy Time (see page 3) Recreation Pavilion 
14 Thu 2pm Funeral for Jo Crow RIP St Giles 

17 Sun 
9am BCP Holy Communion  St Giles Church 

10.30am Parish Eucharist Trinity 5  St Giles Church 
19 Tues 9.30am Morning Prayer with Pilgrims at 10am All Saints Chapel 
20 Wed 10.15-11.30 Teddy Time (see page 3) Recreation Pavilion 

22 Fri 11.30am Memorial and burial of ashes for 
Camilla Bosanquet  St Giles Church 

24 Sun 10.30am Parish Eucharist Trinity 6 St Giles Church 
26 Tues 9.30am Morning Prayer with Pilgrims at 10am All Saints Chapel 
27 Wed 10.15-11.30 Teddy Time (see page 3) Recreation Pavilion 

28 Thurs 5pm Gesualdo Six concert (ticketed Petworth 
Festival event – petworthfestival.org.uk) St Giles Church 

31 Sun 10.30am Parish Eucharist Trinity 7 St Giles Church 
August 

7 Sun 10.30am Parish Eucharist Trinity 8 St Giles Church 
20 Sat 2pm Wedding of Archie and Amber St Giles Church 

We rely on the generosity of villagers and visitors to safeguard the future of 
Graffham’s St Giles Church and All Saints Chapel and the ability of our parish to 
deliver its mission to the community it serves – including this magazine. Please 
support them through a donation – preferably a regular one via our Parish 
Giving Scheme. For full details, see bit.ly/stggive1 
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Key dates and what’s on in and around the village  
July 

1 Fri  Seaford College term ends  

2 Sat 
9am-2pm Midhurst Farmers Market Midhurst 
10.30am Draw and paint trees art workshop3 Petworth Park 
Evening Straw Dogs Irish folk band Three Moles 

7 Thu 
 World Chocolate Day  

8pm Petworth Fringe comedy night with Mark 
Simmons and Tom Lucy 

Leconfield Hall, 
Petworth 

8 Fri 9.45am Graffham Garden Group outing to Denmans Fontwell 
10 Sun 10am-1pm Graffham Down Trust picnic (see page 11) Bowley’s Reserve  

13 Wed 
 Petworth Festival (till 30 July) See 

petworthfestival.org.uk Petworth 

10.30am Watercolour landscape painting workshop3 Petworth Park 
14 Thu 2pm Funeral of Jo Crow RIP St Giles Church 
15 Fri  St Swithun’s Day  
16 Sat  Graffham Garden Group flower show Empire Hall 

17 Sun 
 World Ice Cream Day  
 Cowdray Park polo Gold Cup final Easebourne 

18 Mon  East Lavington Parish Council meeting Seaford Coll 

19 Tue 

9-11am Great Feet chiropodist1 Empire Hall 

2.30pm midhurstu3a.org.uk talk by Dr Geoffrey 
Mead on 'Sussex Industrial History' 

Methodist Church 
Hall, Midhurst 

7pm Graffham Village Shop Association AGM 
(see page 5) Rec Pavilion 

20 Wed 10.30am Beginners’ photography workshop3 Petworth Park 
21 Thu  WSCC schools term ends  

23 Sat 

 Tennis week (till 29 July) (see page 42) Tennis Club, Rec 
9am-1pm Petworth Farmers Market Petworth 

10am-4pm Midhurst Camera Club annual exhibition 
(also on 24 July) (see midhurstcameraclub.co.uk) 

South Downs Memorial 

Hall, Midhurst 
10am-5pm ‘Come out and play’ games (till 4 Sept) Petworth Park 

11am Yoga in the Park3  (also on 30 July) Petworth Park 
Various 
times 

Wind In The Willows theatre event (also on 
Sunday 24 July) 

Coultershaw 
Heritage Site 

2pm Charity event for Mind – dance sessions with 
Stacey, pop-up pub, teas and cakes etc 

Rogate  
Recreation Ground 

26 Tue  Glorious Goodwood (to Sat 30 July) Goodwood 
27 Wed 12.30pm Lunch Club2 Empire Hall 

28 Thu 5pm Petworth Festival concert Gesualdo Six (see 
page 5) St Giles 

30 Sat 
 Treasure hunt and supper fund raiser (page 19) Empire Hall 

Evening Dusty Road country music Three Moles 
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August 

