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Parish of Graffham with Woolavington 

Trustees’ Annual Report for 2024 

 

Our aims and purposes as a charity 

• The purpose of our charity is to promote the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to the doctrines and practices of the Church of England, obeying Christ’s two 
commandments ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength ...You shall love your neighbour 

as yourself.’ Mark 12.30-31a 

• Our key aims are to: 

o Manage parish affairs responsibly / Leadership 

o Provide a hospitable welcome for worshippers and visitors / Worship 

o Worship reverently, inclusively and accessibly / Worship 

o Grow in understanding and experience / Worship 

o Communicate our ministry and services effectively / Community 

o Serve our local community / Community 

o Offer support beyond our parish boundary / Community 

o Care for St Giles Church as a place of worship, historic monument and 

community resource / Fabric 

o Increase environmental care of our parish / Fabric 

We also hold services at All Saints Chapel and help to maintain it in a welcoming condition as 

a place of worship, in conjunction with the All-Saints’ Chapel Trust. 

 

What we planned to do to achieve our charitable objectives 

When planning our activities for the year, our churchwardens and PCC have considered the 

Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit and in particular, the specific guidance on 
‘charities for the advancement of religion’. 
 

The council has complied with the duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy 

Discipline Measure 2016, fully recognising its duty to have due regard to House of Bishops' 

guidance on safeguarding children and vulnerable adults. 

 

Following the strategy of the ‘Four Mores’ at the heart of the Chichester Diocesan Strategy 
‘Vision for Growth 2020-25’, each of our parish aims has been identified in the context of 
being more open, more generous, more converted, and more engaged.   
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Aims and objectives for 2024 

For 2024 the following objectives and activities were identified to fulfil our Mission Action 

Plan, linking as applicable to objectives from the four elements of the Chichester Diocesan 

Strategy ‘Vision for Growth 2020-25’.  They are formulated in an annual five-year planning 

meeting considering short- and long-term goals across all four areas of leadership, worship, 

community, and fabric, encompassing the spectrum of charitable purposes of our charity.    
 

Leadership 

1 Affirm and promote single parish ministry as a valuable model of ministry for the future of the 

Church of England, ‘more open.’  
2 Develop succession plans for key roles in the parish for good continuity of service, ‘more engaged’ 
3 Continue to balance our budget: ‘more generous.’ 
4 Consider a survey to discover how best to serve our community in worship and outreach: ‘more 
open; more engaged.’ 
 

Worship 

1 Enhance worship by including an accessible service for newcomers and families: ‘more converted.’ 
2 Highlight welcome and hospitality as features of our parish ethos: ‘more open; more engaged.’ 
 

Community 

1 Wholeheartedly support Graffham Arts Festival to build community life: ‘more open; more 
engaged.’ 
2 Engage with important social concerns like poverty, environment, and loneliness: ‘more engaged.’ 
3 Build relationships with local church school and other churches for mutual benefit; ‘more 
engaged.’ 
 

Fabric 

1 Progress maintenance on our church exterior and interior including roof and plasterwork: ‘more 
open.’  
2 Progress a project developing our church interior for worship, hospitality & community 

engagement: ‘more open and more engaged.’ 
 

The TAR report with Financial Statement is itself appreciated as a summary of parish 

activity, as evidenced by one reader: 

 

‘…the photos and comments refreshing my memory, thoroughly enjoyed reading it, 
well done. Grateful to be a part of our thriving church community.’ 

 

         
 

Archdeacon’s Visitation 2024; Harvest offerings; Magazine distributors reception. 
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What we achieved and how we affected beneficiaries’ lives. 

 

LEADERSHIP 

Key Aim:   

Manage parish affairs responsibly.  

 

Aims and Objectives for 2024:  

1 Affirm and promote single parish ministry as a valuable model of ministry for the CofE 

2 Develop succession plans for key roles in the parish for good continuity of service. 

3 Continue to balance our budget.  

4 Consider a survey to discover how best to serve our community in worship and outreach. 

 

Context 

Graffham with Woolavington is an active parish in Petworth Deanery in the Diocese of 

Chichester.  At the beginning of the year Parish priest Reverend Vivien Turner had been in 

post five and a half years.  The Annual Vestry Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

took place on 17 March 2024 when the electoral roll number was 72.  Churchwarden Mrs 

Virginia Barrett continued as churchwarden, joined by newly elected warden Mrs Cindy 

Bradley.  Including the priest in charge and two deanery synod members, the new PCC elected 

in 2024 had a complement of fourteen members, including co-opted members Miss Beanie 

Bradley and new Treasurer Mrs Dinah Lamming. Tower Captain and new Safeguarding Officer 

Mr Howard Pescott ensured our safeguarding responsibilities were fulfilled.  PCC Secretary 

and Graffham Parish News editor Mr Michael Blunt managed these two demanding roles with 

professionalism.  Alongside a small but highly supportive congregation, and community 

supporters generous with both time and talents, these willing volunteers made possible the 

benefit which our charity offers for others.  
 

 

Aim 1: Affirm and promote single parish ministry as a valuable model of ministry for the 

future of the Church of England. 
 

The five-year plan of the PCC resolved to take every step possible to maintain Graffham with 

Woolavington as a standalone rural parish with its own priest and reap the benefits of this. 

The PCC joined the Save the Parish movement as an organisation in 2024, to keep abreast of 

developments affirming this model of parish ministry and encouraging its retention as much 

as possible. The House for Duty parish priest also attended the Save the Parish conference in 

Bristol in this year. With a single church and chapel of ease, Reverend Vivien has good 

opportunity to engage in parish life, recognising how much a community seeks to be known 

and valued by its priest.  The Eucharist is offered every Sunday, with a variety of kinds of 

additional Services two or three times a month, a remarkable provision for a single parish.   
 

Aim 2: Develop succession plans for key roles in the parish for good continuity of service. 
 

In a parish whose modest size limits the availability of capable and willing volunteers the PCC 

recognises the importance of being forward thinking and succession planning to enable the 

best continuity and vitality of service.  Teamwork has proven a good policy in addressing this. 

For example by sharing responsibility for various areas of the Treasurer role in 2024.  The PCC 

aims to continue this policy of shared responsibility in other areas of church life. 
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Aim 3: Continue to balance our budget: ‘more generous.’ 
 

Maintaining parish financial security continued an important focus of attention in 2025.  The 

Financial Statement following this report explains how the parish worked to fulfil the aim of 

balancing our budget this year.  Our communication network continues to prove its worth in 

advertising our need for financial support to the community, eliciting a generous response.   
 

Aim 4: Consider a survey to discover how best to serve our community in worship and  

outreach.  This aim has been held over until 2025.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WORSHIP 

Key Aims: 

Provide a hospitable welcome for worshippers and visitors. 

Worship reverently, inclusively and accessibly. 

Grow in understanding and experience. 

