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On the cover:  The Empire 

Hall committee has a new 

chairman after a gap for 

several years – and other 

key new members too – as it 

prepares for its biggest fund-

raiser of the year with its 

Easter Market returning in all 

its glory for the first time 

since before the pandemic.  

Your raffle tickets are inside.  

See page 8 

. 

Graffham Parish News is published and  

distributed free each month to 

every household in Graffham 

and East Lavington by the  

 

Parish of Graffham with Woolavington.   

Please support us:   If you enjoy reading 

this magazine, then please 

make a contribution towards 

its costs through a monthly or 

one-off online donation – just   

point your phone camera at this QR code or 

go to bit.ly/GPN-donation 

Archives:  Back copies can be viewed online 

at bit.ly/stgarchive1 

Subscriptions: If you live outside the parish, 

you can receive copies by mail by taking out 

an annual subscription for £36.   Contact the 

editors for full details. 

Advertising:  We love our advertisers!  If 

you are interested in being one of them, 

please contact Philippa Sanders (below) or 

email ads.graffhamparishnews@gmail.com 

Copyright:  All content is © Graffham 

Parish News unless otherwise stated and 

may not be reproduced without the editor’s 

written consent.  
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Writing from the Rectory: Holding the Church together 

In January 2023, ahead of the General Synod meeting in February, the Church 

of England bishops proposed the Church offer prayers of blessing for same sex 

couples following civil marriage, though not marriage in church itself.   

For some, it’s a step which goes in the right direction albeit not far enough, while 

for others it’s the wrong direction.  The  bishops’  hope  was  to  hold  the church 

together in England, 

and across the 

worldwide Anglican 

Communion.  It 

remains to be seen 

how well this can be 

achieved. 

Following this 

announcement,  con- 

versation at the 

Rectory over break-

fast, prompted by a 

Daily Telegraph 

article which     

declared     it was an 

irony therefore 

(tongue      in      cheek     

maybe)   that the church is held together by its gay clergy.  My view was that it’s 

unsurprising, really, for there to be such clergy in the CofE, despite its position 

on same sex relationships, because the church naturally draws in people who’ve 

had some kind of hard time in life.  That  includes  anyone  who  feels  alienated  

4 Continued on next page  

  

 

Priest in charge:  Reverend Vivien Turner             

01798 867199  hello@stgilesgraffham.org 

Churchwarden: Ginny Barrett  01798 867113 

 
stgilesgraffham.org   @stgilesgraffham 
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or  isolated  by society, or who has been burdened by guilt, or beset by anxieties or 

sickness or grief, or prejudice, or has travelled through any kind of trouble.   

The words of the beatitudes speak most eloquently to those who identify personally 

with them and are thus most openly aware of their need of Christ’s blessing and its 

availability to us:  

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit...blessed are those who mourn…blessed are 

the meek…blessed are those who hunger and thirst after 

righteousness…blessed are the merciful…blessed are the pure in 

heart…blessed are the peacemakers…blessed are those who suffer 

persecution for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’ (See 

Matthew 5.1-12 for full text.)  

All people should find this blessing in church, as a place of unconditional welcome, 

refuge, solace, forgiveness, liberation and acceptance.   

And at best they can, though they may also find a church wrestling with some of 

the issues which cause them pain in the first place and continue to do so, making 

offering any ministry deeply sacrificial.  

The Church is a work in progress – as are we all – and sometimes painfully slow to 

adjust to a new appreciation of what love really means.  I suggest those who 

continue in ministry despite this, for the sake of the church as it can be, are 

redemptive of the Church, are a true measure of its love, and the very best reason 

for holding the Church together – not ironically, but in sincerity. 

Mothering Sunday  Everyone needs a bit of mothering every now and again – 

and can offer it too!  Do come with all your family to our special Mothering Sunday 

service at St Giles on Sunday 19 March at 10.30am – complete with Graffham’s 

traditional posies of flowers for Mums and everyone else! 

Easter  Holy Week falls early in April this year, so details of our Easter services 

are included in this edition of our parish magazine to enable you to plan ahead.  The 

Easter egg hunt around St Giles’ churchyard is always a highlight of this time of 

year for young and old alike – chocoholics of all ages welcome!  (See page 40) 

 

Reverend Vivien 
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TEDDY TIME IN THE PAVILION 

TODDLER GROUP 

Wednesdays 10.15-11.30am 

Pavilion, Graffham Rec 

No charge.   

All welcome.  
Just come along! 
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Volunteers needed for war memorial garden 
Graffham Garden Group is looking for volunteers to help keep the village’s War 

Memorial Community Garden looking good.  This would involve light weeding, 

raking up leaves and general tidying up.  If you’re willing to help, please contact 

Tricia Wilson on 07887 542027. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Graffham Garden Group AGM 
Friday 17 March 2023, 7pm          Empire Hall 

  

Including the village’s spring flower competition 

1 Vase of seven daffodils             2 Vase of spring flowers 

3 Saucer with three hellebore flowers in water 

Bring your entries on the night at 6.45pm 

Complimentary wine and beer while voting for our favourite entries 
 

Followed by a talk by Anne Dennig and Matthew Sennitt  

about the conservation work at Botany Bay,  

a ten acre site in Duncton adjacent to Lavington Park 
 

New members welcome  

– come and meet fellow Graffham gardeners! 
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RIP John Bellis, churchwarden for 18 years 

 
Picture © Mary Butterworth. 

John Bellis, who lived in Graffham for 

more than half a century, serving as a 

Churchwarden at St Giles for 18 of those 

years, passed away in February in 

Chichester’s St Richard’s Hospital, 

where he was being treated for 

complications after catching covid.   