1 Mon 
 Madhurst festival (till 28 August) Midhurst 

10am-5pm ‘Come out and play’ games (till 4 Sept) Petworth Park 
6 Sat 9am-2pm Midhurst Farmers Market Midhurst 
9 Tue 9-11am Great Feet chiropodist1 Empire Hall 

12 Fri 
 International Youth Day  
 The Glorious Twelfth  

10.30am Beginners’ photography workshop3 Petworth Park 

13 Sat 
 Heyshott summer show Cobden Hall, Hey’t 
 Drag Night with Betty Bang Sha Three Moles 

19 Fri 6.30pm Outdoor cinema in the park3 (till 21 August) Petworth Park 
20 Sat  Wedding of Archie and Amber  St Giles 
24 Wed 12.30pm Lunch Club2 Empire Hall 
26 Fri  August Bank Holiday Racing (till 28 August) Goodwood 
27 Sat 9am-1pm Petworth Farmers Market Petworth 

29 Mon 
 Summer bank holiday Midhurst 
 Graffham Summer Fete Rec 

30 Tue 9-11am Great Feet chiropodist1 Empire Hall 
1Great Feet Chiropodist:  Available to Graffham Health Support Assoc members only. 
2Lunch Club:  Graffham Empire Hall Lunch Club meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month 
at 12.30pm for 12.45pm for a home cooked two-course meal and coffee, at £8 a head.  
Please book by calling Sarah on 01798 867567. 
3 Petworth Park and House events:  Booking essential, via  nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth or on 
0344 249 1895. 
 

Regular weekly activities (for notes, how to book, etc, see below) 
Mondays Daytime-early evening Osteopath1 Empire Hall 
Tuesdays 8.30am–12noon Post Office Empire Hall 

Wednesdays 
9.15–10.30am Yoga2 Empire Hall 
10.15-11.30am Teddy Time toddler group3 Pavilion 

Thursdays 
Daytime-early evening Osteopath1 Empire Hall 

10.30-11.30am Ease Into Exercise4 Empire Hall 
2-4pm Post Office Empire Hall 

Fridays 

9-10.15am Yoga2 Empire Hall 
10.30-11.15am Pilates5 Empire Hall 

4-8pm Family BBQ, picnic, fun, games, 
communal childcare (see page 3) Rec 

Empire Hall:  For booking and contact details, see Directory, inside back cover. 
1Osteopath:  Bookings required.  To make an appointment, for daytime or early evening, 
contact Anna Shawcross on 01798 867523. 
2Yoga: Deborah Albone on 07790 367009. 
3Teddy Time:  No charge.  All welcome.  Just come along.  
4Ease Into Exercise:  Contact Abigail Martin on 07523 860167. 
5Pilates:  Contact Nicky Capes on 07990 517858 or 01730 812297. 
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With 30+ years’ experience, we are the 

leading fencing and groundwork 
specialists in West Sussex and Surrey. 

Quality workmanship assured, 
whether you need to keep children or 

horses in, wildlife out or just want 
security for your home. 

01428 685222 
slf@straightlinefencing.co.uk 

 

  

 
 

A small advert like this 
could win you lots of 

business from across the 
villages of Graffham and 

East Lavington at                
a very low cost 

 

Contact  
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail 



  

July 2022  Graffham Parish News 55 

 
 
 
 
 
  

  

 

 

Dismantling and felling 
Crown thinning and reducing 

Removal of deadwood     Pruning 
Hedge cutting        Stump grinding 

Full public liability              Certified arborist 
Free estimates and advice 

 

brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com 
07763 844422 
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Ground Work, Driveways, Patios, Paving, 
Drainage, Concreting, Tarmacing,             

Water Pipe Repairs and Installation               
and more 

 
info@sussexlandworks.co.uk 

01730 814751             07950 035997 
 

www.sussexlandworks.co.uk 
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Directory 
DOCTORS Petworth Surgery 01798 342248 

Midhurst Riverbank Medical Centre 01730 812121 
Haslemere Minor Injuries Unit 01483 782334 

DEFIBRILLATOR On wall outside Empire Hall                           Code is C240Z 
POLICE In emergency 999 
 Non-emergency 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk   101 
BURST WATER MAINS Southern Water 0800 820 999 
POWER CUTS Scottish & Southern Electric 105 or 0800 0727 282 
   
All Saints Chapel Trust Chairman Clive Rowntree 01798 867536 
Bees / Swarms   

Wisboro’ Green B’keepers Tom Moore 07984 606214/01798 343470 
Local beekeeper Murray West evenings 01798 867048 