  

Aims and objectives for 2024:  

1 Highlight welcome and hospitality as features of our parish ethos. 

2 Enhance worship by including an accessible service for newcomers and families. 

 

     
 

Parish Eucharist celebrated each Sunday; Paschal candle lit at Dawn Service Easter Sunday. 

 

Context 

Our church has long valued being open daily for villagers and visitors to the South Downs 

National Park, made possible through the kindness of a resident living nearby. Visible features 

of worship in our church remind visitors of the liveliness of our worshipping community.  A 

free welcome booklet explains our church history and we received 125 good comments in our 

visitors’ book in 2024 saying how much our church is appreciated:  

 

I landed in this most beautiful country lane and found this most beautiful church. Thank 

you for letting the doors be open. Prayers and thanks to you! Visitor from Belgium 

 

Pattern of Worship in our Parish.  

 

Aim 1: Highlight welcome and hospitality as features of our parish ethos. 
 

St Giles Church and All Saints’ Chapel are part of the whole village community, an integral 

feature of a rural parish.  Many value the church’s presence and we do our best to serve 

holistically in the community and provide open opportunities for engagement in worship 

itself.  In 2024 more space was provided for information on entry to the church, and sheets 

allowing any congregation member to sign up as a welcomer, lesson reader or refreshment 

provider enlarged the numbers of people contributing to worship in these ways.   
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Numbers attending continued to improve slightly, with wedding couples and their families 

swelling Sunday services on occasion and participating in Christian community life. A sparkling 

cool drink or warm mulled juice continued to be offered regularly after Sunday Services to 

offer hospitality in a practical way to enjoy each other’s company after services.  
  

Cleaning and flower arranging 

A dedicated group of church volunteers maintained the church in a clean and welcoming 

condition, with a rota of flower arrangers ensuring the church interior was enhanced by floral 

arrangements, most spectacularly evidenced during the Arts’ Festival (See Community: 

Graffham Arts Festival) 

 

Thank you, C & H for your time yesterday, you both worked really hard to make sure 

everything was pristine for the bride on Saturday.  As you both commented it is so 

inspiring and comforting to be part of the St Giles community.  Email from PCC member 

to church cleaning team 

 

                  

 

Flower arrangers and Arts Festival ‘The Glory of the Garden’ display by day and night. 
 

Music: Little Choir, Festal Choir, and Organists. 

Supported by regular organists, the ‘Little choir’ singing during communion each Sunday 

uplifted congregations in worship in 2024, with monthly Saturday morning ‘Come and Sing’ 
sessions to learn new hymns and enjoy singing together, the number of hymns being sung 

increasing to four this year.   The larger Festal Choir including local people and one young 

chorister also came together for special services like Lessons and Carols, contributing to 

community life and the quality of music in church. The Peruvian Gloria was introduced this 

year, appreciated by younger congregation members particularly.  
 

Bells 

A wonderful team of bellringers rang regularly before Sunday Services and weddings in 2024, 

providing notice of worship taking place that can be heard around the village.   

 

We appreciate it is no mean feat to organise so many people in such a small space but 

you were all so kind, helpful and welcoming.  We have received so many comments 

about your beautiful village, church and the joyful service.  The seating, music and bells 

were perfect.  Email from bride’s parents following wedding. 
 

Service support 

Two new chalice assistants were also trained in 2024, extending this ministry of service in 

worship. 
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Regular Sunday Services  

In addition to weekly Parish Eucharist and monthly BCP Matins, Holy Communion and 

Evensong Services, families continued to be encouraged to attend monthly ‘Third Sunday’ 
morning Services.  Their broader remit provided flexible worship following a variety of themes 

and styles of worship. Sunday evening Taizé Prayer Chapel Services also continued to be 

supported and appreciated.  

 

Festival, Family and Special Services  

A full programme of Seasonal Services was offered in 2024, the variety of worship offered 

evidenced by the following calendar of Services, with all the opportunities of deepening 

worship this affords.  

 

Epiphany – January 

The Annual Petworth Area Churches Together Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service was 

hosted by Graffham and well received by those who came from different churches in the area.   

 

A big thank you to St Giles Graffham from PACT for creating such an excellent Unity 

Service.  A perfect blend of hymns, prayers and Readings, all beautifully conducted.  

How fortunate we were to have such a lovely church to celebrate this event, and we 

are so grateful for the kind hospitality afterwards.  Email from Chair of PACT 

 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter – February and March 

Lent, Mothering Sunday and Holy Week were fully observed. A Stations of the Cross Third 

Sunday Service was held during Lent.  The Maundy Thursday foot-washing ceremony was 

followed by a Watch of Prayer in the Lady Chapel Garden of Gethsemane with an effective 

gradual extinguishing of candles.  A Good Friday Service inspired by ‘The Nail’ Lent book 

benefitted from evocative harp playing by a local harpist.  A Dawn Service welcomed Easter 

with a fine fire and Paschal candle-lighting, followed by breakfast and Easter Family Eucharist 

with flowering fruit trees beside an animal pen with lambs and chickens.   

 

Good Shepherd Sunday, Ascension, Pentecost and Bell Sunday – April and May 

Good Shepherd Sunday was celebrated with a shepherdess and lambs attending, an early 

morning Eucharist took place in the churchyard on Ascension Day, and Pentecost was another 

‘Third Sunday’ Service this year.  Reverend Vivien also attended the Holy Oils Service at 

Horsham and 30th anniversary of the ordination of women Eucharist at Chichester Cathedral.  

For the second year, Bell Sunday highlighted the contribution of ringers to our Services and 

gave thanks for the ringing of bells to announce our services.  

 

Special Services - Arts Festival – June 

The Graffham Arts Festival in 2024 was a tour de force of community spirit, providing splendid 

opportunity to bring local people together and welcome visitors from further afield, fulfilling 

a community charitable aim for this year effectively (See also Community: Graffham Arts 

Festival). The church also offered a well-attended Third Sunday Songs of Praise Service on 

garden, art and music themes, and an Arts Festival Thanksgiving Eucharist. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to take part in such a joyful Service and to read such a 

wonderful piece. Email from reader at Songs of Praise Service 
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Sea Sunday, Sportsmanship, Lammas - July and August 

The summer months included observance of traditional Sea Sunday and Lammas Services, 

and Third Sunday Services celebrating the Bread of Life and Sportsmanship reflecting the 2024 

Olympics taking place in Paris. 

 

Patronal Festival, Animal Blessing and Harvest – September and October  

St Giles Day was commemorated at the beginning of September.  A now regular Third Sunday 

Animal Blessing Service was also held this month, telling the story of Balaam and the donkey, 

and blessing dogs, sheep and a pony in church, to everyone’s obvious delight.  Harvest was 

celebrated in October followed by a St Luke’s Service with anointing for healing, taken up 

appreciatively by a number of parishioners, and a ‘Third Sunday’ Service for Prisoners’ Week, 
including the insight of a prison chaplain attending the service. 