Funeral arrangements had not been 

confirmed, as this edition of Graffham 

Parish News went to press. 

A full tribute will appear in a future 

edition. 

  

 

St Giles Church’s Lent Lunch 
Please join us for soup, bread, cheese and conversation. 

The Pavilion, Graffham Rec, on  

Wednesday 8 March 12noon-2pm. 

Everyone welcome. 

All donations to the UK Disaster Emergency Committee’s 
Turkey-Syria Earthquake Appeal. 

If you would like to attend, please sign up  

on the form in the Village Shop by 3 March. 
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New rules for Graffham Village Shop Association 
An update from Graffham Village Shop Association Chairman Steve Dover 

One of the areas the Graffham Village Shop Association (GVSA) committee has 

been looking at recently is the requirement to update the rules under which the 

GVSA operates.  The current rules were drawn up on the GVSA’s incorporation in 

1994 under the Industrial and Provident Societies Acts, With only minor 

amendments since then, they are now out of date with both current law and practice.  

The Industrial and Provident Societies Acts were replaced by the Co-operative and 

Community Benefit Societies Act in 2014 and the regulatory framework under 

which the GVSA operates was changed. 

So the GVSA committee intends to use, as a precedent, a set of model rules 

developed by the Plunkett Foundation (which supports many community shops and 

other enterprises) for community benefit societies, such as ourselves, and which 

have been pre-approved by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA).   

This will simplify the whole process, reduce the work associated with this update 

and make it easier to get FCA approval when we register our new rules with them. 

Once we have a draft set of new rules we will communicate further with GVSA 

members and explain the differences between the current set of rules and the new 

ones so as to allow any questions to be answered.  We would like to finish this 

process in good time so we can have the new set of rules approved at the 

association’s AGM in June for submission to the FCA for approval and registration. 

  
It seems that daffodils have been blooming earlier than usual hereabouts this 

year – as evidenced by this picture, taken along Perrot Lane and posted to 

Facebook’s Beautiful Sights In and Around Graffham page by © Jonathan 

Simons just as this edition was going to press.  
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Time for another Graffham festival? 
There has been some discussion, in very general terms, about the possibility of 

organising a Graffham Festival  in 2023, write Phil Jones and Richard 

Davidson.   As longer term residents may remember, the first Graffham Festival 

took place in 2014 and there have been several festivals since – the most recent 

one in 2018.  Since then a combination of Covid and lethargy has  

meant that there has been a pause. 

We are hoping that there may be sufficient interest in 

reviving the concept and putting on a modest event this 

year to see how it goes.  This might, possibly, 

incorporate some or all of open gardens and/or art 

studios, a musical event (or events), talks on art/creative 

topics, painting/drawing sessions in the outdoors…  

It may be over-ambitious and impractical, for this year at least, but the purpose 

of this message is to propose an informal meeting to explore it further and hear 

the community’s thoughts and suggestions on the proposal’s merits in general 

terms and on what could be included.  All ideas welcome! 

If you would like to contribute, please join on Friday 24 March at 7pm in the 

Empire Hall.  Please let Phil know if you are interested, at 

philjgraffham@outlook.com 

 

  
THURSDAY CLUB 

Growing up as a teaplanter’s daughter in Sri Lanka 

 

Graffham’s very own Sally Blunt will share 
memories of her childhood spent in a 

remote tea estate in the central hills of the 
country that had been Ceylon. 

9 March, 2.30pm   Empire Hall, Graffham 

Raffle and refreshments 

All welcome 
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The Empire strikes back 
Like many a venerable lady of a certain age, Graffham’s Empire Hall is undergoing 

something of a gentle metamorphosis with new faces on its management committee 

– including a new chairman after a gap of several years – and activities back to pre-

lockdown levels, including its first full-scale Easter Market in a few weeks’ time 

(see pages 11-13). 

Just like in the good old days, there’s something or another going on there every 

weekday, with most weekends featuring a broad range of events, some open to all, 

some private bookings. 

The grand old lady of Graffham, as some people refer to it,  has stood at the very 

centre of village life since it was bequeathed to the community upon its opening by 

benefactor James Buchanan, later Lord Woolavington, in 1907 (see page 14).  

There’s hardly a national or local landmark that has not been commemorated there 

– through wars to peacetime, from christening parties through wedding receptions 

to funeral wakes.  Between times, it has been used to host sports sessions, dances, 

concerts, plays, cinema and flower shows, council meetings, medical treatments, 

lunches, dinners, fund-raisers, medal presentations, elections, you name it… 

Its management committee of trustees, a mix of volunteers and representatives 

drawn from its most frequent users, is determined it stays at the centre of village 

life for this and future generations. 

It is now led by Sally Blunt, filling the role of Chairperson that has been vacant 

since Jim Kirke stepped down from the role after several years’ service which saw 

the completion of an extensive upgrade to the hall’s facilities, supported by grants 

from the Lottery Fund and European Union, among others. 

This included installing a brand new kitchen, up-grading its toilet facilities, with, 

for the first time, an accessible loo for the disabled, replacing the dilapidated sheds 

at the back with a barn-style storage building, tidying up the garden and giving the 

whole place a much-needed lick of paint. 

Sally served as Bookings Secretary under Jim’s leadership for three years before 

handing over to Eira Ashby and took up the reins again in September. Sally is 

combining the Chairmanship with the Bookings Secretary position until a new 

person can take over the bookings role. 

Also combining roles until additional volunteers step forward is village newcomer 

Gillian  Charlesworth  as  Secretary  and  Maintenance  Officer  –  everything  from  






























































