Chichester District Council  01243 534734 
District Councillor Alan Sutton asutton@chichester.gov.uk 

01798 342452 
Dog Warden Office hours 

Emergency  
01243 534734 
01243 785339 

Citizens Advice Bureau  03448 487969 
East Lavington Parish Council Chairman Charles Britton charles.britton@eastlavington-pc.uk 
 Clerk Amy Harte 07889 979820 

eastlavingtonpc@gmail.com 
Empire Hall empirehall.org.uk empirehall@gmail.com 
 Bookings Sally  Blunt empirehall@gmail.com 

Promotions Liz Nicholson liz.empirehall@gmail.com 
 Treasurer  Carole Sargent 01798 344790 
 Secretary Carole Tompkins 01798 867773 
Empire Lunch Club Sarah Lydiard-Wilson 01798 867567 
Foresters Arms forestersarms-pub.co.uk    01798 867386 
Graffham Archives Robin Brind graffhamarchive.co.uk 01798 867619 
Graffham Bellringers Reverend Vivien 01798 867199 
Graffham Bowls Club Chairman Sheila Allen 01798 342869 

Secretary Liz Pegram 01798 867770 
Graffham Cricket Club  Bill Barrett 01798 867113 
Graffham Down Trust Chairman Jim Kirke 01798 867026 
Graffham Empire Movies  John Bracey 01798 867760 
Graffham Festival  Richard Davidson 01798 867232 
Graffham Garden Group Carole Kirke 01798 867026 
Graff’m Health Support Assc Chairman Sarah Lydiard-Wilson 01798 867567 

Membership Nicky West 01798 867048 
Transport and prescription collection Ann Rowney ann.rowney@icloud.com 

07391 802541 
Loan of equipment Gill Dover 01798 867597 



  

July 2022  Graffham Parish News 61 

Graffham Nursery School Office  01798 867324 
Graffham Parish Council Chairman Simon Mackie mackiesgpc@gmx.co.uk 
 Clerk Mike Simpson   graffhampc@gmx.co.uk 
Graffham Parish News  editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 

See also bottom of inside front cover 
Graffham with Woolavington Parochial Church Council stgilesgraffham.org 

Priest-in-Charge Rev Vivien Turner 01798 867199 
hallo@stgilesgraffham.org 

Churchwarden Ginny Barrett 01798 867113 
 Treasurer Yvonne Churchward 07808 781510 
  graffhampcctreasurer@gmail.com 
Graffham Rec Committee Chairman John Bracey 01798 867760 
 Treasurer Bernard Bayly 01798 867042 

Bookings Sec Sonya Gillespie graffhamrecpavillion@gmail.com    
  graffhamplayground@gmx.co.uk  

Graffham Tennis Club Chairman Simon Longman 01798 867317 
Membership Richard Gyles 01798 867484 

 Coaching Emma Amin 01798 867063 
Graffham Village Shop Jeeva and Vasu 01798 867700 

graffhamvillageshop.co.uk 
Graffham Vill’ge Shop Assoc Chairman Hugh Brown 01798 867561 
 Treasurer Steve Dover 07770 499223 
 Secretary Stuart Mathie 01798 867519 
Katherine Maud Guillod Fund c/o Graffham PC Clerk graffhampc@gmx.co.uk 
Lavington Park Federation graffhamandduncton.w-sussex.sch.uk 

Graffham Infant School 01798 867324 
Duncton Junior School 01798 342402 
Friends of Graffham & Duncton Schools 01798 867324 

Long Bostle Downland Soc Gillian Brandt 01798 867276 
MP Arundel & South Downs Andrew Griffith andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk 
Midhurst Petworth Observer Nikki Jeffery 01243 534163 
National Trust (Lavington Common)  01730 816638 
Neighbourhood Watch Michael Crickmay 01798 867486 
Oil Buying Syndicate Derek Bradnum derekbradnum@gmail.com 
Petworth Food Bank  07501 921617 
Seaford College  01798 867392 
Three Moles Ollie and Tom    thethreemoles.com    01798 861303 
Thursday Club Secretary Diane Bellis 01798 867444 
West Sussex County Council General enquiries 01243 777100 

County Councillor Tom Richardson 07463 785039 
White Horse    whitehorsegraffham.com    01798 867331 
 
 
 
 

To advertise in Graffham Parish News, contact 
editor.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 



 

  

 