 

           
  

Mothering Sunday posies; Infants’ Leavers’ Service; Sportsmanship Sunday; Celtic Iona Service 
centrepiece 

 

Remembrance - November 

Playing a vital role in remembering those who served and suffered in demanding times, 

traditional observance of Remembrance took place both in church and at the War Memorial.  

Wreaths were laid by the Chairs of both Graffham and East Lavington Parish Councils, and the 

parish church.  A Celtic Iona style ‘Third Sunday’ Service brought another new dimension to 
people’s experience of worship this month. 
 

It went really well… lovely to do something a bit different.  The harp was beautiful.  I 
hope R can play in church again soon.  Well done too for getting people to sit at the 

front!!! E and B placed the candles very prayerfully.  Email from Iona service attender. 

 

Advent and Christmas  

Following our Advent Service with Seaford College choir, a full programme of seasonal 

services in a church illuminated by outdoor lighting included three nativity performances for 

parents by our schoolchildren, the first, for the first time, for an invited audience of 

appreciative local people.  Also, a school Christingle service, Lessons and Carols with Festal 

Choir, and rousing carol singing in the Foresters Arms.  A full church attended our Christmas 

Eve Crib Service, with the additional of nativity costumes newly made by a skilful parishioner, 

and sheep and a pony in a tower ‘stable’.  This lively Service, enjoyed by very many families, 

was followed for the first time by a candlelit first Eucharist of Christmas, in a welcome, 

peaceful, serious beginning to Christmas. A Christmas Day Family Eucharist on Christmas Day 

brought this Christmas programme to a close, the flower arrangers surpassing themselves 

with floral decorations throughout the Christmas season. 
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Serving food and enjoying craft at Messy Church; Baptism family with candles. 

 

Aim 2: Enhance worship by including an accessible service for newcomers and families 

 

‘Messy Church’ 
The new initiative of Messy Church was planned and introduced in Graffham with a trial 

event on the theme of Jesus, light of the world, in November 2024.  This was well received 

with sixteen children and fourteen adults present including good support from much 

appreciated volunteers helping with craft work and providing a hot meal for everyone.  It 

was held in the recreation ground pavilion which proved a successful venue.  It was decided 

to continue with six events in 2025 in the first and second halves of each school term.   The 

opportunity this may provide to help families engage with the Christian faith in creative 

ways was both recognised and welcomed, the development of the initiative being watched 

with interest and support from the Parochial Church Council. 

 

Occasional offices 

Baptism and Confirmation 

After no baptisms in 2023, it was a great delight for the baptism of seven children in six 

services to take place in 2024.  There were no confirmations this year.   

 

The baptism went so well.  Vivien gave us a wonderful service and a beautiful welcome 

for B into his church family.  Email from baptism family 

 

                         
 

Some wedding couples marrying at St Giles Church in 2024 
 

Weddings and wedding blessings 

Six weddings took place at St Giles this year, and three at St Peter’s, Seaford College Chapel.  
We continued to do our very best to make each wedding personal to the couple and 

accommodate a range of special requests for music. 
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Thank you so much for spending this time with us today, and for the tremendous and 

much appreciated effort you must have put into the French bits!  Email from French 

groom following wedding rehearsal 
 

Thank you so much for D & S’s lovely wedding service.  I thought you conducted it in 
such a delightful and meaningful manner and spoke so well of them individually.  You 

had obviously taken time to get to know them both.  The church is a beautiful building 

and in such a delightful area, they couldn’t have chosen anything better to begin their 
married life together.  Email from groom’s grandmother  

 

Funeral Services 

Six funerals including three with churchyard burials, three ashes burials and one memorial 

service took place at St Giles Church this year, all a valued aspect of ministry in service to 

those who grieve.  
 

Thank you so much for leading such a peaceful and joyful service for P yesterday.  The 

service, the music, the amazing flowers, and the restful churchyard all contributed to 

a very fitting adieu to P as she rests in joy – and no doubt musical harmony – now.  
 

Thank you so much for yesterday.  Everything was perfect.   Emails from mourners at 

funerals conducted for the parish 
   

             
 

Hospitality after morning Eucharist; Bride and Groom with bellringers; Exchanging the Peace in 

church. 

 

                
 

Seaford choir at Advent Service; Infants Nativity; Christmas illuminations; Carol singing at The 

Foresters’ Arms. 
 

Study    

 

Morning Prayer followed by Pilgrims continued to offer a regular weekly pattern of worship 

and study in 2024.  ‘The Nail’ by Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell was the chosen Lent 
book.  Having completed study of ‘Dear England’ by the same author, in September Pilgrim 

members attended a lecture by Paula Gooder on St Paul at St Edward Burgess Hill, providing 

inspiration for ongoing study of St Paul by the group.          
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COMMUNITY 

Key Aims: 

Communicate our ministry and services effectively.  

Serve our local community. 

Offer support beyond our parish boundary. 

 

Aims and objectives for 2024:  

1 Wholeheartedly support Graffham Arts Festival to build community life. 

2 Engage with important social concerns like poverty, environment, and loneliness. 

3 Build relationships with local church schools and other churches for mutual benefit. 

 

Communications 

Our parish’s excellent website, Church Facebook page, Whatsapp Groups and award-winning 

parish magazine Graffham Parish News communicated our mission, with volunteer magazine 

distributors from across the community being thanked at an annual reception.  A sheet in 

church explaining the history of the new churchyard bench provided interesting information 

for visitors.  A new website manager improved the layout of its sections.  A Christmas card 

delivered with the magazine advertised Services effectively across the parish. ‘Graffham 
Families’ was well used by local families and ‘St Giles Notices’ provided a virtual weekly 

newsletter, especially useful for those unable to be in church one Sunday, with a growing 

number of members.  Well-designed notices supported communication across all these 

platforms, thanks to talented volunteer graphic artists. 
  

               
           

Community Life 

All the events described below built community life in our village in various ways, growing 

friendships as well as providing financial benefit for the church and other important causes. 

 

Regular Activities 

Teddy Time:  This small weekly group continued to provide opportunity for parents, carers, 

children and church representatives to get together, courtesy of the pavilion committee 

which offered this free of charge – a good example of church and community working 

together for everyone’s benefit. 
 

Bellringing 

Weekly ringing practice and monthly Saturday morning ringing with the support of visiting 

trainers, enabled the art of ringing to continue to thrive in this parish.  Social gatherings in 

January and July and a ringers’ outing in November contributed to the social aspect of ringing 
for everyone participating.  With ringers’ willing cooperation, a film of bellringing was made 

by a media student, supporting his degree studies.   Visiting ringers also enjoyed participating 

in practices and ringing quarter peals on occasions 
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Filming bellringers; Arts’ Festival events including schoolchildren’s wall paintings, church concert, 

final celebrations 

 

Standalone Events  

Aim 1: Wholeheartedly support Graffham Arts Festival to build community life. 

 

Graffham Arts Festival - June 

Alongside services, social aspects of the Festival offered by the church were appreciated, 

with schoolchildren’s paintings along the church wall, open gardens, several concerts in 

church and welcome interval refreshments in the adjacent garden, courtesy of the owners.  

‘The Glory of the Garden’ flower festival delighted all who came to church or enjoyed the 

concerts, and two weddings benefitted from the floral displays.  A final ‘Graffham’s Got 
Talent’ concert in the village hall included many church people, including its organist 
impresario, and parish priest leading community hymn singing.  The whole Arts Festival gave 

huge pleasure to many people to be long remembered with pleasure.   

 

Beautiful flowers… so much better than Chichester Flower Festival… Worthy to be on 
show at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show and we get to see it right here! Thank you... 

The floral work today is extraordinary… Love the fairy and nature scenes.  I hope the 
schoolchildren get to come over and see...  (school entry) The children absolutely 

loved everything in your church! The fairies were a favourite!  Entries in visitors’ book 

 

I do hope you aren’t running out of steam, you certainly don’t appear to be! What an 
evening of being in a nightclub, quite amazing.  Email from attender following Arts 

Festival evening concert in church 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Petworth Festival Concert - July 

Petworth Festival returned to St Giles Church for a third year, this time featuring a brass trio 

from the Royal College of Music, providing another enjoyable afternoon for all attending.  

We are pleased to extend our service to the community in this way, leading to continuing 

requests to hold Petworth Arts Festival concerts here.    

 

Graffham Fete - August 

St Giles Church again offered a ‘Graffham Fashion Exchange’ at the Village fete, collecting 

unwanted clothes for others to choose and take away, free of charge or for a voluntary 

donation.  This environmental initiative encouraged awareness of climate change and the 

hidden cost of buying new clothing for those who make them.   It was popular once again, 

alongside a painting sale which also raised funds for the church this year. 
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Bellringers’ social; Bridge Tea mahjong players; some sponsored walkers for Historic Churches Trust                               

     

Sponsored Walk - September 

This year’s sponsored walk travelled from St Giles Church Graffham to a tea shop in 

Amberley.  A number of walkers from the church and wider community enjoyed a fine day’s 
walking between churches in aid of ‘Ride and Stride’ in appreciation of the Historic Churches 
Trust donation towards our roof works, and to support other churches in need.  

 

Concorde Lecture, Harvest Celebrations, Bridge Tea - October 

The Empire Hall, much appreciated by the village, kindly provided the location for four 

events this year.  Former British Airways Concorde chief pilot Mike Bannister gave a 

memorable lecture on his experiences flying this iconic aircraft, in aid of church funds.  An 

enjoyable bring-and-share lunch took place at Harvest time in aid of the Petworth 

Foodbank. A new initiative of a Bridge Tea in support of the church was enthusiastically 

welcomed and well supported by cake, scone, tea and sandwich makers, for the benefit of 

all who came to enjoy playing bridge and mahjong. 

 

Christmas Fair and Foresters’ Arms Carols - December 

Our traditional Christmas Fair also took place in the Hall with community members buying 

raffle tickets and produce etc, and Father Christmas attending once again after a number of 

years’ absence, to the delight of all the children coming along.  After the fair, the Christmas 

tree was re-erected at the church to welcome everyone to Christmas Services, with festive 

lighting of the pathway and church exterior thanks to the kindness of a local parent.  Once 

again, carol singing took place at a local public house with recorded piano accompaniment 

which was most effective and generous collection was made in aid of St Giles’ church.  Many 
local people attended and enjoyed the singing and delicious pub hospitality. 

 

Aim 2: Engage with important social concerns like poverty, environment, and loneliness. 

 

PACT 

Regular contact with Petworth Area Churches Together members enabled fellowship and 

the furthering of mutual social concerns in joint enterprises.  The village collection point for 

the Petworth Foodbank managed by PACT was returned to the church in 2024, to which 

church members began to contribute regularly. 

 

Thank you for your kind hospitality and contribution.  It was a most useful meeting, 

well attended and in a convivial and relaxed setting.  Chair of PACT following meeting 

 

We extend our deepest gratitude to you for the generous support provided by 

collecting provisions on a regular basis… Foodbank thank you letter January 2025 
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Food with friends 

A new initiative started in 2023 continued to thrive in 2024.  A simple monthly shared lunch, 

home-made soup, bread and cake, and fresh fruit being offered to village residents who live 

alone, an opportunity to meet and enjoy a social meal, and guard against loneliness.  

 

Thank you for inviting me to Food with Friends.  I was feeling glum, walked into your 

house and was instantly greeted by a group of friends.  It is so much more than just 

food!  Email from Food with Friends participant 

 

Charitable donations 

Social and fundraising events described above show our church’s engagement with many 
concerns.  The PCC also donated 10% of its income, once costs have been met, to 

designated charities. In addition, our Parish Priest Discretionary Fund continued to 

generously support families and people in need, donating £1195 in 2024. 

 

 We hugely appreciate this support for H and his family.  Headteacher’s email. 
 

Lent and Harvest Lunches 

In 2024 a Lent lunch in aid of the charity ‘Minority Matters’ combined social engagement 
with serious reflection and the opportunity to donate to a cause supporting young people in 

deeply challenging environments and situations.   

 

Thank you so much for inviting me and for your parishioners’ extremely generous 
donations.  I really enjoyed the event and felt overwhelmed by support for this cause.  

Email from Nicola Garrard, Speaker at lunch from ‘Minority Matters’ charity. 
 

Cash donations to the Foodbank following the annual Harvest lunch and produce for 

homeless charity Stonepillow from church and school were delivered at Harvest time, 

including fruit crumbles made by village residents for their clients’ pleasure. 
 

Aim 3: Build relationship with local church schools and other churches for mutual benefit.  

 

Lavington Park Federation Schools 

Alongside Reverend Vivien’s regular assemblies in school, and festival services in church at 

Christmas, Easter, and the end of school year with presentation of holding cross and Lord’s 
Prayer, and Foundation Governor visits to school and nursery to get to know pupils and their 

work, other opportunities to build relationship were taken up.  A summary of school 

assembly talks continued to be circulated in the weekly school newssheet for parents and 

uploaded onto our church Facebook page for a wider audience to ‘like’ and share.  Four 

parishioners responded a new invitation to come into school to help pupils with their 

reading skills.  The Parish Priest’s Discretionary Fund continued to be drawn on for the 
benefit of families in need.  A memorable nativity including the singing of traditional carols 

by the children was performed in church for parents, and an invitation extended to older 

members of the local community, who very much appreciated this. 

 

Seaford College  

Once again, we were delighted to welcome school children to help clean and tidy the church 

as part of the Seaford College Community Action Day in June, Seaford College choir also led 



 

15 

 

singing at our Advent Service, and for the first time provided an excellent chorister to 

augment our village choir at the Lessons and Carols.  

 

        
 

Food with Friends lunch; Seaford schoolchildren cleaning St Giles Church; Harvest lunch bring and 

share buffet 

 

We have been glad to fulfil our mission in this parish in all these worthwhile ways, enabled 

through the energy and dedication of church members facilitating community life in this 

parish.  We hope our service to others will inspire greater service and commitment to the 

whole of church life in this part of rural West Sussex, increasing faith and enabling ever 

more generous giving of time, talents, and resources in God’s service. 
         

          

‘Minority Matters’ speaker Nicola Garrard at Lent lunch; Enjoying Harvest; Stonepillow food 

collection. 

FABRIC 

Key Aims:  

Care for St Giles Church as a place of worship, historic monument, and community resource. 

Increase environmental care of our parish. 
 

Aims and objectives for 2024: 

1 Progress maintenance on our church exterior and interior including roof and plasterwork. 

2 Progress a project developing our church interior for worship, hospitality & community 

engagement. 
 

Context 

St Giles Church is situated within an open churchyard in the shelter of the South Downs with 

delightful views across the countryside and an open churchyard extension.  The core of the 

church is medieval, though much rebuilt in the later nineteenth century in memory of Bishop 

Samuel Wilberforce.  The main construction of the church is Fittleworth stone with walls faced 

in flint.  The steepled church has a nineteenth century tower, containing six working bells. 
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Steeplejacks repairing roof; orchids in churchyard meadow; flag flying on Easter Sunday 

 

Exterior Environment 

Our churchwardens and Fabric Group worked hard to maintain both our church and two 

churchyards, also emphatically highlighting urgency, both within and outside the parish, to 

bring about greater care of our planet for which we continued to pray each Sunday. ‘Love 
your Burial Ground’ was a welcome feature of the Graffham Arts Festival open gardens 
scheme.  Once again in summer, the old churchyard was left to grow wildflowers, including 

many orchids, to charming effect and the benefit of the local ecology, extensive research of 

species discovered having been charted and uploaded onto the church website.  Both 

churchyards received attention during the year, with the repair of steps leading down into 

the churchyard extension, tree survey to establish their condition, and planting round the 

West Door and in planters to further enhance the churchyard environment.  Village work-

parties and friends continued to manage hedge-cutting and churchyard extension clearing 

and tidying in support of the church, for which we are most grateful. 
  

Beautiful meadow. Stopped by to have a look at the orchids! Just goes to show what 

happens when you let nature do its own thing Family writing in visitors’ book. 

 

We also actively continued to research alternative heating options to reduce our carbon 

footprint and hosted visitors interested in the pew cushion heating installed here in 2023. 
 

Aim 1: Progress maintenance on our church exterior and interior including roof and 

plasterwork.  Aim 2: Progress a project developing our church interior for worship, 

hospitality & community engagement. 
 

Once again, the condition of the church roof was the focus of attention in 2024, overtaking 

plans to improve heating and sound and interior repairs to the plasterwork and provide toilet 

facilities.  Steeplejacks were appointed to carry out necessary roof work to repair leaks under 

the direction of the church architect and fabric group members.  It is hoped this work will be 

sufficient to prevent leakage in the future, alongside implementing in full the 

recommendations in the current quinquennial and bell-tower inspections, to the timescales 

recommended. The church wall surrounding the churchyard also came under consideration 

in 2024, with discussion between church and parish council concerning the funding of repairs. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________  
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Aims and objectives for 2025 

For 2025 the following objectives and activities have been identified to fulfil our Mission 

Action Plan, linking to objectives from the four elements of the Chichester Diocesan Strategy 

‘Vision for Growth 2020-25’ as applicable.  These are formulated in an annual five-year 

planning meeting considering short- and long-term goals across all four areas of leadership, 

worship, community, and fabric, encompassing the spectrum of charitable purposes of our 

charity.    

 

Leadership 

1 Affirm and promote single parish ministry as a valuable model of ministry for the future of 

the Church of England: ‘more open.’  
2 Develop succession plans for key roles in the parish for good continuity of service: ‘more 
engaged.’ 
3 Continue to balance our budget and be generous in our giving: ‘more generous.’ 
4 Conduct a survey to discover how best to serve our community in worship and outreach: 

‘more open; more engaged.’ 
 

Worship 

1 Build our congregations by attracting more participants, particularly younger members of 

the community: ‘more converted.’ 
2 Mark the 150th anniversary of the rededication of St Giles in a fitting manner: ‘more open’ 
3 Be open to the introduction of Prayers of Love and Faith witnessing covenanted friendship 

between two people of the same or opposite genders: ‘more open’. 
 

Community 

1 Engage with important social concerns like poverty, environment, and loneliness: ‘more 
engaged.’ 
2 Continue to build relationships with our local schools and other churches for mutual 

benefit; ‘more engaged.’ 
 

Fabric 

1 Progress maintenance of our church interior including plasterwork: ‘more open.’  
2 Progress a project developing our church vestry and interior for welcome, worship, 

hospitality & community engagement: ‘more open and more engaged.’’  
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Structure, governance and management of the charity 

The PCC is a charity but is excepted from registering with the Charity Commission within the meaning 

of the section 30 of the Charities Act 2011. Its governing document is the Parochial Church Councils 

(Powers) Measure 1956.   

 

During the year the following served as members of the Parochial Church Council: 

Ex Officio members 

Incumbent:    The Revd Vivien Turner   Chair  

Wardens:   Mrs Virginia Barrett   

    Mrs Cindy Bradley  from March 2024 

 

Elected Members   Mrs Diane Bellis   + Deanery Synod 

Mrs Ann Brown   + Deanery Synod 

    Mrs Yvonne Churchward +Treasurer to March 2024 

    Mr Stuart Lewis  

Mr Michael Blunt  +PCC Secretary 

    +Parish Magazine Editor 

Mrs Fiona Mackie  + Electoral Roll Officer   

Mrs Marie Bracey 

Mrs Barbara Edge   

Mrs Nettie Lanaghan 

Mr Howard Pescott  from March 2024 

    + Safeguarding Officer 

    + Tower Captain   

Co-opted members 

    Miss Beanie Bradley    

Mrs Dinah Lamming  from March 2024  

+Treasurer from September 2024 

    Mrs Sonya Gillespie  to March 2024 

     

       

Membership of the PCC is determined under the Church Representation Rules and consists of certain 

ex-officio members (the incumbent/priest-in-charge, curate, lay readers licensed to officiate in the 

church), the churchwardens and members of the Deanery, Diocesan or General Synods and six 

(if up to 50 on electoral roll) or nine (if over 50 on electoral roll) members of the church who are 

elected at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM).  Members are warmly encouraged to stand 

for election to the PCC and we try to ensure a balance of skills and experience where possible. 

 

This Trustees’ Annual Report was approved by the PCC and signed on their behalf by The Revd 

Vivien Turner, Chair 

 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………….      Date………………………………………
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Annual Financial Report for the year ended December 31st, 2024 

The Financial Review  

Summary 

St Giles Graffham’s income in 2024 was £79,743 (2023: £68,356), with spending of £83,048 (2023: £55,164). The 

numbers are higher than in 2023 due to the £31,047 spent – having been successfully raised – for a major repair, the 

church roof. The year saw a deficit of £3,305 (2023: £13,192 surplus) which, with an increase in value in our 

investments, means that at the end of the year the church’s funds stood at £117,741 (2023: £119,967).   

 

For 2025, the PCC’s aim will again be to at least balance our budget, and to raise funds through the various types of 
income detailed below to ensure that our spending – whether day-to-day expenses, our parish share to the Diocese, 

or for repairs or other one-off costs – is at least covered by income. To achieve this would mean that the balance sheet 

will stay steady, and although the investment picture may well not be as favourable as in 2024, this should stand us in 

good stead ahead of the Quinquennial inspection due in 2026. 

 

Statement of Financial Activities 

  Unrestricted     Total Total Note 

Statement of Financial Activities General Designated Restricted Endowed All Funds All Funds   

  Fund Funds Fund/s Fund/s 2024 2023   

  £ £ £  £  £  £   

Receipts               

Donations and legacies 33,670 0 13,133 0 46,803 41,334   

Charitable activities 6,509 0 941  0 7,450 4,771   

Other trading activities 21,773 0 0 0 21,773 19,748   

Investments 2,554 0   588 3,142 2,503   

Other receipts 0 0 575 0 575 0   

Total Income 64,506 — 14,649 588 79,743 68,356   

                

Payments               

Cost of raising funds 1,075 — — — 1,075 419   

Charitable costs 42,290 17,321 15,085 — 74,696 48,101   

Trading costs 7,277 — — — 7,277 6,644   

Other payments — — — — — —   

Total expenditure 50,642 17,321 15,085 — 83,048 55,164   

                

Net Income/(expenditure) 

resources before transfers 
13,864 (17,321) (436) 588 (3,305) 13,192 

  

                

Transfers               

Gross transfers between funds - in — — 588 — — 19,000   

Gross transfers between funds - 

out 
— — — (588) — (19,000) 

  

Gains/losses on investment assets 600 — — 479 1,079 4,008   

Net movement in funds 14,464 (17,321) 152 479 (2,226) 17,200   

Total funds brought forward 22,233 59,000 17,541 21,193 119,967 102,767   

Total funds carried forward 36,697 41,679 17,693 21,672 117,741 119,967   
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INCOME 

 

Donations and legacies 

Donations and legacies raised £46,803 (2023: £41,334) – although if we exclude various one-offs, giving was more or 

less flat year on year. Mainly, the increase is to do with the fact that income from grants is included in this category, 

and in 2024 Stuart Lewis applied for and won grants totalling £11,750 towards the costs of repairing the church roof – 

a huge contribution.  

 

The other large anomaly between the years is that Gift Aid recovery in 2024 is much lower than in 2023 at £4,772 

(2023: £7,002). This is because the 2024 number represents just the claim from 2023 calendar year end to the end of 

the tax year in April 2024: the reason being that the PCC’s former treasurer reclaimed Gift Aid quarterly throughout 
the calendar year; the current treasurer will be reclaiming annually at the end of the tax year (please see the end of 

the Financial Report for notes on and thanks to the finance team).  

 

Otherwise giving is fairly even across most categories from one year to the other (see table ‘Analysis of receipts and 
payments’ for details). A couple of points to note: the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) – which deals with Gift Aid 

automatically from when donors sign up online (also allowing them the option to increase their level of giving with 

inflation each year) – is going from strength to strength, with 46 parishioners now giving in this way, a total of £16,027 

in 2024 (includes non-Gift Aid donations, vs £15,895 in 2023). Collections in church were lower than in 2023, but one-

off donations higher – and more was given, and more easily we hope, via the card machines (Goodbox and Sum Up) 

and the Give a Little online platform. 

 

Charitable activities 

This is fee income from weddings and funerals, and at £7,450 (2023: £4,771) is well ahead of the comparable number 

in 2023 – and will probably be well ahead of the 2025 number, too, as Vivien celebrated multiple weddings over the 

summer especially! 

 

Trading activities 

2024 was a successful year here too, with more than £21,773 (2023: £19,748) raised from trading, with various 

fundraising events more than offsetting a lower result from the Christmas Fair than the unusually high takings there 

in 2023. The parish magazine also made another welcome net contribution (costs of fundraising events and of the 

magazine shown under ‘Cost of fundraising events’ and ‘Trading costs’ respectively) – and should contribute even 

more in years to come given the generosity of one villager now donating its printing each month. Our thanks to all 

villagers, though – it’s your participation in these events, and generosity in supporting them that makes them 
successful, adding to the community spirit in the village and, of course, bringing in this contribution to church funds. 

Not to mention the enormous hard work of the parishioners dreaming up then organising the various events and of 

course running such a popular magazine.  

 

Investment income  

Also increased year on year at £3,142 (2023: £2,503). 

 

EXPENDITURE 

 

Cost of charitable activities 

Of these, the largest recurring cost each year is our contribution to the Diocese, which in 2024 was flat on 2023, at 

£26,656. Rising though, in a still inflationary environment, were the running costs of the rectory attributable to the 

PCC – including council tax and water charges – and the cost of churchyard and cemetery maintenance, although 

church utility bills were flat on 2023, surprisingly.  



 

Page 21 

The largest bills this past year, however, were for major church repairs, with the work on the church roof.  This cost 

£31,047 although, as mentioned earlier, we had contributions from several grants and, due in 2025, a Listed Places of 

Worship (LPOW) VAT reclaim of £5,230, plus generous donors and successful fundraising.  

 

Finally, as far as charitable giving is concerned, the PCC made various donations to other charities over the year, with 

Vivien also continuing to make gifts via the Parish Priest’s Discretionary Fund – a restricted fund on our balance sheet 

whose aim is to help local families, in the village and at the village school, who are in financial need. 

 

Analysis of receipts and payments 

 Unrestricted     Total Total Note 

  Receipts General Designated Restricted Endowed 
All 

Funds 
All Funds 

  

  Fund Funds Fund/s Fund/s 2024 2023   

  £ £ £  £  £  £   

Donations and Legacies               

Gift Aided donations S/Os and CAF 2,660 — — — 2,660 2,894   

Parish Giving Scheme (Gift Aided) 15,483 — — — 15,483 15,232   

Gift Aided donations - envelopes 60 — — — 60 —   

Parish Giving Scheme (Not Gift Aided) 544 — — — 544 663   

Collections (excl. envelopes) 4,954 — 24 — 4,978 7,700   

St Giles donations box 69 — — — 69 —   

One-off Gift Aided gifts 3,570 — 65 — 3,635 2,141   

Other donations 1,501 — 1,294 — 2,795 3,396   

Tax recoverable on Gift Aid        4,772 — — — 4,772 7,002 4 

LPOW VAT grant       — — — — — 2,089   

Other funds generated 57 — — — 57 217   

Grants — — 11,750 — 11,750 —   

Total   33,670 — 13,133 — 46,803 41,334   

Charitable activities               

Fees for weddings and funerals 6,509 — 941 — 7,450 4,771   

Total 6,509 — 941 — 7,450 4,771   

Other trading activities               

Christmas Fair 5,191 — — — 5,191 9,557   

Other fundraising events 7,631 — — — 7,631 2,410   

Parish Magazine advertising: current 

year 
4,384 — — — 4,384 4,121 

  

Parish Magazine advertising: advances 4,509 — — — 4,509 3,480   

Parish Magazine: subscriptions and 

sales 
58 — — — 58 180 

  

Total 21,773 — — — 21,773 19,748   

Investments               

CBF Fund Interest 2,554 —   588 3,142 2,503   

Total 2,554 — — 588 3,142 2,503   

Other Receipts               

Agency fees and other            — — 575 — 575 —   

Total  — — 575 — 575     

Income Total 64,506 — 14,649 588 79,743 68,356   
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  Unrestricted     Total Total Note 

Payments General Designated Restricted Endowed 
All 

Funds 
All Funds 

  

  Fund Funds Fund/s Fund/s 2024 2023   

  £ £ £  £  £  £   

Cost of fundraising activities/events               

Cost of Christmas Fair 785 — — — 785 419   

Cost of other events 290 — — — 290 —   

Total   1,075 — — — 1,075 419   

Cost of Charitable Activities               

Gifts to charities 468 — 1,076 — 1,544 3,857 5 

Diocese contribution and Deanery 

costs 
26,656 — — — 26,656 26,656 

  

Incumbent's expenses 830 — — — 830 962   

Rectory: council tax and water 4,265 — — — 4,265 3,984   

Parish training and Mission 133 — — — 133 206   

Organ repair — — 133   133 76   

Routine repairs and maintenance 1,036 — — — 1,036 2,027   

Upkeep of services 391 —   — 391 955   

Church flowers 218 — — — 218 77   

Churchyard and cemetery 

maintenance 
2,274 — 150 — 2,424 1,460 

  

Bells: repairs and maintenance — — — — — 14   

Administration/Other 2,008 — — — 2,008 2,018   

Visiting priests 40 — — — 40 67   

Church utility bills 1,722 — — — 1,722 1,748   

Church insurance 2,249 — — — 2,249 2,129   

Major Church repairs — 17,321 13,726 — 31,047 695   

New major building work — — — — — 1,170   

Total 42,290 17,321 15,085 — 74,696 48,101   

Trading costs               

Parish Magazine costs 7,277 — — — 7,277 6,644   

Total 7,277 — — — 7,277 6,644   

Total of Payments 50,642 17,321 15,085 — 83,048 55,164   

Balance of Receipts over Payments 13,864 (17,321) (436) 588 (3,305) 13,192   
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Statement of Assets and Liabilities 

 

  Unrestricted     Total Total Note 

Statement of Assets and Liabilities General Designated Restricted Endowed 
All 

Funds 

All 

Funds   

  Fund Funds Fund/s Fund/s 2024 2023   

  £ £ £  £  £  £   

Current Assets - Cash at bank                

NatWest Current Account 3,589 — — — 3,589 920   

Barclays Current Account 20,838 (17,321) 16,965 — 20,482 32,772   

CCLA (CBF) Deposit Account 9,410 35,059 728 — 45,197 38,882   

Totals 33,837 17,738 17,693 — 69,268 72,574   

Debtors               

LPOW VAT refund 5,230 — — — 5,230 — 1 

Gift Aid due from HMRC — — — — — 619   

Totals 5,230 — — — 5,230 619   

Current Assets - Investments               

CCLA (CBF) Investment Fund  2,852 23,947 — — 26,799 26,200   

CCLA Fund (CBF) - Nudd Fund  — — — 16,542 16,542 16,177   

CCLA Fund (CBF) - Brandt Fund  — — — 5,132 5,132 5,016   

Totals 2,852 23,947 — 21,674 48,473 47,393   

Liabilities               

Diocesan fees for weddings/funerals 

unpaid 
— — 224 — 224 — 

2 

Charitable donation unpaid — — 351 — 351 — 2 

Agency post box balances — — 120 — 120 — 3 

Prepaid advertising 4,509 — — — 4,509 3,480   

Totals 4,509 — 695 — 5,204 3,480   

Grand Totals  37,410 41,685 16,998 21,674 117,767 117,106   

 

 

 

This Financial Report for the year ended 31st December 2024 including the notes following, was approved by the PCC 

and signed on its behalf by the Revd. Vivien Turner, PCC Chair: 

 

……………………………………………………………… 

  

Date: ………………………………………………………. 
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BALANCE SHEET 

 

The church’s funds at the end of 2024, at £117,741, were more or less flat on the £119,967 we saw at year end 2023 

which, given that the roof repairs cost over £30,000, is an excellent result, supported by much hard work on fundraising 

and grant applications, over and above the usual annual work taken on by the members of the PCC. The full assets and 

liabilities table, at £117,767, is a little higher than this – including as it does as a debtor the LPOW VAT grant of £5,230 

as detailed above, as well as the liabilities listed. 

 

Reserves policy 

Of those assets, £39,367 is represented by restricted funds, including the two endowments made to the church (see 

‘Summary of Funds, below, for details of these funds). Historically, the PCC’s policy has been for the remainder – 

unrestricted funds totalling £78,374 at the end of 2024 – to be divided between a general fund of around £30,000 

(representing around six months’ usual spending), with any surplus moving to a designated fund. 
 

Bank accounts 

Of the £117,767 on the balance sheet, £48,473 (including the endowment funds of £21,674) is invested via the CBF 

CofE Investment Fund managed by CCLA, with another £45,197 in the CCLA deposit fund. The remainder is split 

between our main bank account, Barclays, where we hold just over £20,482, with a final, smaller account of £3,589 at 

Nat West, which receives standing orders from some of St Giles’ regular donors. 
 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

1. The debtors’ line in the Statement of Assets and Liabilities, showing £5,230, is the Listed Places of Worship (LPOW) 

VAT refund relating to 2024 but arriving in 2025. 

 

2. Under Liabilities, in the Statement of Assets and Liabilities, the first line relates to £224 of wedding and funeral fees 

due to the Diocese.  The second line of £351 relates to money received on behalf of other charities but not yet paid 

over.  Both amounts are held on the Funds movement schedule as ‘Agency payments due’, totalling £575. 
 

3.  During the year, some old outstanding balances were identified on the agency account.  This account holds monies 

that we have received during the year but are due to others such as the diocese for part of the wedding and funeral 

fees, as referred in note 2 above, and expenses payments for bellringers etc. Clearing these old balances has resulted 

in the creation of a restricted fund which shows the receipt of £200 with payments of £81, leaving a balance at year 

end of £119.  

 

4. As mentioned in the narrative above, the discrepancy between the figures for Gift Aid recovered from 2023 to 2024 

is due to a change in the process for reclaim – from a quarterly claim, of which the final claim was made for the first 

quarter of 2024, to an annual claim, to be submitted for eligible donations over the full tax year 2024/2025 this coming 

April. 

 

5. Charitable donations for 2024 are artificially low as stated in the payments schedule. In addition to the total of 

£1,543, there is £351 which is held in the agency account pending payment. A further £375 is due to Sussex Historic 

Churches Trust from Ride and Stride which is not included in the agency fund balance. 

 

6. Agency payments due in the Restricted Funds section of the Movement of Funds table include the £224, £351 and 

£120 described in note 2 above. 
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Summary of Funds 
 

Fund movement by type 

Funds movement 
Opening 

balance 
Incoming Outgoing Transfers Gains/(Losses) 

Closing 

balances 
Note 

  £ £  £  £ £  £   

Unrestricted Funds               

General Fund 22,233 64,506 50,642 — 600 36,697   

Designated Funds               

St Giles Designated Fund 59,000 — 17,321 — — 41,679   

Restricted Funds               

Garden and cemetery 1,724 — 150 588 — 2,162   

Bell 5,106 629 — — — 5,735   

Organ 422 495 133 — — 784   

Fabric 6,409 11,750 13,726 — — 4,433   

Parish Priest Discretionary 2,495 1,000 995 — — 2,500   

Pew Cushion Heating 1,385 — — — — 1,385   

Agency collections — 200 81 — — 119 6 

Agency payments — 575 — — — 575 6 

Total of all restricted funds 17,541 14,649 15,085 588 — 17,693   

Endowment Funds               

Nudd 16,177 449 — (449) 365 16,542   

Brandt 5,016 139 — (139) 114 5,130   

Total of all endowment 

funds 
21,193 588 — (588) 479 21,672   

Total all funds 119,967 79,743 83,048 — 1,079 117,741   

 

Unrestricted funds 

Both the General and Designated funds are unrestricted, meaning that the PCC is free to decide how to spend them. 

 

Restricted funds 

Most active this past year has been the Fabric Fund, which received grants for the roof from Garfield Weston, Sussex 

Historic Churches Trust, Benefact Trust and David Laing, and from which part of the payments for the roof was taken. 

 

The Garden Fund 

This fund receives the income from the Nudd and Brandt endowment funds, which is spent on the upkeep of the 

churchyard and cemetery. 

 

The Bell Fund and the Organ Fund 

Part of the fees from weddings and funerals in the church goes into these restricted funds, as do any expenses fees 

for bell ringers or organists which they chose to donate back to these funds. 

 

The Parish Priest Discretionary Fund 

This fund allows Reverend Vivien discretion on payments for local families in need. 

 

Pew Cushion Heating Fund 

We are planning in 2025 to wind down this fund set up to transform the church heating. Its value of £1,385 at year 

end 2023, and now 2024, would almost have met the church’s heating bill this past year, so we will be paying our 
energy bills from here in 2025. 
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Agency post box balances and Agency payments due 

These funds are detailed in notes 2 and 3 in the Notes to the Financial Statements above. 

 

Endowment Funds (also legally restricted) 

The Nudd Fund is invested in the CBF CofE Investment Fund and held by the Diocese on our behalf. Its value at year 

end was £16,542, and its income continues to be paid to the Garden Fund and used for the maintenance of the 

graveyard extension.   

The Brandt Fund is also a restricted endowment fund, worth £5,132 at year end; managed in the same way as the 

Nudd Fund and with the same directions – for income to be paid into the Garden Fund. 

 
Payments to PCC Members and Related Parties 
 

Payments to PCC members and related parties 

Michael Blunt, £349 

Nettie Lanaghan, £120 

Marie Bracey, £95.23 

Howard Pescott, £18 

Dinah Lamming, £20 

 

No payments were made to relatives of PCC members during the year. 

 

These financial statements of the PCC have been prepared in accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and current 

Church Accounting Regulations on a Receipts and Payments basis. 

 

The following assets are recognised but not valued in the Statement of Assets and Liabilities; moveable church 

furnishings which are held by the Churchwardens on special trust for the PCC and which require a faculty for disposal. 

Related Charities 

 
The collection from evening services held at All Saints Chapel is transferred to St Giles. Graffham PCC covers the cost 

of the electricity and any costs of services held at All Saints Chapel. The chapel and its attached cottages are the 

responsibility of a separate trust, the All Saints’ Charitable Trust. 
 

Finance team 

 

Yvonne Churchward stepped down as PCC Treasurer at the tax year-end in the spring of 2024, after doing one final 

reclaim of Gift Aid, having spent five successful years in the post. Our thanks to her for such a huge amount of work 

over that time and for helping the new team – Phillip Turner becoming the finance manager, and Dinah Lamming with 

an oversight role as the new treasurer – settle into their work. We are also extremely grateful to Diane Bellis, who 

collects the cash gifts each week and at events, and banks it; to Carole Sargent, who administers the PGS so well; and 

to Ginny Barrett and Ann Brown, who are the signatories on our main, Barclays account, and who authorise payments 

at any and all times of the day and night! We are also incredibly grateful to Ros Britton, who has done a year more as 

the independent examiner of these accounts than she had originally offered – thank you Ros! 
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Independent Examiner’s Report to the PCC of St Giles Church, 
Graffham for the year ended December 31st 2024 

 
This is my report to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) of St Giles Church, Graffham, on the annual report for the year 

ended 31st December 2024 

 

Respective responsibilities 

of trustees and examiner 

 

The PCC members are responsible for the preparation of the annual reports. The PCC 

members consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the 

Charities Act 2011 (“the Charities Act”) and that an independent examination is 
needed. 

 

It is my responsibility to:  

1. examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,  

2. to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the 

Charity Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and  

3. to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent 

examiner’s statement 

 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the 

Charity Commission.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records 

kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. 

It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and 

seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures 

undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and 

consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair’ 
view, and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

 

Independent examiner’s 
statement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner’s Signature 

 

Examiner’s Name 

 

Date 

 

Relevant professional 

qualification(s) 
 

Examiner’s address 

In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my attention 

(other than that disclosed below in Section B below *) which gives me cause to 

believe that in, any material respect: 

• accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the 

Charities Act or  

• the accounts do not accord with the accounting records. 

I have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which 

attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts 

to be reached. 
 

 

 

Rosalind Britton 

 

 

 

 

Sandrock Cottage, Norwood Lane, Graffham, GU28 0QG 
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